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Close call for winner of 
crucial Israeli elections 
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A LIRE p. 12 dans LE JOURDAIN 

Arrests escalate tension between 
Kabariti and Islamists 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies)—Divided Israeli 
voters headed to the polls 
Wednesday in an election that 
was described as a referendum 
on die Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess. 

With Israelis voting separ- 
3 iely for a prime minister and 
parliament, observers believe 
dial whoever is elected leader 
will face protracted haggling to 
form a coalition and a govern¬ 
ment within 45 days. The votes 
of Israel's Arab population 
were likely to go to Peres while 
religious patties supported Ne¬ 
tanyahu. 1 

The last poll before voting 
b*gfln gave Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres a razor-thin 50 
percent to 48 percent edge—- 
less than die . margin of error, 
over right-winger Benjamin 
Netanyahu, with pollsters say¬ 
ing the outcome was too close 
to call - 

Polls opened early this 
■ mornin g 'under heavy security 
and were to close at 10 pm lo¬ 
cal time, when the country’s 
two TV stations were to broad¬ 
cast exit polls. 

Unofficial results were ex¬ 
pected by Thursday morning, 
but the outcome may not be 
known for days if the race is as 
tight a* pre-election polls indi¬ 
cated. 

According -to the Central 
Elections Committee, 41.6 per¬ 
cent of those eligible voted in 
the first seven, hours after vot¬ 
ing began, indicating a heavy 
turnout 

/ Just-, after voting, Peres 
called the election a referen¬ 


dum on the peace process. “1 
think it is a historic decision— 
one road leads to peace; the 
other, to settlements,” he said. 
“I hope the nation chooses 
peace.** 

Israel more than tripled se¬ 
curity amid warnings that Is¬ 
lamic militants would disrupt 
voting with suicide attaclu. 
About 26.000 police and sol¬ 
diers were deployed throughout 
the country, including 3,000 in 
the Arab seclor of Jerusalem. 

Israeli iroops sealed off the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip for 
the Lwo million Palestinians on 
election day and searched cars 
of even the 130,000 Jewish set¬ 
tlers allowed to enter Israel. 

Peres, who had termed the 
election the most importance 
since Israel's creation in 1948, 
cancelled afternoon appearanc¬ 
es and was given extra protec¬ 
tion after a flurry of death 
threats by rightwing Jews. 

Security had been the main 
issue of the campaign follow¬ 
ing tour suicide bombings that 
killed 59 people in Israel in 
February and March. 

Peres, seeking to reassure Is¬ 
raelis, had drastically limited 
the movement of Palestinians 
and launched his “Grapes of 
Wrath” onslaught on Lebanon 
that killed more than 200 peo¬ 
ple, most of them civilians. 

Netanyahu cast his ballot 
near his' Jerusalem home and 
left little doubt whom he hopes 
will win. “1 think we have to 
choose between a furore bright 
with hope and peace and secur¬ 
ity and the present that offers 
little hope, lictle.peace and little 
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By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

FOR THE past two years the relation 
between the government and the Islamists 
has been at the tight-end of the pendulum. 
The Jordan political system succeeded in 
creating an ideal model to prevent violent 
conflicts in the country. The Islamic move¬ 
ment fitted nicely in this model despiLe the 
widening gap with the govern me ol espe¬ 
cially since the Jordaiiian-lsraeJi peace 
treaty. However, observers believe that this 
relation has taken a turn for the worst 
recently. 

The pragmatic Muslim Brotherhood, and 
its political arm. the Islamic Action Front 
(IAFj which are considered to be pan and 


parcel of the country's political system, feel 
that the time is over for them. 

The latest arrests in the ranks of the Broth¬ 
erhood during the last few months, added 
more tension between the two ponies. 

“Arrests have nor slopped since 1991. but. 
arrest campaigns have increased during the 
short-life of the present government." said a 
Muslim Brotherhood spokesman. 

About 40 influential figures in the move¬ 
ment were arrested during the past three 
months. No charges are yet filed against 
them, but Dr Marwan Al Muasher. the minis¬ 
ter of information, assens that “arrests are in 
accordance with the Jaw." He also rejects 
reports accusing the government of violating 

Continued on page3 


Election unlikely to uproot 
mutual distrust in West Bank 


security," Netanyahu said as he 
voted. “And I think they {vot¬ 
ers) will make the right 
choice.” 

Netanyahu’s only prior expe¬ 
rience in office was as ambas¬ 
sador to the United Nations and 
deputy foreign minister. 

Peres is 25 years older than 
Netanyahu and an experienced 
statesman. As foreign minister, 
Peres was widely credited for 


the historic 1993 Israel-PLO 
autonomy accord. 

Those who support Peres be¬ 
lieve their long-term safety lies 
with his peace initiative. 

In contrast to Peres. Netan¬ 
yahu said he would withdraw 
Israel's promise to discuss the 
future of Jerusalem with Pales¬ 
tinians. accelerate Jewish set¬ 
tlement of occupied land and 
rule out creation of a Palestin¬ 


ian state. 

Talks with Syria, a US prior¬ 
ity, would be more difficult be¬ 
cause Netanyahu has opposed 
Peres’s offer to return at least 
part of the Golan Heights. 

In a feisty televised debate 
three days before national elec¬ 
tions, Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres on Sunday urged voters 


Continued on page 2 


By John Daniszewski 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

HEBRON. Israeli-Occupied 
West Bank—From the rooftop 
terrace of his centuries-old 
house, among the potted plants 
and clotheslines. Palestinian 
businessman Abu Samir Shar- 
bati looks down at courtyard 
of a newly built apartment 
block of where children of 
Jewish settlers play merrily on 
tricycles. 

"I do not believe I will ever 
look out my window and see 
that they are gone," he says 
dolefully. "Those people are 
there out of a deep betief that 
this is where they must be." 


It is a sentiment shared by 
David Wilder, assistant director 
of the Jewish Community of 
Hebron. A native of Bergen 
County, New Jersey in the 
United States, says he and other 
settlers have come back to one 
of the most important Jewish 
centers of the Bible—the city 
of Abraham. Isaac and Jacob-^- 
and will stay. Wilder and Shar- 
bati have two visions, but one 
city. 

As Israelis went to the polls 
Wednesday in a vote seen as a 
referendum on the very future 
of the nation, perhaps nowhere 
are the stakes higher than in 
Hebron, where 415 Jewish set- 
tiers defiantly exist in a sea of 
hostility from their 120,000 


Palestinian neighbors. 

If Labor Party candidate 
Shimon Peres wins re-election 
as prime minister, he has prom¬ 
ised to turn the city over to the 
Palestinian police of Yasser 
Arafau except for the immedi¬ 
ate neighborhood of the Jewish 
settlement, where Israeli sol¬ 
diers will continue to patrol. 

The opposition hopeful, 
Likud Party leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu, promises to stop 
Israel’s withdrawal from the 
West Bank and to renew the 
government’s support for the 
senler movement, whose aim is 
to reintroduce Jewish popula¬ 
tion in the former Biblical lands 

Continued on page 2 


Arabs states, officially silent, lean to Peres 
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By John Lancaster 

...A4 Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

CAIRO—Fearing that a vic¬ 
tory' by Israel’s right-wing 
Likud party in national eiec- 
,lions Wednesday could delay 
. or even derail Middle East 
peace talks, moderate Arab 
-leaders ore quietly pulling for 
Jhe Labor Party government of 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres, 
albeit with little enthusiasm. 

From Egypt to the Gulf, 
moderate Arab politicians are 
reluctant to identify too closely 
. with Peres, who is the focus of 
widespread Arab anger stem¬ 
ming from last month’s Israeli 
. bombardment of Lebanon as 
well as his decision to impose 
revere security measures on 
; .Gaza and the West Bank. 

' r At the same time, officials in 
Ihese countries are deeply con¬ 
cerned about the possibility of 
' a victory by Likud leader 
.Binyamin Netanyahu, given his 
1?.vocal opposition to the creation 
;jOf a Palestinian stale and 
^declared intention to expand 
/Jewish settlements in the 
-Israeli-occupied West Bank. 

hi Riyadh, the Saudi capital. 
] earlier this month, a senior 
^government official expressed 
tftoe view that "a Likud govem- 
Vtnent in Israel... will definitely 
Am just delay the peace pro- 
|ccss, it will unravel iL” 

£ The official, who spoke on 
c condition of anonymity, added; 
J-Our expectation is that not 
gOniy . would there be no 
^Progress, but this government 
| would take aggressive moves 
| (that could) lead us to the brink 
4 of war.” 

| Not every Arab official takes 
|such an. apocalyptic view. 
|Some contend that there are 
| fewer differences between the 
1 two candidates than meet the 
I eye. Peres, they note, has repo- 
: sitioned ■ himself in recent 
months as more of a hawk, 
«while Netanyahu has tried to 
^hstance himself from his 
Party’s more extreme positions 
on the Middle East peace 
Process. 

'' Al Hayat, a leading Arab 
daily published in London, 
.'took that interpretation to its 
cynical extreme. In a cartoon 
on the newspaper's opinion 
fofie Tuesday, Peres and 
Netanyahu stand side by side, 
raising their right fists as they 
, deliver speeches through the 
. same megaphone. 

"Without a doubt there is a 
^difference between Labor and 
pMkud, but 1 don’t think it's the 


difference people are talking 
about," said a senior Egyptian 
official, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. "I don't 
think Likud is ami-peacc, and I 
don’t think Labor is for peace at 
any price." He added: "This 
election is not about Likud and 
Labor, it’s about whether you 
want to take the chance for 
peace. Whoever is elected, if 


they don’t offer the Palestinians 
a Palestinian state, you're not 
going to have a successful peace 
process.” 

The official acknowledged, 
however, that a Labor victory is 
more likely io lead to “a quick 
resumption of the peace pro¬ 
cess," which has lost momentum 
in recenL months. Negotiations 
between Syria and Israel are 


lIKillP 


ARAB BANK 


deadlocked over the fate of the 
Golan Heights, a strategically 
situated plateau overlooking 
Israel's Sea of Galilee that was 
seized by Israel in 1967. Syria 
has insisted char Israel commit 
to full withdrawal from the 
Golan in return for peace and 
normal relations. 

Continued on page 2 
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ABDUL MAJEED SHOMAN 
ARAB BANKER OF THE YEAR 

NEW YORK—Each 
Year the Union of 
Arab Banks recognizes 
a distinguished 
member for service to 
the cause of Arab 
Banking with the 
honour "Arab Banker 
of The Year.” 

In the course of a 
long and distinguished 
career Mr Abdul 
Majeed Shoman has 
been awarded this 
privilege for 1996 in 
an official ceremony in 
New York attended by 
dignitaries from the 
Banking co mmuni ty 
all over the world. 

Mr Shoman has 
been a tireless 
champion in 
mobilizing the Arab 
banking community to 
work together in becoming a catalyst for regional and global economic 
development. 

Through his 60 years of service to the cause of Arab banking, he has 
helped guide the rise of Arab Banks to center-stage among the financial 
institutions of the world. 

As chairman of the Arab Bank, Mr Shoman has presided over the rise of 
this institution into a leading force in building economic and banking 
relations between Arab countries and the rest of the world. Under his 
leadership, the B ank grew from a small business concern to an international 
conglomerate with a total balance sheet of 23 billion dollars. 
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A;z unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 



■ His Majesty King Hussein delivered a speech during the 
ceremony organized by the Prime Ministry to celebrate Jor¬ 
dan's golden jubilee. 

He said today's celebration is a reminder of the great 
achievements oF King Abdallah, the founder of the King¬ 
dom. and his efforts to achieve Arab unity. He added that 
what Jordan has accomplished up till now is an embodiment 
of the principles of the Great Arab Revolt led by his grandfa¬ 
ther Sharif Hussein Ben Ali. 

“Some think it is difficult for Jordan to realize the 
required levels because of its insufficient resources.” He 
stressed that what is much more important than resources is 
“our goodwill and determination to work for a prosperous 
future.” 

He added that a 100 days are not enough to base our 
judgements on the performance of the new government. 
“Because of the big responsibilities placed on the shoulder 
of the government, the picture will not change in a short 
period of time." 

The King stressed the significant role of democracy to 
build Jordan and lead it to a prosperous era. Every Jordanian, 
he said, has the right to a job to enable him to contribute to 
the development of this country. 


jj Media restructuring 
begins 

‘R Dr Muashcr's restructuring 
-plan for the Jordanian media 
;may finally be taking shape. 


?Last week, two draft laws deal¬ 


ing with the Television and 
Broadcasting Corp. and the Jor¬ 
dan News Agency. Petra, were 
approved by the government. 
They now go to Parliament for 
approval The draft laws aim to 
give these two public institu¬ 
tions complete financial and 
administrative independence. 
New boards of directors will be 
created to draw up policies for 
the running of these 
.organizations 


Shbeilat remains 
JEA president 

■ The Vice-President of the 
Jordanian Engineers Associa- 
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house to get to the mosque. Mr 
Shra’ was knocked down but 
only slightly hurt It is not 
known who his assailants were. 
However. Mr Shra’ has 
received threats, but his family 
did not expea these to be car¬ 
ried out Official sources said 
Mr AI Shra’ was the presiding 
judge in the Leith Shbeilat's 
case. However, he could not 
say whether this was the reason 
for the attempted assassination. 
Sources said that other motives 
could be tribal. However, 
investigations are still carrying 
on. 


Lawzi. It will cost a passenger 
JO 5 to travel between Amman 
and Tel Aviv; Amman-Heifa 
JD 4. 750 fils; Amman- 
Nazerth JD 4.300 fils; lrtnd- 
Nazerth. JD 3.600 fils; Irbid- 
Hcifa. JD 3.200 fils; Aqaba- 
Eilat JD 1,100 fils. 


More spies in the 
cupboard: This time 
Israelis 

■ Israeli Intelligence could be 
operating in Egypt and Jordan, 
according to Lhe British 
Observer. Unit 504 is dedicated 
to kidnap and attract collabora¬ 
tors. The unit’s operations were 
discovered by chance in Jerusa¬ 
lem. When a Palestinian was 
brought before an Israeli judge 
in Jerusalem accused of steal¬ 
ing a car. an Israeli security 
officer approached the bench 
and said the accused was an 
Israeli agent working in Jordan. 


Aviation policies get 
a hearing 

■ Today. Thursday, a seminar 
on Aviation Policies and Air 
Transport and its effects on the 
Middle East and Jordan is 
being held in the Institute of 
Diplomacy. The guest speaker 
is Peter Honhal. the head of the 
Europe Department in the 
IATA. 


lion. Mr Husni Abu Ghaida’ 
says that the recent decision of 
the Court of Cassation to 
uphold the verdict of the Stale 
Security Court on Leith Shbei- 
iat will not effect his position 
as JEA president Shbeilat was 
accused of Lese-Majesie, and 
the Court of Cassation saw no 
reason to reverse the State 
Security Court's verdicL Mr 
Shbeilat will now complete his 
three-year prison sentence. 


Irbid judge survives 
assassination 
attempt 

■ The head of the Court of 
First Instance in Irbid, judge 
Mohammad Faleh Al Shra' sur¬ 
vived an assassination attempt 
last week. Al Rui reported. Bul¬ 
lets flew from a passing car just 
as Mr A! Shra' was leaving his 


PM Kabariti and 
reshuffles 

■ It's the run of the mill again. 
No sooner had the Kabariti 
government passed its 100-day 
mark, whispers of a reshuffle 
could be heard. I hope we are 
not going to be subject to the 
reshuffle aura that we heard 
about every two weeks during 
the last Sherif Zeid's govern¬ 
ment. In the end it was just tire¬ 
some. His government stayed 
in power for well over a year. 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim Al 
Kabariti is not there for the tak¬ 
ing. He has come with a strong 
mandate and a strong backing 
from His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein. His “white revolution" has 
still a long way to go. So stop 
pondering into the realms of 
impossibility! 


Rates set between 
Jordan and Israel 

■ Rates for public transport 
between Jordan and Israel were 
set this week by the Minister of 
Transport. Mr Nasser Al 


Arab countries, 
officially silent, lean 
to Peres 


Continued from page 1 


Peres has hinted that he 
would give up the Golan in 
exchange for the right peace 
agreement; Netanyahu has said 
he would never do so. 

Whatever the views or mod¬ 
erate Arab governments, they 
are expressed almost entirely 
unofficially. In contrast to the 
Clinton administration, which 
has unabashedly aligned with 
Peres, pro-Wesiem Arab states 
maintain a studied aloofness, 
asserting they have no wish to 
involve themselves in Israeli 
domestic politics. 

In pan that is because they 
know they have little influence 
over the outcome and will have 
to live with the results, even if 
that means Netanyahu. King 
Hussein, for example, is still 
viewed as Pfercs’s closest Arab 
ally, but he has had little to say 
on the Israeli elections and has 
spent much of the campaign 
season travelling outside the 


region. 

“We have a neutral posi¬ 
tion." Minister of Information 
Dr Marwan Muashcr said in a 
telephone interview. “We have 
signed a peace treaty with the 
state of Israel, a treaty that has 
enjoyed widespread consensus 
in Israel. ... We only hope that 
any government that would 
emerge in Israel would con¬ 
tinue ... policies ... that would 
result in a comprehensive 
peace.” 

Without attribution, how¬ 
ever. Jordanian officials 
express concern that a Likud 
victory could have dangerous 
consequences for their country. 
Because of Jordan’s decision (u 
sign a peace treaty with Israel 
before a full settlement of the 
Arab-lsracli conflict, any inter¬ 
ruption in the peace process 
could add to tensions between 
Jordan and its Arab neigh¬ 
bors—especially Syria, with 
whom Jordan already is on 
shaky terms. ■ 



Bait Al Bawadi, the place of 
Jordanian culture 


Royal Wings to Gaza 

■ Royal Wings, the private 
local airline, may start flying 
directly to Gaza, that is os soon 
as the Palestinian airport 
becomes fully operational. The 
boss of Royal Wings. Mr Ahed 
Qintar says that his company is 
presently negotiating with the 
Palestinian Civil Aviation 
Authority to fly five times a 
week to Gaza. Officials at 
Royal Wings also say that the 
company wants to fly to 
Egyptian cities but they are 
having difficulties. Egyptian 
officials say that Royal Wings 
is welcome to fly to their 
country, but that Royal Jorda¬ 
nian must decrease their 
flights in the process. 


Another book 
refused 

■ The Press and Publication 
Dcp't is active again. It has 
just banned the distribution of 
a new book about Christian¬ 
ity. Titled Al Nassnumiyah. 
Min Al Tawheed Ela Al Tath- 
leeih ( Christianity. From the 
Unity of One to the Trinity), 
the book is written by Dr 
Mohammad AI Hajj. an 
Islamic Action Front deputy. 
Al Hajj expressed astonish¬ 
ment at the decision since the 
book was already published 
and distributed in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. According lo Al Sabeel. 
Al Hajj contacted the Press 
and Publication Dep’l, but 
said he wasn’t given a satis¬ 
factory answer and remained 


■ HRH Princess Basma. 
accompanied by Primp 
Minister Abd Al K.tnrn 
Kabariti. opened last 
Monday Bail Al Bawadif 
House of Budia). This is a 
permanent exhibition in 
Abdoun displaying the 
handicrafts projccts of the 
Queen Alia Fund. It pro¬ 
vides the unemployed 
with job opportunities and 
increases family income. 

The exhibition displays 
ceramics and carpets 
adorned with Islamic 
inscriptions but which 
keep up with modern 
styles and colours. 

Mr Awni Al Basheer. 
executive director of the 
fund, said this new edifice is an embodiment 
of the sustaining process that provide sources 
for productivity. Group-work is not a service 
but a partnership. He added that we should 
activate the role of people in serving the local 
community. 

Mr lorn Oliver, head of USAID .said the 



agency feels proud to support this'outstanding 
project whose developing goals are in har¬ 
mony with the philosophy of the fund. 

The opening ceremony was attended by a 
number of ministers, senators. Arab and for¬ 
eign diplomats, high officials of the fund and 
lovers of Jordanian heritage. 


adamant about their decision. 
The 


Littering the streets: No way! 


deputy 
says it 
is a his¬ 
torical 
academi 
c book 
and 

does not 
talk 
about 
modem 
Christ ia 



Al Hajj 


nay in 

Jordan or anywhere else in the 
world. We wonder, just who 
makes decisions in Press and 
Publications nr if they really 
ever read the books they ban. 


■ The Greater Amman Munici¬ 
pality (GAM) will start fining 
drivers if they arc seen littering 
the streets in Amman. GAM Sec¬ 
retary-General Dr Mamdouh Al 
Abbadi says “I believe its within 
our rights to fine drivers who 
drop litter from their cars in the 
street.” He adds that article 68 of 
the Traffic Law allows us to do 
that. The municipality is pres¬ 
ently discussing the amount to 
fine. But five dinars seems to be a 
well-rounded figure which GAM 
might be in favor of. Dr Abbadi 
says reactivating the law would 
certainly be very good for the 
making the capital cleaner. 
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Al Abbadi 


Close call for winner of 
crucial Israeli elections 


Continued from page 1 

to “move forward” on his 
course of Middle East peace¬ 
making. while challenger Ne¬ 
tanyahu fired back that Israelis 
live not in peace but in fear. 

The press called the half 
hour debate, the only one be¬ 
tween the two men. a draw. 

Meanwhile. Rabin’s killer, 
Yigal Amir, will be voting 
from his prison cell for the next 
prime minister. 

Leah Rabin, widow of the 
slain prime minister, called for 
voters to back Peres and com¬ 
plete the peace process begun 
by her husband. 

“We have lo continue his 
legacy and I hope we shall win 
the elections.” Leah Rabin told 
reporters after voting in Tel 
Aviv. “If we don’t, then the 
murderer has won.” 



Palestinian reaction 
In his situation room in Gaza 
City. Palestinian leader Yasser 
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Arafat and close aides were 
monitoring the latest Israeli 
campaign polls on a computer. 

The scrutiny reflected the 
Palestinians’ keen concern 
about the outcome of Wednes¬ 
day's Israeli elections— a refe¬ 
rendum on peacemaking where 
they have as much at slake as 
the Israelis, if not more. 

“We are dealing with the Is¬ 
raeli election as if it were our 
own. although the official line 
is (hat this is an Israeli affair 
and wc arc not interfering” :,aid 
Sufi an Abu Zatdeh. an Arafat 
adviser on Israeli affairs. 

Netanyahu surged from be¬ 
hind in the polls three months 
ago after a series of Palestinian 
suicide bombings left Israelis 
feeling vulnerable about Ihcir 
security. 

But with Netanyahu now 
breathing down Peres' neck in 
the polls. Arafat's government 
has not been content w merely 
sit hack and observe the cam¬ 


failed to cross the threshold, 
the votes cast for the party 
would have been lost. 

But efforts to get another 
small faction, the Progressive 
Union, to quit, have failed so 
far. Abu Zaidch said. 

Arafat was cautious Tues¬ 
day, suggesting that Isracli- 
Palcstinian peacemaking would 
survive a victory by [Netanya¬ 
hu. who has said he" will never 
agree to Palestinian demands 
for a state in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

“Wc have signed the agree¬ 
ment with the Israeli govern¬ 
ment. This is not a unilateral 
agreement, it is international,'' 
Arafat told reporters. 


The program includes pieces by Bach, Vivaldi^; Pa^anin{,tTschal^ysky 
and many others.' •' •. -SK . \i . 

Tickets available at: Ticket price: JD 8 


- Al-Ahla Abeti Swperwere. eeL 688481 
• AGsar Howw*. tel 82769S 

. Babiche. tel 661322 

- Caffe Mofo. ccL 856185 

- Character?, tel. 07-927106 

- Freddy (or Mtaic net 692696 

- Goethe lnstfrut tcL 641993 

- Music Box. tcL 815745 

- Romero. «l 6*4227 

- National Music Conservatory, tel 687620 
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paign, 

HU deputy, Mahmoud Ab¬ 
bas, has pressured two tiny Is¬ 
raeli Arab parties to withdraw 
from the race so thousands of 
Arab voles won’t be siphoned 
away from Peres. 

Arafat adviser Ahmed Tibi, 
an Israeli citizen, withdrew his 
candidacy last week after it be¬ 
came clear he would not have 
won the 45.000 votes needed to 
get a seat in the 120-membcr 
parliament. Had Tibi's party, 
the Arab Movement for 
Change, stayed in the race but 


US reaction 

In Washington and on Tues¬ 
day President Clinton said that 
the Israeli election gave voters 
a choice between pursuing 
peace with the Arabs or turning 
□way from the US-backed pro¬ 
cess. 

“They have to make the de¬ 
cision whether they want to 
pursue the peace process or 
not “ Clinton said. ‘That's their 
decision. Wc believe that, ulti¬ 
mately. it is the only way 10 
bring peace and security. And 
wc want both peace and sccuri- 
ty." 

While Clinton did not direct¬ 
ly endorse Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres the statement re¬ 
inforced an apparent US tilt to¬ 
ward Peres and his policy of re- i 
hnquishing territory to the 
Arabs. ■ 


Election 
unlikely to 
uproot mutual 
distrust in 
West Bank 


W. a vs 
J « 
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of “Judea and Samaria*', 
now peopled mainly by 
Arabs. 

The settlers regard the 
election as the most impor¬ 
tant one since the founding 
of Israel. The Palestinians 
say that although neither 
candidate would be good 
for them. Peres is the 
slightly lesser eviL 

Hebron encapsulates 
some of the larger ques¬ 
tions facing voters in 
Wednesday's election. 

Should Israelis in Heb¬ 
ron and elsewhere in the 
West Bank leave the lands 
occupied in the 1967 war 
in exchange for a durable 
peace? Or should they 
remain for the sake of their 
national security, the roots 
they have grown during the 
past 29 years and what 
they believe is their Bibli¬ 
cal birthright to this place 
of their forefathers? 

If they stay, will Pales¬ 
tinians and Israel's other 
Arab neighbors grow 
resigned and make peace, 
or will they always be 
silently awaiting the 
chance to strike bock with 
a knife or a gun or a sui¬ 
cide bomb, leaving Israel 
in a perpetual stale of 
insecurity? 

Most Israelis indicate a 
willingness to give up at 
least pan of the West Bank 
in exchange for peace, but 
for the settlers and their 
sympathizers—often mem¬ 
bers of ultra-religious 
groups—this election is a 
chance to halt, or at least 
slow, that peace process. 

“Everybody here under¬ 
stands that the situation is 
very, very serious. We’re 
al a crossroads.” said 
Wilder. 

Among Palestinians the 
pre-election mood was 
unremittingly gloomy, par¬ 
ticularly because of the 
ongoing closure of West 
Bank towns for security 
reasons, which prevents 
Palestinians from earning 
money in Israel. 

They' say they are 
unhappy with Peres’ recent 
performance, including the 
April military campaign in 
Lebanon, and fc3r he will 
break his promise to pull 
Israeli troops out of Heb¬ 
ron. BuL they believe 
Netanyahu would never 
give up the city to Palestin¬ 
ian rule, and therefore the 
settlers and the Israeli 
army would remain 
indefinitely. 

“Basically, it’s going to 
be another had period, no 
matter who wins,” said 
Ismael Had ad. an unem¬ 
ployed carpenter. 

There arc no signs on 
either side that the commu¬ 
nities in Hebron would 
consider a third way— 
trying to become friends. 
The mutual dislike is 
almost palpable. 

Wilder and Shurhaii 
have never met, although 
the entrance lo his office is 
close enough to Sharbati’s 
rooftop that they could 
shout hclJo if they wished, j 
Wilder expresses concern j 
that a Palestinian dwelling 
overlooks the area where 
the settlers' children play. 

Sharbali. who fears that 
the settlers will seek a pre¬ 
text to confiscate his 
house, admits he has never 
made an effort to talk to 
them. For him. it would he 
dangerous; Palestinians 
suspected of collaborating 
with Israelis have often 
been murdered. 

“Wc will never look al 
them as lovable neighbors 
because of the way they 
treat us." said Noah 
Mohammad Ibrahim Shc- 
ludi. whose shop sits on 
the road where the settlers 
walk on their way to 
prayers—carrying auto¬ 
matic rifles for protection. 


Israel opens 
commercial office 


in Qatar 

■ Israel seeks to widen its 
relations with the Arab Gulf 
countries. An Israel comtner* 
cial office was opened last 
week in the capiral of Qatar. 
Al Doha. 

An Israeli businessmen defer 
gallon arrived at the capital, 
where they met members front 
the Qatan chamber or com¬ 
merce and industry. 

The commercial office «. 
headed by an Israeli diploma, 
Samuel Raphael. . 

Qatar is the second Gulf' 
country to open direct relation* 
with Israel. Oman is in the fw®’ 
ccss of doing so. 
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Arafat aide sees 
crucial US role in 
final talks 

By George S. Hisfameh 

WASHINGTON—A senior member of the Palestinian Authori¬ 
ty said here it is crucial that the United States play “an important 
role" in seeing that the upcoming permanent status negotiations 
between the Palestinian Authority and Israel “come to a fruitful 
end" 

In the same breath Dr Nabil Shaath, the Palestinian Minister 
for Planning and International Cooperation, complained that the 
Palestinian Authority is facing “some serious problems” in get¬ 
ting full US support, primarily from Congress, that is needed to 
bring about Middle East peace. 

Dr Shaath came ‘to Washington after the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania, his alma mater, awarded him an honorary doctorate in 
law. He graduated from the university 31 years ago with a doc¬ 
torate in business from the university's famed Wharton School, 
where he also taught for live years before returning to the Mid¬ 
dle East. 

In his talk at the National Association of Arab Americans 
Foundation (NAAA) on 23 May, Shaath noted that although the 
Palestinians have fulfilled all their commitments under the peace 
process, they are still facing “a total freeze” in Congress on addi¬ 
tional aid. 

In 1993, ax an international donors conference in Washington, 
the United States had pledged $500 million to be disbursed over 
five years. Additional aid has been disbursed or earmarked 
through other US agencies. 

But this is not the case with Israel, Dr Shaath pointed out. Is¬ 
rael is supported “financially, politically and diplomatically in 
every way it requires." he stressed. 

“It can't continue like this. I think there is something wrong 
here that needs to be tackled." he argued. 

"This peace process needs real support from the United States 
in continuing these negou'ations (and) to make them succ eed ." 
he said, adding that die meeting earlier this month between 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and President Clinton at the White 
House was “very successful, very warm." 

He maintained that the Palestinians have come a long way in 
making the peace process a success, "in behavior” and especial¬ 
ly in amending the Palestinian charter, eliminating all the anti- 
Israel articles. He cited several instances where the peace pro¬ 
cess has been beneficial to Israel as well. 

In reply to a question, he said that the new Palestinian charter, 
which has yet to be drafted, will reflect the peace accords which 
have been signed and the “mutual recognition” letters ex¬ 
changed between Arafat and the late Israeli Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin. 

The peace process is at an important juncture, he explained. 
The United States has “a direct responsibility” to make it work 
since it is a major sponsor of the process that was launched in 
Madrid in 1991. 

Dr Shaath said that there are two issues at stake with the pro¬ 
cess at present: compliance and the permanent status talks . 

“No one has talked about Israeli compliance,” he declared. 
“Israel has not fulfilled many of its contractual obligations under 
the peace accords signed so far.” He charged that Israel still oc¬ 
cupies Palestinian villages, including Hebron, which it should 
have left three months ago. and prevents 'Tree passage” move¬ 
ment between Gaza and the West Bank as stipulated in the Oslo 
accords. 

Moreover, he continued. Israel continues to hold several thou¬ 
sand Palestinian political prisoners, including some women pris¬ 
oners who were supposed to be released under the Taba agree¬ 
ment, had it not been for the intervention of Israeli President 
Ezra Weizmarm. 

He went on to describe the Israel shutdown of the borders fol¬ 
lowing the recent bombings in Israeli cities as an “absolute, total 
suffocating siege.” This has devastated the Palestinian econo¬ 
my, he charged, and echoed recent observations here that the 
Palestinian workers may not even find jobs in Israel when and if 
the borders are opened. 

Taming to the issue of the permanent status talks, which were 
launched “ceremoniously and symbolically” on 6 May, as he 
put it, the minister observed that the peace process began with¬ 
out “the final outcome (being) clearly defined.” 

He said there was only one reference to it in the Oslo accords, 
namely that the final status negotiations are designed to imple¬ 
ment UN resolutions 242 and 338. 

The two guidelines of these resolutions, he added, stipulated 
the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force, the 
evacuation of the territories occupied in 1967 and that a fair so¬ 
lution be found for the Palestinian refugees. 

Otherwise, be continued, there should be no problem in set¬ 
tling these final issues if these resolutions were strictly imple¬ 
mented. But the peace accords, he went on, specified that the 
implementation of the settlement was left to “the parties nego¬ 
tiating die final status issues." 

That is why it is crucial that the United States play an impor¬ 
tant role in seeing these negotiations come to a fruitful end,” he 
stressed. 

At the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, where he 
spoke on May 24, Dr Shaath was reminded by a questioner that 
no one in the Labor Party suggested a return to the 1967 borders ! 
or a withdrawal from the Israeli settlements in the West Bank | 
"Vas in the cards." 

In reply. Dr Shaath underlined the "sanctity of resolutions 
242 and 338” and reminded his audience that Israel, under the 
Likud Party of Menachem Begin, withdrew “from every inch of 
Egyptian territory,” referring to the protracted negotiations of 
the Israeli enclave at Taba. now returned to Egypt. 

Similarly, in Jordan the UN resolution was observed, he add¬ 
ed, and "it will have to be respected in the negotiations with Syr¬ 
ia.” 

He emphasized. 'There is absolutely no reason why it should 
not be respected in the negotiations with the Palestinians." 

But Dr Shaath said the question of territory is not a major is¬ 
sue except over Jerusalem, although he noted that, in accordance 
with one interpretation, there may be “minor changes in territory 
oh both sides.” But in the case of Jerusalem, he added, “it will 
have to be resolved creatively.”® 




Australian author David Malouf 

‘...The rediscoveries of the 
renaissance belong all to the 
world that comes out of Baghdad’ 


Editor's Note: David Malouf 
is one of the greatest contem¬ 
porary writers. His novels 
seek to project the human 
psyche and touch upon uni¬ 
versal themes shared by 
every man. Malonf was born 
in Brisbane. His father's fam¬ 
ily travelled to Australia in 
the 1880's from Zahle in Leb¬ 
anon and bis mother’s family 
from London just before the 
first world‘war. At the age of 
24, he left Australia and 
remained abroad for nearly 
10 years teaching and travel¬ 
ling in Europe. His novel. An 
Imaginary Life, has been 
translated into Arabic. Last 
Wednesday It was announced 
in Ireland that Mr MalouPs 
novel Remembering Babylon 
won the richest international 
literary prize—the IMPAC 
Dublin Award. The Star's 
Munther Hamdan talked to 
Malouf in Amman about his 
literary experience. Excerpts 
follow: 

As an author, what do your 
novels seek to project? 

I write as an Australian and 
I think all writing begins first 
of all to be writing for the tribe. 

1 write about the Australian 
experience not just the current 
one but what has happened in 
Australia over the last 100 
years. It seems to me that often 
terrible things happen to people 
which need to be written about. 
A lot of history is rather terri¬ 
ble. In Australia there is the 
typicality of settling the coun¬ 
try, the displacement of aver¬ 
age people which (Australians) 
now feel guilty about and the 
two world wars in which many 
people have been killed. 

If societies suffer in a cer¬ 
tain kind of way. they will find 
it difficult to come to terms 
with this experience. One of the 
ways they can do thaL is 
through art. Fiction or painting 
can give these experiences the 
shape and allow people to go 
into the experience. This is 
seen as a healing process 
since one of the uses of an and 
literature is to allow that kind 
of healing to take place in soci¬ 
ety. 1 write about a lot of events 
in the history of Australia 
which are not peculiar to it 
They are also about people’s 
historical experiences any¬ 
where which are not purely 
Australian. Through imagina¬ 
tion. an is one way to heal. 

Do you draw on your Arab 
ancestry when you are writ¬ 
ing novels? 

I would say no. But that may 
not be true. I do not think that 
the writer knows what he is 
deeply drawing on. He is draw¬ 
ing on whatever he is. I am sure 
1 am drawing on some things 
which belong to my ancestry 
but l do not know which ones 
they are. I belong to the third 



David Malouf talking to The Star's Munther Hamdan 


generation. 1 was 

bom in Australia 

and my father was ^ta f*** ^ 

bom in Australia. Jr " 

My mother was ^ 
not Lebanese but ""‘"l-. 

English. My 
Grand parents 
went to Australia 
in the 18S0s. I 
was mostly given 
an Australian 
upbringing and 
education. Bui 
those things that 
belong to my 
background go 
very deep and they 
must be there 
somewhere. 

How do you see 
the role of the 
novel in creating 
a world culture, 

EiL to Uu . DaM >° Tl 

I do not believe 

in a world culture. When pco- most stereutypci 
pie read, they enter completely Australia and arc 
into a world which they have mosi racist kind « 
never been in before. It is the majority of Aus 
world that each novel creates are people of Eng 
to represent a whole life. In If you said to r 
this sense, it is possible for a there is a long h 
French person, a Danish, a Jor- lure behind most 
danian..ctc to enter the world of them would s; 
of my novel as an Australian you said to them 
does. It is up to the writer to our culture we oi 
make that 

experience ■ 

sufficient! 

y rich so / do not believe in a 

that the 

reader can world culture. When 

experience 

it as if it people read, they 

was his r f J 

own. Writ- enter completely into 

ing means , , , , . , 

to create a world which they 

something T 

which is have never been in 
and make before. It is the world 

it real even , 

to a reader that each tlOVel 
who does 

not know creates to represent a 

anything - 

about this whole life. 

world. 

After all. 

we all , 

have things in common which say is that Bagh 

make thai possible. We all care ^ lhat belonss u 
about the same things, cry at ture. It is a city th 
the same things and want the Arab culture. Mi 
same things for ourselves. mattered to medi 

and to the redisco 
How do you see the treat- renaissance belon, 
ment of Arabs in Australia? world that comes 
Is there the usual stereotyp- dad. Not many j 
ing that exists in other coun- that. I know that t 
tries of the West? had an Arab bac 

In Australia it is very unac- because f am rea. 
ceptable to be racist in any educated, 
kind of way. Newspapers and There are a lot 
the radio are not racists. Indi- Australia who ha 
vidual people may be racists background. There 
because you cannot legislate Lebanese. Egypt 
thaL But if. for example, you and Palestinians, 
wanted to look at any group in at least do recogni: 
Australia and say they are the cnee between th 
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that each novel 


most stereotyped people in 
Australia and arc treated in the 
most racist kind of way by the 
majority of Australians they 
are people of English origin. 

If you said to most people if 
there is a long history of cul¬ 
ture behind most Arabs, most 
of them would say no. And if 
you said to them how much of 
our culture we owe entirely to 
Arabs. 

. they 

would sav 

lieve in a vcr > |iulc 

Educated 

ire. When p e °p ]c 

know that 

ad, they ^ * 

, , / Algebra 

letely into and chem- 
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^ pie do not 
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tvping of 

h novel Arabs in 

that wav. 

epresenta when the 

f Gull war 

life. was on- 

*' what we 

— wanted 

really to 
say is that Baghdad is not a 
rify that belongs to another cul¬ 
ture. U is a city that belongs to 
Arab culture. Much of what 
mattered to medieval Europe 
and to the rediscoveries of the 
renaissance belongs all to the 
world that comes out of Bagh¬ 
dad. Not many people know 
that. 1 know that not because I 
had an Arab background but 
because I am reasonably well 
educated. 

There are a lot of people in 
Australia who have an Arab 
background. There are a lot of 
Lebanese. Egyptians, Iraqis 
and Palestinians. Australians 
at least do recognize the differ¬ 
ence between these people. 


They know the difference 
between Egyptians and Turks, 
that some are Arabs and some 
are not. Australians begin to 
be aware of subtle differences 
and (hat is a good thing. 

Can you tell us about your 
recently translated novel into 
Arabic an "Imaginary 
Life"? 

I have written this novel 20 
years ago. It is my second 
novel and the first to be trans¬ 
lated into Arabic. My latest 
book published is called 
Remembering Babylon. One of 
the reasons why it is useful to 
translate this work is that a lot 
of my books are set in Austra¬ 
lia. The fact that it is Austra¬ 
lian may make it difficult to 
translate. This book is set not 
in Australia but in classical 
times, and it is written in a lan¬ 
guage which is much specifi¬ 
cally Australian. So, for that 
reason it is a very good book 
to begin with to introduce to a 
different language. 

Your works have been 
translated into many lan¬ 
guages. What is the secret of 
your success? 

I don’t think any writer 
knows thaL one of the things is 
Lhat these books are mostly 
rather passionate books which 
involve people's feelings. They 
are books about feelings we ail 
share, and universal notions of 
possession and dispossession, 
violence or attempts to senle. 
They are books lhat are written 
very much from the body so 
they appeal to the senses in a 
way that allows people to enter 
into the experience not in an 
abstract way but in a very sen¬ 
sual kind of way. This makes 
people get inside the books. ■ j 
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The Gifts Of History 
Are Still Alive ... 

At 

Beit al Bawadi 

Home of the finest Jordanian handicrafts 
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Arrests escalate tension 
between Kabariti and 
Islamists 

Continued from page 1 

human rights. 

“The government have not presented any legal charges, no 
one was taken to court,” the spokesman added. “The govern¬ 
ment claims that it is still in the investigation process stage." 

In their meeting last week, the government and Islamists, 
failed to reduce the tension between them. On the contrary, the 
government refused to stop its arrests, insisting that it is still 
building up its case. 

The Brotherhood points out that these arrests harm the im¬ 
age of the country, and are a threat to the stability and safety 
of the society. 

"About 20 of the 40 people that were arrested are still in 
custody.” said deputy Theib Abdallah, who heads the Lower 
House Public Liberties Committee. Dr Abdallah who broke 
away from the Islamic Action Front (IAF) recently, refused 
the claim that the arrests were related to Hamas support. “We 
all support Hama< as a national religious movement, but these 
arrests have nothing to do with that,” Abdallah said. 

Few days ago. the authorities arrested Muslim Brotherhood 
member, Mr Abdel Jalil Awawdeh. the director of Dar Al Ar- 
qam Islamic Schools. In addition, arrests were made in Am- j 
man. Russeifa and Zarqa. Till now, the government refiised to 
release, Mr Waleed Tleekh, an engineer who is allegedly a Ha¬ 
mas supporter. Arrested last month, he is still under investiga¬ 
tion. His wife is prevented from visiting him and sources at the 
Jordanian Engineers Association say that Tleekh's health is 
deteriorating. 

Islamists are dismayed and believe that the government 
must take concerted actions. Observers argue that failure to do 
so will only worsen relations, weaken the moderates in the Is¬ 
lamic movement and strengthen the hand of the hardliners in 
the Islamic movemenL They have not welcomed the Kabariti’s 
govern menu as they believe that it is no different from the pre¬ 
vious ones. Certainly this means confrontation, observers 
argue. 

An Islamic source who preferred not to be identified, said 
lhat "The Muslim Brotherhood is losing its base in favor of 
other Islamic movements that are banned." The source ex¬ 
plained thaL the illegalized Islamic Liberation Party—calling 
for an Islamic Caliphate—is surviving only by the mostly 
young members who broke away from the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood. 

However. Islamic moderates are holding extensive meetings 
to form a new party. The idea is being discussed by two Islam¬ 
ic Lower House deputies. Dr Abdallah and Ahmad Kasasbeh, 
that recently split from the IAF. 

'The Islamic situation in Jordan demands a new formula, 
lhat could include all the different Islamic point of views, and 
not repress one opinion.” Abdallah said. “It is the right time to 
establish this party. But it is still gathering momentum.” 

Dr Abdallah believes that the coming party will not be an 
alternative to the IAF, but will seek to cooperate with iL The 
deputy said the party will be officially announced "very 
soon."® 


A major buy-out in AlAswaq 

THE GENERAL Assembly of the Arab Media Investment 
Co., (AMI) endorsed in consensus the decision taken by the 
company’s executive council to buy 891.000 shares of the 
Media Investment Co which owns Al Aswaq financial news¬ 
paper. 

The stock bought constitute 99 percent of Al Aswaq's 
shares. The cost of each share is JD 1.750 fils. The assembly 
authorized the executive council to proceed with the sale. 

The decision to buy came at the extraordinary meeting 
which was held last Tuesday at Jerusalem Hotel. It was’at¬ 
tended by the headed of the AMI’s executive council Dr Ali 
Al Suheimat and 28 shareholders who own 80 percent of the 
company's shares. ■ 



CyTW 

Ir is Springtime Now! 


Cyprus is an island of four seasons, and a year-round 
healthy climate. It is now the Spring season with flowers and 
green landscapes everywhere you go. 

Luxury hotels, night-life and food for every taste. 

Cyprus is visited by over two million Arab, Asian and 
European tourists every year. It also won the award of The 
World's Safest Country with Best Touristic Services". 
We are very near to you, with our friendly and hospitable 
people, so many of whom speak Arabic, English and French. 
For more information, see your Travel Agent or write to us for 
coloured brochures: 
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Tel: 337715, Roc 331M4 
P.O.Box 4535 
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Our Say. . . . 


Arabs are the losers 


AS ISRAELIS went to the polls Wednesday, the world waited anxiously for the re¬ 
sults which would determine the fate of the Middle East peace process. Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres, who in the last few days has seen his lead over his 
main challenger, right wing Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu, slip to few precious 
points, was right to pronounce the elections as the most important in Israel's 46- 
year history. 

But while the Palestinians, the Arab world, the United States and indeed most of 
the world, were hoping for a Labor victory so that the five-year-old peace process 
would be saved, the fact that the Israeli society was divided, almost equally, over 
the issue, was an eye opener. 

Regardless of who will emerge as the victor from this election, neither man can 
claim to have the majority of Israelis behind him. The two men, whose main differ¬ 
ence is over bartering land for peace with the Palestinians, the Syrians and the Leb¬ 
anese, they will not have a strong majority in the Knesset, and both will have tc 
build shaky alliances with minor parties on both sides of die political spectrum. 

A Peres win will not be a decisive one for the peace camp. It will not allow him a 
free hand in his negotiations with the Arab side. The issues of settlements. Jerusa¬ 
lem, the Golan Heights, Palestinian refugees and displaced persons will continue to 
challenge the peace process and prevent a just resolution to the Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict. 

Mr Netanyahu too, will find it difficult to turn the clock back on Israel's agree¬ 
ments with the Palestinians. He will hesitate before damaging Israel’s strategic rela¬ 
tions with the United States, which has invested in maintaining the peace process. 
Like Mr Peres, Mr Netanyahu will have to make adjustments to his electoral plat¬ 
form and offer some compromises. 

In both cases, Israel will not find it easy to heal the wounds, close ranks and con¬ 
trol emotions. Ever since the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, Israeli society has 
been sucked into a cycle of violence, radicalism, uncertainty and insecurity. This 
week's elections will not change the political map much. In fact, there is danger that 
the elections will either cement the status quo or further polarize the Israeli public. 

The Arabs, who have pinned their hopes on Mr Peres, stand to lose no matter 
who wins. The fact that he has maintained the blockade against Palestinian territo¬ 
ries and sanctioned the blitz against Lebanon means that in the final analysis his cal¬ 
culations are dictated by internal Israeli politics more than anything else. There is 
little doubt that this fact will remain the same even if Mr Peres remains at the helm. 

It would be foolish to expect Mr Peres to work diligently for Arab aspirations and 
ambitions when the Arabs are divided amongst themselves and continue to bicker 
over most common issues. Perhaps a Netanyahu victory, or the Netanyahu specter, 
will help sober them up and they would then start looking for solutions within 
themselves. ■ 
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0 Russian leader Bonis Yeltsin embraces the Chechen rebel leader Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev on the eve of a signing agreement to end the war between two sides. 
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Pelletreau affirms US 


policy in Middle East 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is a lecture on 
peace in the Middle East, given by the 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs, Robert Pelletreau. The 
lecture was delivered to CENTCOM, 
the Annual Southwest Asia Symposium 
in Tampa, Florida. Excerpts follow: 


Some in the region diagnose Saddam 
Hussein's regime, as "dead and still fly¬ 
ing" and it is line that the Iraqi armed forc¬ 
es are less imposing today than they were 
in 1990. But we who bear the responsibili¬ 
ty for ensuring security and stability in the 
Gulf cannor afford to be complacent. Sad¬ 
dam has shown on too many occasions his 
ruthless unpredictability. I've taken a spe¬ 
cial interest in the Central Command and 
its predecessor, the Rapid Deployment 
Force, since their creation after the trau¬ 
matic events of 1979: the fall of the Shah 
and taking of American hostages in Iron; 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, and 
President Carter's declaration of the Gulf 
as an area of vital US interest. Returning 
from Bahrain to my first lour in OSD, I 
participated in our early access negotia¬ 
tions with Oman, Egypt, Somalia and Ken¬ 
ya. We have come a Jong way since those 
early days. 

■ Close political-military coordination 
is uniquely important in the Middle East, 
where security issues have a high profile 
There are few if any areas of the world that 
combine such strategic importance to the 
United States with such chronic instability. 
While remarkable progress has been made 
toward achieving Arab-Israeli peace, seri¬ 
ous obstacles remain to be overcome. We 
must contend with proliferation threats, 
border disputes, the problems of domestic 
instability and economic underdevelop¬ 
ment. human-rights problems, to say noth¬ 
ing of the challenges of dealing with ter¬ 
rorism, extremism, and fanaticism. 

Instability in the Middle East carries 
profound dangers. It can threaten the se¬ 
curity of close friends and partners such as 
Israel and Egypt and the GCC slates. It 
can threaten our NATO partners in Eu¬ 
rope. It can threaten our ability lo protect 
vital oil supplies from the Gulf. It can 
bring new outbreaks of terrorism to our 
shores. And it can fuel a race to acquire 
weapons of mass destruction. 

With so many of our interests at stake, 
the United States cannot remain indifferent 
to this turbulent sector of the globe. 
Tempting as it is, we do not have the op¬ 
tion of picking up our marbles and going 
home. We have a major interest not just in 
preventing the outbreak of conflict and 
promoting the peaceful resolution of dis¬ 
putes, but also in changing the conduct and 
limiting the means of potential war- 
makers. and in isolating extremists who fo¬ 
ment destabilization and conflict.. This can 
only be achieved through active and sus¬ 
tained political engagement, backed by 
American military power, and through sup¬ 
port from our friends and allies. 

Securing a just, lasting and comprehen¬ 
sive peace between Israel and its neighbors 
remains a cornerstone of our overail For¬ 
eign policy. A successful peace process 
will enhance regional stability, remove a 
rallying point for fanaticism, and enhance 
prospects for political and economic devel¬ 
opment. The United States is engaged on 
several fronts to advance peace negotia¬ 
tions. an engagement which in tom helps 
achieve our other objectives in the Middle 
East. These include preserving Israel's se¬ 
curity and well-being: maintaining security 
arrangements ro preserve stability in the 
Persian Gulf and commercial access to its 
resources; combatting terrorism and weap¬ 
ons proliferation; assisting US business, 
and promoting political and economic re¬ 
form. 

Over the past iwo-and-a-haif years, the 
United States has lent its full support to Is¬ 
rael and Arab partners for peace as they 
take courageous measures to chan a new 
course for the Middle East. 

Our support has been essential because 
the forces of extremism and terror in the 
Middle East have worked hard to discredit 
the peacemakers and undermine their 
achievements. Particularly in the past few 
months, the peace process has been subject 
to very serious challenges—first the sui¬ 
cide bombings in Israel, then the confron¬ 
tation in southern Lebanon and northern Is¬ 
rael. 

■ Two weeks ago. Prime Minister Peres 
and Chairman Arafat were in Washington 
for separate meetings with President Clin¬ 
ton and Administration officials, in their 
discussions at the White House and with 
Secretary Christopher, bath parties reaf¬ 
firmed their determination to start die per¬ 
manent-status negotiations on time accord¬ 
ing to the calendar set forth in the 1993 
Declaration of Principles. 

Despite high decibel levels at the UN 
and in the regional press, they did just that, 
as in similar fashion, the Palestinians did 
not allow the fighting in South Lebanon to 
divert them from convening the Palestine 
National Council in Gaza and taking action 
to revoke the old charter provisions calling 
for Israel's destruction. The initial round 
began in Taba. Egypt, on 5 May. We will 
undoubtedly play a facilitaiive role as 
those talks unfold over the months and 
most likely several years ahead. 

Meanwhile, we will continue to look for 
other ways to support the peacemakers as 
they take risks for peace. During Prime 
Minister Peres’ visit to the United States, 
we signed a counterterrorism agreement 
and an agreement to expand cooperation 
on theater missile defense. 

■ Promoting comprehensive peace re¬ 
quires (he United States to stand beside 
Arab states as well as Israel as they take 
risks for peace. President Clinton commit¬ 
ted the United States to support Jordan 
when King Hussein defied the predictions 
of many observers and took bold Steps to¬ 
ward peace without waiting for others in 
the region. We worked quietly with Israel 
and Jordan for more than a year leading up 
to the signing of their peace treaty in 1994 
to identify potential areas of economic 
cooperation, many of which arc now being 
pursued. And with the support of Con¬ 
gress. wc have relieved Jordan of its bilat¬ 
eral debt to the US and undertaken to help 


Jordan meet its legitimate defense re¬ 
quirements through the provision oF a 
squadron of F-16s. 

Already we see evidence of the 
goodwill and cooperation engendered 
by Jordan’s decision for peace. Jor¬ 
dan and Israel are moving toward a 
warm peace on many levels. Israeli 
and Jordanian military officers have 
hosted one another. They have flown 
a joint humanitarian aid mission to 
Bosnia and have worked together to 
defuse landmines along their common 
border. For our part, we applaud 
King Hussein's clear moves away 
from the dictatorial regime in Bagh¬ 
dad and to rebuild Jordan's traditional 
relations with the GCC, Jordan's vig¬ 
orous enforcement of UN sanctions. 
and its decision to host the temporary 
deployment of the Airpower Expedi¬ 
tionary Force. This force is providing 
additional land-based air forces to 
augment regional deterrence while af¬ 
fording Jordan and the US Air Force 
increased joint training. 

■ US strategic cooperation with Pi 
Jordan is strengthening regional sta¬ 
bility and expanding on the solid 
foundation of the israeli-Egyptian peace 
treaty and close US-Egyplian military ties 
which have held firm for more than 17 
years. Egypt plays an important stabiliz¬ 
ing role in the region, supporting our peace 
process objectives and providing essential 
support for the US military presence. A 
decade of US-backed military moderniza¬ 
tion. coupled with strong Egyptian leader¬ 
ship. has helped build a modem force in 
Egypt capable of working effectively with 
US forces in coalition warfare. Egypt gal¬ 
vanized the Arab coalition during the Gulf 
War and constituted the second largest for¬ 
eign force to our own in the campaign to 
liberate Kuwait. And when Iraq threat¬ 
ened Kuwait again in October 1994. 
Egypt's expeditious approval for deploy¬ 
ment of a carrier battle group through the 
Suez Cana) sent a critical signal to the 
Baghdad regime. 

We continue to rely on Egypt for quick 
transit of military assets to and from the 
Gulf region. The US routinely conducts 
500 military overflights each month. Our 
military assistance also facilitates Egypt's 
contributions to international peacekeeping 
operations. At last count, Egypt was in¬ 
volved in five different peacekeeping oper¬ 
ations. The Foreign Minister of a Gulf 
country said to me recently, "You must 
continue to assist Egypt. For us. Egypt is 
the High Dam." 

We sec the economic underpinnings of 
peace agreements as vital to their success. 
In addition to our bilateral efforts, we have 
put a lot of energy into the economic sum¬ 
mit process, which’will convene for the 
third time this coming Fall in Cairo. Tlic 
two previous regional economic summits 
in Casablanca and Amman were instru¬ 
mental in galvanizing regional economic 
cooperation and showcasing new commer¬ 
cial opportunities opened up by the peace 
process. They have stimulated a new level 
of inlra-regional economic activity and 
contact, as well as a progressive disman¬ 
tling of the barriers to trade on the Arab- 
Israeli level, the Arab-Arab level, and also 
the global level. 

■ Let me turn to our policy toward the 
Gulf region. A key national-security con¬ 
cern is to protect our friends and vital in¬ 
terests in the Gulf against the twin dangers 
of hegemony and regional conflict. The 
chief threats today come from Iraq and 
Iran. Powerful in regional terms, the dic¬ 
tatorship in Iraq and the theocracy in Iran 
openly declare their enmity toward the 
United Stales, blatantly disregard interna¬ 
tional norms of behavior, and pose a direct 
threat to their neighbors. The US commit¬ 
ment to protect the Gulf from domination 
by a hostile power is not new: a scries of 
Presidents from both parties have ex¬ 
pressed this commitment in private discus¬ 
sions with leaders of the urea and in public 
declarations. 

■ Our policy on Iraq remains firm: Iraq 
must fulfill nil obligations established un¬ 
der UN Security Council resolutions 
passed after the invasion. No relaxation of 
the sanctions will be possible until Iraq 
complies fully. There is solid allied sup¬ 
port for this position; Lhe Security Council 
last week unanimously agreed for the 31st 
lime to maintain sanctions without modifi¬ 
cation. As the most recent report submit¬ 
ted by UN5COM Chairman Ekciis lays 
out. Iraq continues to hide evidence of past 
weapons programs and is continuing clan¬ 
destine efforts to develop missiles and oth¬ 
er frightening weapons. It has not yet re¬ 
turned stolen Kuwaiti military equipment 
or complied with one of the most univer¬ 
sally accepted rules of warfare, a good 
faith effort to account for prisoners and 
MIAs when (he fighting is over. 

■ Iran represents a different—and in 
some ways more complex—challenge. 
There arc no UN sanctions on Iran, and 
there are significant differences between 
the United States and its allies over how to 
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deal with Iran. We have deep objections 
to several of Iran's policies, including its 
support for terrorism, pursuit of weapons 
of mass destruction, support for Hamas 
and other violent groups seeking to derail 
the peace process, subversion of other gov¬ 
ernments. and a human rights record which 
is deservedly condemned by the interna¬ 
tional community. None of these policies 
is required by Islamic teachings. President 
Clinton's decision one year ago to impose 
a trade and investment embargo against 
Iran affirmed both the depth of US feeling 
about Iran's conducL and our willingness to 
assume leadership of a stronger interna¬ 
tional effort to confront the Iranian chal¬ 
lenge. 

We have called on all major industrial 
slates to join the United States in denying 
Iran sophisticated armaments, nuclear 
technology, and preferential economic 
treatment. Although European govern¬ 
ments have not os yet seen fit to join us in 
a full embargo of Iran, no government or 
international financial institution is provid¬ 
ing Iran with any official aid. Our allies 
have substantially reduced the pace and 
scope of new loans and investment guaran¬ 
tees. 

On balance, however, our efforts to im¬ 
pose a severe economic cost on Iran for 
pursuing objectionable policies have so far 
elicited a disappointing and lukewarm re¬ 
sponse from our allies, despite our urging 
and ongoing discussions with them. Some 
of our .closest allies, in the hope of com¬ 
mercial reword, have been tolerant of 
Iran’s outlawbehavior.-We-are. therefore^ 
working with Congress to devise more 
thorough-going and effective measures to 
step up international pressure on Iran. 

At the same time, we see no viable op¬ 
position movement in Iran at this time. 
Wc. therefore, remain willing to enter an 
authorized and above-board dialogue with 
Iran’s leadership and we will welcome bet¬ 
ter relations with Iran once it abandons its 
unacceptable policies and begins to act as 
a peaceful not aggressive neighbor in the 
region and responsible member of the in¬ 
ternational community. 

US efforts to enhance the militaiy 
strength of the six states of the GCC arc an 
important complement to our political ef¬ 
forts to contain the threat from Iran and 
Iraq. Under CENTCOM's determined 
leadership, the United States has made 
steady progress in improving security 
cooperation with these states since Desert 
Storm. Wc have a three-tier approach. 
First, wc help each Gulf state strengthen its 
individual defense forces through our de¬ 
fense sales and training programs. Second, 
wc encourage regional defense cooperation 
among the Gulf states through the GCC's 
collective security arrangements. The 
GCC's recent exercises in Kuwait and in 
the seas off Oman mark an important 
step forward, although there is quite a 
long way to go in this area. Hie recent 
resolution of the Saudi-Qatari border dis¬ 
pute should improve the atmosphere. 

1 believe there is a general understand¬ 
ing that the US cannot and does not aim 
to impose a “pax Americana" on the 
Gulf. Our own anti-impcriatisi tradition 
prevents it. as does Lhe strong anticoloni- 
al sentiment of the area's citizens. We 
may be the dominant ourside power, but 
we must operate within a unique—and 
complicated—political framework. 

While our friendship and strength are 
welcome, area governments resist per¬ 
manent bases, iron-clad treaty arrange¬ 
ments. and grand blueprints for NATO- 
like structures. The frustrating costs in 
efficiency and capability of this still-ioo- 
ad-hoc security structure means (hat we - ' 
and Guff governments must continue the 
process of consultation and adjustment 
in order to construct and maintain a cred¬ 
ible dererrent against evolving threats.! 
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Oilforfood 


WITH GREAT reHef, we 
witness this small im¬ 
provement in relations be¬ 
tween Iraq and the UN as 
the oil- for-food deal is fi¬ 
nally signed. It is hoped 
that this first step will pro¬ 
vide the Iraqi people with 
the essential breathing 
space, and restore some of 
their dignity robbed by a 
series of misfortunes and 
mistakes. 

When one talks about 
the Iraqi people, we mean 
the whole country rather 
than one segment of the 
population. It is most im¬ 
portant that the whole of 
Iraq benefits from this 
small UN mercy, in as 
much as the whole of Iraq 
had to suffer from the UN 
wrath. 

At the end of the day. 
victories will be measured 
by the relief provided to 
the sick, hungry and less 
fortunate. All segments of 
the Iraqi population are in 
the same circumstances, 
and unless there is a na¬ 
tional accord between all, 
that safeguards the geo¬ 
graphical unity of the 
country, there will always 
be winners as well as los¬ 


ers. 

It is still premature to 
start predicting events, for 
the sanctions will continu¬ 
ously be reviewed regular¬ 
ly and more importantly, 
the US elections are liter¬ 
ally around the corner. So 
long as Mr Bob Dole is 
not threatening the pros¬ 
pects of the re-election of 
President Clinton, we can 


assume a comparative 
safety, in the facr that 
there will not be a military 
action against Iraq. So far, 
events are indicating 
progress, but one never 
knows the exact truth be¬ 
hind the oil-for-food deal. 

As for the effects of 
this development, region¬ 
ally, we can read plenty of 
rhetoric in all sorts of lo¬ 
cal, regional and interna¬ 
tional publications. Not¬ 
withstanding the fact that 
Jordan as a responsible 
member of the UN, and 
has conformed lo the UN 
embargo regulations, all 
sorts of theories emerged 
regarding the negative ef¬ 
fects on the Jordanian 
economy. Some even 
went as far as to suggest 
that Iraq will seek ven¬ 
geance because of Jor¬ 
dan's position. 1 

The real point which 
was clearly missed, is the 
fact that Jordan has al¬ 
ways spoken against op¬ 
pression and violations of 
human rights regardless of 
the nature of the regimes 
in the area. When Jordan 
stood very clearly for the 
unity of Iraq, and alleviat¬ 
ing the suffering imposed 
on the Iraqi people, all 
shades of politics, inter¬ 
nally and externally ac¬ 
cused Jordan of harboring 
intentions against a frater¬ 
nal country. 

When we spoke of the 
human dimension of the 
Iraqi tragedy, our accusers 
were calculating die same 
tragedy in terms of mone¬ 
tary value, and trade bene¬ 
fits. When wc host the 
largest Iraqi refugee com¬ 
munity in the whole re¬ 
gion, and suffer the eco¬ 
nomic burdens, others are 
thinking of hosting pipe¬ 
lines and economic zones. 
Whar is it ihai Jordan has 
done to feed the imagina¬ 
tion of the fictitious script 
writers? Have we not been 
always for Iraq and the 
Iraqi people? Or is it that 
flagellation and self- 
flagellation arc far too in¬ 
grained in the character 
of Jordanians? 

Any rapprochement be- ' 
tween our brothers, or re- i 
giona! neighbors is wef- i 
corned by Jordan. For j 
good ncighborliness can > 
only promote trust and | 
confidence in Middle 
Eastern political and eco¬ 
nomic affairs. There is no 
need to exaggerate the na¬ 
ture of relations between 
Iraq and Turkey, as well 
as Iraq and Syria, for Jor¬ 
dan and Iraq still hold ex¬ 
cellent relations in os 
much as expected be¬ 
tween two fraternal Islam¬ 
ic and Arab countries. 

This phobia which has 
been developing recently- 
as a result of the improve¬ 
ment of relations between 
the countries in the re¬ 
gion, emanates form the 
same narrow-minded Zero 
Sum Game. We must not 
keep thinking in terms of 
winners and losers, but 
rather in terms of “we oil 
win," or “wc all lose." ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The meetings of ihe 
Jordanian-Egyptian High 
Committee concentrated 
on the improvement of 
relations in the tourism, 
transport and labor fields 
between the two coun¬ 
tries. Customs on com¬ 
modities between Jordan 
and . Egypt have 
decreased at rates varying 
from 30-50ft. The bal¬ 
ance of trade between the 
two, countries reached JD 
41,2 million . last year 
compared to JD 35.8 in 
1944. The balance is in 
Egypt's favor that is esti¬ 
mated at JD 23.2 million 
lost year and JD 23.8 in 
1994. 

■ The Amman Financial 
Market held its annual 
meeting last week during 
which it defined the rea¬ 
son for the decrease in the 
trading volume on the 
AFM. The trading volume 
shrunk noticeably since 
the second half of 1993 
and continued a down¬ 
ward trend in the last two 
years. The trading volume 
in both the organized and 
parallel markets in 1995 
amounted to JD 418.9 
million compared to JD 
495 million in 1994, that 
is a drop of 15.4ft. The 
share price index 
weighted by market capi¬ 
talization was calculated 
by the market at a closing 
price of 159.2 in 1995. 
This is compared to the 
closing price of 143.6 in 
1994, a 10.8ft increase. 
The “unweighted*' price 
index decreased in 1995 
by 11.4ft. 

■ The Schab Industrial 

Estate, which was started 
14 years ago, has pres¬ 
ently 336 industrial com¬ 
panies at more than JD I 
billion in investments. On 
the other hand, the AI 
Hasson Industrial Estate 
has 54 industrial compa¬ 
nies at JD 60 million in 
investments. It is hoped 
by the-year. 2000 many 
more industrial estates 
will be set up through out 
the Kingdom, • ; V 

■ The industrial sector is 
highly dynamic in the 
economy of Jordan. Since 
1994 its productivity has 
increased by more than 
JD 1,700 and contributes 
effectively to the Gross 
National Income. The 
industrial sector employs 
more than a 100,000 peo¬ 
ple in the national 
economy. 

■ The Industrial Engi¬ 
neering Co., Ltd made a 
profit of JD 115.9 thou¬ 
sand for 1995. This is a 
41 percent increase over 
.1994. Company sales also 
increase by 37% over 
1994. Company exports 
were JD 1,271 million, a 
26ft over 1994. 
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Conference discusses Israel’s role in 
Jordanian and regional development 



By Mohammad Adawiya 

Special lo The Star 

PARTICIPANTS AT a confer¬ 
ence on the future of ibe Jordanian 

economy placed much of their 
attention cm Israel’s role in 
regional development. While 
some argued that economic inte¬ 
gration is a likely option, others 
argued that Israel’s role would 
most likely be a minimal one with 
link impact on the Jordan econ¬ 
omy. Despite these varying opin¬ 
ions, however, it was evident that 
Israel was on the minds of many 
people. 

Tbe conference, entitled “The 
Jordanian Economy within its 
Regional and International Frame¬ 


work: A Future Look” focused on 
the Jordanian economy against a 
backdrop of regional develop¬ 
ments. As Mr Hani Hourani, 
chairman of the preparatory com¬ 
mittee said, the conference was 
organized, “_to discuss the chal¬ 
lenges... to the economy of Jordan 
and the chances for its develop¬ 
ment and growth within its 
regional framework." 

The event, co-sponsored by Al 
Urdun Al Jadid Research Center, 
Philadelphia University, and Frie¬ 
drich Ebert Stiftung, covered top¬ 
ics such as water and agriculture, 
banking, and tourism. Participants 
however, which represented the 
US. Europe, and Jordan, focused 
much of their attention on Israel's 


impact and role on these topics. 

“Israel focuses more on Europe 
and America than on the Arab 
economies." Dr Tayseer Abdul 
Jabcr. a participant at the confer¬ 
ence stated. Dr Jaber, presenter of 
a working paper on the likely sce¬ 
narios tor the formation of a 
regional economic block, believed 
that Israel is “selective with whom 
they trade" and for thus may elect 
to stay away from the Arab 
economics. 

Not everyone at the four day 
gathering, which ended yesterday, 
shared this view however On the 
last day of the conference, a work¬ 
ing paper presented by Dr Adel 
Zagha argued of the inevitability 
that the Jordanian and Israeli econ¬ 


omies. along with that of Palestine, 
will merge. This view was not 
shared by Dr Fahcd Al Fanek, a 
discussant nf Dr Zagha's paper. 

“1 don't think it will go in that 
direction," Dr Fanek said. Israel, 
he believes is more focused on 
“politics and security [and] not the 
market.*’ Dr Fancfc. a Jordanian 
economist, is also quick to point 
out, that it may not be to Jordan's 
interest in achieving economic 
integration with Israel. “Jordan is 
nor ready," Dr Al Fanek simply 
stated. Explaining that Jordan 
delayed the recently signed trade 
agreement with Israel due to differ¬ 
ing views on track? liberalization 
between the two countries. Dr 
Fanek believes that Jordan would 
only stand to lose from any such 


An Economic Saudi 
delegation visits Jordan 


AMMAN (Star)—AN ECONOMIC [ 
Saudi delegation arrived in | 
Amman last week to meet with Jor- r 
danian businessmen in the public | 
and private sector. The delegation, p 
headed by chairman of the Federa- g 
lion of Commercial-Industrial | 
Chambers in Saudi Arabia, Mr Abd 0 
AI Rahman Al Jureisy are discuss¬ 
ing with Jordanian businessmen I 
the possibilities of developing eco¬ 
nomic relations between the two 
countries. 

The delegates were received by 
Mr Haidar Murad, the chairman of 
Jordan's Federation of the Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce. He emphasized 
the importance of the visit and said 
it will help the private sectors in 
both countries to gain momentum. 

He added that Jordan is looking 
forward to increasing the size of 
investment and external trade 
between the two countries which 
amounts to JD 162 million. 

The delegation consists of 65 
businessmen from the biggest § 
industrial, agricultural, cominer- 9 
rial and tourist sectors. They are /a 
discussing* with their Jordanian It 
counterparts ways of establishing a 
private Saudi-Jordanian holding 
Company. 

Al Jureisy said the economic laws 
in Jordan and the amendment of these 


\m 





HM King Hussein and HRH Crown Prince Hassan with Saudi delegation at 
Industrial expo 


laws contribute to attracting business¬ 
men to carry out projects and invest in 
Jordan. He added that trade exchange 
between the two countries should be 


enhanced as Saudi Arabia is consid¬ 
ered a wide market for Jordanian 
exports of high quality and suitable 
prices.* • 


Indian businessmen seek to expand 
cooperation with local counterparts 


By Harry Pullens 

Special to The Star 

A HIGH-Ievel business delega¬ 
tion from India representing the 
Basic Chemicals, Pharmaceuti¬ 
cals and Cosmetics Export Pro¬ 
motion Council (CHEMEX- 
CIL), set up by the Indian 
Government, today, Thursday 
ends its three-day visit to Jor¬ 
dan. The 25-Member delega¬ 
tion headed by Mr PS Patel, the 
chairman of VIPOR Chemicals, 
includes Leading Indian manu¬ 
facturers and exporters of 
drugs, pharmaceuticals, medi¬ 
cal disposables, organic and 
inorganic chemicals as well as 
-dyes and dye intermediates. 

As part of the visit, ihe 
Embassy of India in Ammon 
organized a Buyer-Seller Meet 
at Hotel Forte Grand, which 
provided an opportunity lo the 
delegation to establish business 
contacts with their Jordanian 
counterparts. 

The Indian ambassador in 
Amman. Mr Gajanan 
Wakankar who said that the 
delegation are representing 18 
different companies, explained 
that the aim of the visit is to 
increase trade in specific areas 
such as chemicals, pharmaceu¬ 
ticals and agro-chemicals. 

The visit coincides with the 
Jordan lniemational Industrial 
Exhibition organized by ihe 


Amman Chamber of Industry 
at Amman lniemational Fair 
Premises at Marj Al-Hammam. 
Mr Patel explained that the del¬ 
egates are here to "clear any 
clouds or obstacles Lhat may 
hamper business deals." 

Mr Sundeep Aurora, the 
director of Pharmed Chemicals 
believes that there is a wide 
possibility for collaboration 
with their Jordanian counter¬ 
parts. He explained lhat there is 
a need for complementary busi¬ 
ness survey of both countries 
and specification checks to ini¬ 
tiate more business deals. “You 
can’t walk into a country and 
sign business agreements." 

The group met with the 
Chairman of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry Mr Khal¬ 
dun Abu Hassan before visiting 
the industrial Exhibition. 

The delegation's visit to the 
fair provided an opportunity to 
the delegation to get 
acquainted with the diversity of 
Jordanian manufacturers and 
the Kingdom’s achievements 
in the industrial sphere for the 
last 50 years of Independence. 

The delegation which met 
many Jordanian businessmen, 
underlined the need for cooper¬ 
ation and described die Jorda¬ 
nian experience in pharmaceu¬ 
ticals as impressive. Dr Abdel 
Rahim Jailad, the general man¬ 
ager of Munir Sukhtian Co., in 


Amman, which is an agent to 
over 200 international compa¬ 
nies, described the meeting 
with the Indian delegation as 
"very productive." 

The visit lo Jordan is part of 
CHEMEXCIL's tour to Egypt. 
Syria and Iran. The members 
of the delegation held talks 


with over 100 Jordanian manu¬ 
facturers and importers of phar¬ 
maceuticals. bulk drugs, 
organic and inorganic chemi¬ 
cals and allied products. 

The delegates are to meet 
today the Minister of Health Dr 
A ref Batnineh.B 


Turkish exhibit proves 
highly successful 

THEFOUR-day Second Turkish products exhibition which ends 
today, llnirsday aimsfo boost commercial and Industrial cooper¬ 
ation between Turkey and Jordan, says Mr Turgay Denar, the 
commenisd countilktf Amman. Tur¬ 

key *96, patronized by die Minister of Trade and Industry, Mr 
Afi Abu Ragbeb, is a mqjor exposition of Turkish products. On 
display are products of 21 firms representing industrial sectors in 
Turitey. These indude cars and spareparts, aluminium, iron and 
steel, bidding materials, pharmaceutical raw materials, cleaning 
equipment, cosmetics, electrical and electronics products, packag¬ 
ing material, foodstuff manufacturing machinery. 

The counsellor said that over 40 Turkish companies took part 
in tbe first exhibitioa held last year. However, he explained that 
this year’s exhibit, with representation from only 20 companies is 
more powerful and diverse. A one-day seminar titled ‘Turkish- 
jnr Hnnian Fiwinmic fiVade relations and their future” was held 
alongside the exhibit It was attended by the visiting Turkish, 
buaness delegation, members from the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association and the Federation of Jordanian Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The delegation also met with government officials and busi¬ 
nessmen. I 


free trade agreements. “Israel is 
partners with the European Union 
and American.'' he said Bring 
part of that partnership “means we 
will compete with them on an 
equal footing,” a thought which 
Dr Fanek does not relish. Israel on 
the other hand would hove much 
lo gain according to him. The pro¬ 
tective nature of Jordan's econ¬ 
omy coming in the form of such 
things as high custom charges, 
will allow Israel to dominate the 
Jordanian economy market virtu¬ 
ally unhindered 

With regards to economic rela¬ 
tions with the Palestinians, Dr 
Fanek believes lhat "this is a prob¬ 
lem.” Citing the lack of Palestin¬ 
ian sovereignty. Dr Fanek does 
not think Lhat decisions can be 
made and perhaps more impor¬ 
tantly. implemented “We would 
be deceiving ourselves." he says. 
In regards to the possible benefits 
for both sides. Dr Fanek simply 
said, “we can give but we can't 
take." 

Another topic receiving consid¬ 
erable attention at the conference 
was that of privatization in the Jor¬ 
danian economy. Many speakers 
at the conference advocated privat¬ 
ization as a solution to ihe coun¬ 
try's future economic challenges. 
Professor Klaus Kisker. however, 
cautioned participants of the posa¬ 
ble dangers inherent in privatiza¬ 
tion. He pointed an lhat people 
need to “distinguish'* between lib¬ 
eralization and privatization: two 
veiy different concepts which he 
believes are often lumped 
together. 

Dr Kisker explained that 
whereas liberalization refers to a 
deregulation process in the econ¬ 
omy, privatization addresses 
issues concerning modes of pro¬ 
duction. . He noted lhat a country 
may theoretically have a large pri¬ 
vate sector for example, but be 
highly regulated. The opposite 
may also be true. Admitting his 
unfamiliarity with details of the 
Jordanian economy, the professor 
at the Institute for Commercial 
Policy in Berlin, who also pre¬ 
sented a paper at the conference 
entitled “Regional Development 
and the Crisis of the World Econ¬ 
omy.” simply pointed out that 
“from a theoretical point of view, 
be careful with privatization." ■ 
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‘ ‘Oil-for-food'' may pave way for an 

end to UN Sanctions against Iraq 

AFTER EXTENSIVE negotiations held between Dr Abdel 
Amir AI Anbari and the head of the UN legal counsel. Iraq and 
the United Nations might be moving towards ending the six- 
year UN sanctions imposed on Iraq. 

According to this accord, Iraq is allowed to export about 
700,000 barrels of crude oil per day [worth SI billion; over six 
months. 

Half this amount will be allocated to pay the bills of Iraqi 
imports of food, medicine and other humanitarian supplies that 
cannot be used for military purposes. 

Such an agreement will enable Iraq to meet the needs of its 
people in addition to revive the process of production, trans¬ 
port. imports and exports. 

With this, the UN should move closer towards a complete 
lifting of the economic embargo on Iraq, Dr Tayseer Abdel 
Jabber said in Ad Dastour. 

However, as Arabs, we should not be very optimistic, but 
neither should we be very pessimistic of this limited solution 
for the alleviation of the sufferings of the Iraqi people. Ail 
operations related lo food and medicine distribution and crude 
oil exports from the Iraqi points to the Turkish point, will be 
supervised and managed by the UN, he adds. 

Many factors affect the goal of achieving stability in the 
region. These include the Israeli elections and their impact on 
the peace process, the role of Turkey, the American campaign 
against Iran, and Arab reconciliation and of course the Ameri¬ 
can elections, he points out. 

On the domestic side. Jordan can benefit from this agree¬ 
ment to improve its economic conditions, settle its debts with 
Iraq, and increase transit trade between Iraq and other 
countries. 

As to the private sector. Jordanian businessmen, private 
companies, or even individuals, should move immediately to 
rebuild our relations with Iraq, strengthen our ties with that 
country and stand strongly against any attempt to isolate it. Dr 
Jabber concludes. ■ 


Profits climb to £585 million 
in record year 

BRITISH AIRWAYS announced record pre-tax profits of 
£585 million for the year up to 31 March, 1996. 

The result represents a climb of 29.4 percent on the £452 mil¬ 
lion (before Lhe provision against the investment in US Air 
achieved last year). It was achieved on revenues rising by 8.1 
percent to £7,760 million. 

- Sir Colin Marshall, the Chairman, said: "The result reflects 
the continued strong performance in customer service stan¬ 
dards. creating demand for passenger and freight services on a 
capacity growth which produced record seat and overall load fac¬ 
tors. Continued focus on managing costs also contributed." 

The 55.000 employees will share a record bonus of £94 mil¬ 
lion, equivalent to just under four week’s basic pay each, with a 
minimum of £1,210 for those in the UK Last year, their bonus 
represented just more than three week's basic pay, totalling £66 
million. 

Around two-thirds of the company's world force currently own 
between them some 4 per cent of its share. The airline has set 
itself target of 10 per cent of its stock held by its employees. ■ , 


Industrial expo displays 
Jordanian products for export 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to the Star 

IN AN ATTEMPT to promote exports, and 
regionalize Jordanian industries, the Amman 
Chamber of Industry organized the Jordan 
Industrial Exhibition. About 165 companies 
and 15 delegates from Arab states are partici¬ 
pating in the event. The exhibition seeks to 
fascililate Jordanian industries to Gulf 
markets. 

Under the patronage of HM King Hussein, 
the industrial exhibition was opened by 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti last 
Sunday. Also attending was Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb. 

The companies displaying their products 
can be divided into three groups. Industrial 
products had a large share of the exhibition. 
Firms presenting boiler burners, batteries, 
chemicals, cables, plastic molding and carbo¬ 
nates were among the most competetive try¬ 
ing to sell their products to Arab countries 
through their local agents. 

Commodities producers had a large pres¬ 
ence os well. Detergents, health and medical 
accessories, cosmetics, furniture, papier, sta¬ 
tionary. and upholstery firms publicizing 
their products to gain the confidence of for¬ 
eign markets. The third are the food produc¬ 
ers, such as coned foodstuffs, crackers, ice¬ 
cream and dairy products. 

The exhibition lasts till Sunday. 2 June, 
which should give interested parties enough 
time to conducL business with the Arab dele¬ 
gates. Several firms' representatives told The 
Star that they are hopeful of selling their 
products “but harldy any deals have been 
negotiatied yet." 

Some of the industrial products are leaders 



Deep Well Vertical Turbine pump 

in the Middle East. These include the Arab 
Pump Manufacturing Co. which manufac¬ 
tures deep well vertical turbine pumps and 
the smallest submerged pump ever produced 
in the region. Another company is the Jordan 
Cable Co., which produces up to 30 mm elec¬ 
tric three phase cables. They can carry 
enough power to light an entire area like 
Abdoun. Another is the Jordan Carbonate Co. 
which has two plants in Jordan, one in Saudi 
Arabia, one in Syria and another in Egypt. 
Their production competes with Lhe UK. 
although the loner is renowned for the quality 
of Lheir carbonates. ■ 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


26-28 MAY 


SATURDAY 




SUNDAY 


♦ JIMCO 5M 

♦ Jerusalem Insurance J-W 

♦ lntnmcri^ ChopioL 4.% 


MONDAY 


♦ ftariianiiofyftfjca'Coitveitinf 5.71 

♦ National Ptasuc 

♦ F.pariniK Inv m mm Hahflnp 4.00 


TUESDAY 


♦ lixhMiy Developnieni Bjnk 160 

♦ United EneuimiD.u J 69 

♦ National Cjblev ‘ ■*- 


Product exhibition during British 
week, a room for investment 


♦ United Invenmeni Bank H 5.02 ♦ 0*“““ ® ank 

+ Inie'l Chemical Iftdusuy 4.85 Kawthar Invesimem 

♦ N^oiSShSlW ■ 4.00 ♦ United Inveamcni Bunk 


I 4.65 4 Amman In vestment Bank 

455 + Ionian Sulpha Chemical 

3.85 ♦ Arab Phaim Center 



®«wtl Prictt Pointer 
Trad* volume 
Stock Volume 
•figiHmt Traded Stocks 


Mediol Supplies 


1ZSJS35 ♦Arab Bank 


166.175 ♦ International CiKarci 


All data provided by it ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


By Eyad Ammari 

Special to tin • Star 

OVER A I IN) companies from 
the United Kingdom will be 
participating in the British Life¬ 
style Exhibition between 14-21 
June. This is pun of the celebra¬ 
tion of the 50th anniversary of 
the Independence of Jordan and 
the end of the Angto-Jordanian 
Treaty. The show is organized 
by the British Embassy in 
Amman at the Forte Grand 
hotel. 

Companies from England, 
Northern Ireland. Scotland and 
Wales, are sending their prod¬ 
ucts. They arc seeking agents in 
Jordan to market their goods. 
Some are also looking for 
investment opportunities. This 
is a step that coincides with the 
government‘s aim to enlarge the 
production sector and encour¬ 
age foreign investment. The list 


of consumer products include 
clothing and knitwear, gifts and 
pottery, perfumes and toiletries, 
food and drink, furniture, fab¬ 
rics. toys, antiques, stationary 
and sporting equipment 

The exhibition is arranged by 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry in ihe UK. A similar 
exhibition, which should also be 
beneficial to Jordanian compa¬ 
nies is a Jordanian Week to be 
held in London at the end of 
June. 

Here is a complete list of the 
UK companies that are partici¬ 
pating Lhe the Week: Sally 
Evans Handpainted & Primed, 
and Alex Begg and Co (acces¬ 
sories): Great Brampton House 
Antiques Limited (antiques); 
Fun Beds International; Slum- 
berdown Enterprises Ltd (bed- 
dingl: Roy Thedvall (black¬ 
smith): RJ Hall Limited, 
(brushes!; Francis Ceramics, 


(Carbostcraft Pottery); Images 
By Jane Anne Butler, tcrich 
pottery): Swinside Teapouery, 
(ceramics): Ziro Ltd, (clocks); 
Haven Country Classics, Royal 
Scott, Brass Monkeys: Rash 
Harry. Dewhurst Coporatewear, 
(clothes); Pioneer Lid, Principia 
UK Pic, Spectrum Beauty Prod¬ 
ucts Ltd. (cosmetics); Rabbit 
Hole Ltd, (dolls); Ken Bell 
International Limited, Dee Bee 
Wolrdwide, Halib Foods Inter¬ 
national Ltd. Dunbar Decora¬ 
tions Ltd., Dairy Produce Pack¬ 
ers Lid, Weeubix. (foods); 
Fantasy Gifts, Solo Ltd. The 
Marlborough Collection, Lake¬ 
land Studios, Gifts from the 
Grange. CL Rimex Lid, Fancy 
Metal Goods Lid. Lade Clare 
Limited, Rhiannon Lid, (gifts); 
Armstrong Design, Hadrian 
lniemational, (glass); Augusta 
Gulf roducts, (golf); Kamrok 
Greetings, (cards); Denroy Plas¬ 


tics Ltd. (hair care): Cots wold 
Autoflo Ltd, Sanoda Ltd. 
Hygiene. Europa Aviation Ltd. 
Kit Planes; Mark Winchester 
Ltd.. Straven Limited. Callan 
Knitwear Ltd, (knitwear); Had- 
dow Arid & Crerar Ltd.. (lace): 
Ewart Liddei. (linen): Hain- 
sworth International Livestock 
Ltd., (livestock); Global Net¬ 
works. (magazine): Melangell, 
Paintings; Spectra Dynamics, 
(panels); Phoenix Picture Frames 
Lid: Manor House Collection 
Pic., (pot pouni); APES Rocking 
Horses, (rocking horses); Rad 
Brook Ltd, (shirts); Church & 
Co. Ltd, (shoes); Sure Start 
Sports, (sports equipment): 

Typrerite Lid. [stationary); Cam¬ 
bria Mobci Ltd. Cowans Fabrics 
Ltd, The British Textile Manu¬ 
facturing Co Ltd. Poppy Ltd.. 
Upholstery Services Ltd., (tex¬ 
tiles); Euro Wallcoverings Ltd, 
Magix Limited, (wallpaper); 

Spring Waters Ltd, Ty Nam 
Spring Water Limited; A 

Brunnschweiler and Company, 
(wax); Haiewood International 

Limited, (wine). ■ 
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The “other” Jerusalem! 

■ Ii seems that the Israeli Labor party is very serious about a 
final solution to the Palestinian problem. While it m no way 
wants to give up Jerusalem, it wants to create a “second Jeru¬ 
salem’' for the Palestinians. But hold on! There is no need to 
panic, the issue is still being discussed and the Israeli Labor 
Party is denying that such a proposal even exists. However, 
the "other Jerusalem" is supposed to be a breakthrough in the 
final status negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestin¬ 
ians. That way everybody is happy. Israel gets Jerusalem and 
the Palestinians get a capital city. 

According to the Israeli Yedioth Ahmot, the proposal has 
been actively discussed by the Labor cabinet, and further¬ 
more, the Palestinians are still munching on the idea. The 
"other" Jerusalem would be a combination of two villages, 
Abu Dees and Ai Izaiya. These are just outside East Jerusa¬ 
lem and are presently under the partial control of the Pales¬ 
tine National Authority. So kind, the Israelis are anxious to 
give the PNA anything it wants to help the Palestinians build 
their own capital. 

But could this be a mere tactic for the Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter to win the elections. It could certainly be a way of saving 
Mr Peres's skin. Advocating the "other” Jerusalem, no mat¬ 
ter how silly it may seem, could placate the Israeli electorate 
and get him in power once again. This might indeed be 
another election gimmic, the first being the Grapes of Wrath 
operation into southern Lebanon. 

But surely, and whichever way one looks at it. the "other'’ 
Jerusalem issue, is no issue at all and one might even say a 
non-starter. For the Arabs, it seeks to circumvent centuries of 
Arabism. of ideology and yes. of Islam. This is of course in 
addition to the other monotheistic claims. So taking all these 
into account, the other Jerusalem, is not a feasible issue and 
would not be excepted by the Arabs, let alone the Palestin¬ 
ians! In all fairness, if the proposal is expected, there would 
be a special privilege for the Palestinians to visit the holy 
places in Jerusalem, but this of course doesn't apply to the 
rest of the Arabs. But if Mr Peres survives the election, he 
certainly will have other things to worry about The Egyptian 
Rose Al Yosef weekly said more than 1000 Egyptians are tak¬ 
ing legal action against the Israeli government for the return 
of their property in Jerusalem and 10 other Israeli towns. 
They have already appointed an Egyptian lawyer to start 
legal proceedings. 


Israel goes to Oman 


■ Israel is to open its first commercial office in Oman by the 
end of the month. An Israeli delegation arrived in Muscat last 
week to prepare for what is seen as a great breakthrough to 
the rest of the Gulf. The representative office is the first of its 
kind in that port of the world. Like the Israel Embassy in Jor¬ 
dan. the representative office will first operate in one of the 
hotels, until a more permanent fixture can be provided for it. 


The winking game 


■ Surprise, surprise! Israel is likely to benefit the most from 
the recently struck oil-for-food deal between the United 
Nations and Iraq. “What! this is preposterous ” we could 
hear people muttering. Iraq, always the bastion of Arabism, 
would never do that. But not so according to the Jerusalem 
Post. 

However, her report must be taken-with a pinch of salt.. 
Nevertheless, it states that “Israeli companies currently are 
estimated to be selling about $2 million worth of food and 
medicine to Baghdad." The newspaper goes on to say that 
“the supplies are routed through Jordan.” Somebody must 
have kept his lips very tightly sealed up till now. A case of 
the muzzling of the press on this side of the divide one might 
say. or is it a case of exaggeration on the part of that right- 
wing newspaper. Israeli officials seem to be talking about it 
quite openly. 

"With the partial lifting of the embargo, it is argued that 
the unofficial trade between Iraq and Israel is set to boom." It 
is estimated by some that Israel's trade with Iraq could 
increase as much as a S100 million worth of goods within 
one year. A senior Israeli official was quoted by the newspa¬ 
per as saying that Israeli private firms are conducting trade 
with virtually every slate in the Arab world, including Iraq 
and Libya. But hold on! The matter is not as simple as thaL 
Arab countries have never gone out of their way to trade 
with Israel. In fact this what the whole issue has been about 
Israel has felt so isolated for the last 40 years because of the 
Arab boycott. But how does that explain the developing trade 
between Israel and the region, one might ask? Simple. Israel 
has been trading with the Arabs through third parties. These 
are really international companies, and it is in their interest to 
market their products anywhere in the world. So it would 
really be naive to say that there is really a direct trading rela¬ 
tionship between Israel and the Arab world. 


Palestinian Commercial 
realizes profit 


Bank 


■ The Palestinian Commercial Bank has increased its assets 
in 1995. Further to thaL and in addition to the numerous clo¬ 
sures the West Bank and Gaza Strip were and still subjected 
to. the bank realized a profit of JD 371.000. This is not bad 
considering that the bank was only established a year ago. 
The profit increase is also a further evidence that the pros¬ 
pect for the Palestinian economy could be much brighter if 
given the chance! 
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Crown prince Abdallah’s power gpafl 


expands in Saudi Arabia 




,u. 


Although Saudi officials assert that the country ’s pro-Western stance will remain unchanged, 

Abdallah is considered somewhat more skeptical of the Middle East peace process than King Fond, react¬ 
ing with heartfelt anger to IsraeVs recent bombardment of Lebanon 
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By John Lancaster 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


talks 


JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia—Five 
months after suffering a stroke. 
King Fahd continues to occupy 
the throne of Saudi Arabia, ar 
least in name. But for all practi¬ 
cal purposes, the mantle of 
power already has passed to his 
half-brother. Crown Prince 
Abdallah, who brings a mark¬ 
edly different style to the run¬ 
ning of the world's largest oil 
exporter. 

In contrast to the extravagant 
75-year-old king, Abdallah, 73. 
is an austere traditionalist with 
a reputation for piety and sym¬ 
pathy to Arab causes, including 
that of Syrian President Hafez 
Assad, with whom be is per¬ 
sonally close. 

Although Saudi officials 
assert that the country’s pro- 
Western stance will remain 
unchanged. Prince Abdallah is 
considered somewhat more 
skeptical of the Middle East 
peace process than King Fahd, 
reacting with heartfelt anger to 
Israel's recent bombardment of 
Lebanon. 

“I would say he is an Arab 
• patriot" said a prominent 
Saudi businessman who meets 
regularly with the crown prince 
and says he prefers him to the 
King. “Abdallah is a very hon¬ 
est man. He's liked by the peo¬ 
ple. He’s a very simple man. 


He 

sense." 

After suf¬ 
fering a 
stroke in 
late Novem¬ 
ber, King 
Fahd tem¬ 
porarily 
transferred 
power to 
Prince 
Abdallah in 
January in a 
move that 
many 

expected to 
become 

permanent 

Several 
weeks later, 
however. 
Fahd 
reclaimed 
the throne, 
possibly at 



King Fahd 


Crown Prince Abdallah 


the urging of several full broth¬ 
ers who occupy key positions 
in government and feared their 
power and influence would be 
undercut by Abdallah's acces¬ 
sion, according to diplomats 
and the Saudi businessman. 

But Fahd has noi fully recov¬ 
ered from his stroke, suffering 
from bouts of confusion and 
disorientation, according to 
reports in diplomatic circles. 
King Fahd lives in Jiddah, 
instead of the capitai. and his 
health is so frail that when he 
greeted foreign dignitaries 


in 


Mecca during ihe 
recent Muslim pilgrimage, the 
hajj, he could not walk without 
assistance. according to 
diplomats. 

"He appears to have lucidity 
and then periods when he’s not 
all there, which is fairly symp¬ 
tomatic of a stroke," a Western 
diplomat in Riyadh said. “He's 
clearly not running the country 
as he did. His resumption of 
power "was very, very tough 
on the Israelis" during Israel's 
recent bombardment of Leba- 
he knows Saudi Arabia 


has no choice but to support 
Arab-Israeli peace negotiations. 


non. 


Members of Abdallah's huge 
staff have been applying for 
Spanish visas and preparing a 
field hospital, for shipment to 
Marbella from storage in 
Morocco. 

“If the king leaves—and it 
hasn't been decided but it looks 
like he will—it will give him an 
opportunity to really take the 
rest that his doctors tell him he 
should,” said a high-ranking 


S audi official who asked not to 
be named. 

In the meantime, Abdallah 
continues to handle the day-to- 
day business of government in 
close consultation with Prince 
Sultan, the defense minister and 
next in line for the throne after 
Abdallah, according to Saudi 
officials and diplomats. 

Although King Fahd made a 
rare appearance at a cabinet 
meeting recently, the crown 
prince performs most duties 
that would normally be bandied 
by the King, such as telephon¬ 
ing foreign leaders and receiv¬ 
ing diplomatic credentials from 
arriving foreign ambassadors. 

Notwithstanding Fahd’s role 
as a key architect of the coun¬ 
try’s modernization, many Sau¬ 
dis indicate they would wel¬ 
come a change at the top. At a 
time of economic beh- 
tightemng that has fueled a rare 
surge of Islamic militancy in 
the desert kingdom, Fahd is 
widely accused of tolerating 
economic mismanagement as 
well as corruption on the part of 
the royal family. 

Abdallah's governing and 
personal style is in sharp con¬ 
trast to that of the king. Fahd. 
for example, has been known to 
keep visitors waiting for hours. 
Abdallah is known for 
punctuality. 

Fabd’s preferred vacation 
spot is Spain; King Abdallah 
likes desert outings and trips to 


Morocco. And while Fahd is 
famous for his lavish lifestyle, 
Abdallah prefers relatively sim¬ 
ple quartos, at least by the 
standards of the royal family. 

Abdallah displays a .particu¬ 
lar affinity for the desert tribes- 
men who make up the core of 
his beloved National Guard, 
which handles the country ’ 5 
internal security. Unlike others 
in Saudi ruling circles, for 
example, be wears the bead- 
band of his checkered Arab 
headdress cocked at an Wangle, 
in the Bedouin style. . - 

When Abdallah took over 
the National Guard in the early 
1960s. “we quickly discovered, 
that be does not like syco¬ 
phancy,” said Abdul Ariz 
Twaijry, the assistant’, com¬ 
mander and Abdullah's closest 
friend. “He said. T will not thie 
with sycophants because, only 
weak men accept them.’"- ' • 
Although Saudi officials and 
Western diplomats say they do 
not expect any major policy 
changes if Abdallah comes to 
power, he is considered some¬ 
thing of a hard-liner on the sub¬ 
ject of Arab-Israeli peace nego¬ 
tiations. The Saudi 
businessmen, for example, 
recalled that during a conversa¬ 
tion with Abdallah in Europe 
during the late 1980s, the 
crown prince commented that 
“America should know its 
interest lies with the Arabs and 
not the Israelis.” ■ 
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Gadaffl’s surrelistic view 


By James Whittington 


DRESSED IN a white suit and a green silk 
shirt Libya's flamboyant leader lectured 
his foreign guests on the state of the world 
economy and the dimple pleasures of bed¬ 
ouin life. 

“It's incredible to think that people are 
using milk in their bathrooms when others 
can’t find .enough .to. drink". Colonel 
Muammer Gadaffi said. “Why do facto¬ 
ries put milk, eggs and lemon in products 
such as shampoo and then complain they 
can’t sell them freely around the world. 
These are silly, trivial and devilish 
products” 

For two and a half hours the Libyan 
leader gave a surreal address to his increas¬ 
ingly restive guests from around the world 
assembled last weekend in Benghazi, the 
country's second largest city. 

The visitors—including senior interna¬ 
tional officials had come to attend a con¬ 
ference on changes to the world econ¬ 
omy and their effect on Arab 
development. 

They included the secretary general of 
the Arab League, a former French for¬ 
eign minister, officials from the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund, the Central Bank 
Governor of Malta, the Vice-Governor 
of Romania’s National Bank, the vari¬ 
ous representatives of other Arab and 
African and international multilateral 
organizations. 

Col Gadaffi’$ outline of his unique 
world view capped a visit that many del¬ 
egates have already turned into some¬ 
thing reminiscent of Alice in 
Wonderland. 

Most delegates had traveled to Libya 
by road from Tunisia because of the 
four-year-old United Nations ban on 
flights to and from Libya. Having 
braved these travel difficulties, the dele¬ 
gates found the venue for their confer¬ 
ence was switched from Tripoli, the cap¬ 
ital. to Benghazi in the first of many 
surprises. 

Getting to Benghazi involved an 
hour's flight that ended with a collective 
sigh of relief from passengers. 


The UN ban on flights affects only inter¬ 
national journeys; it makes no mention of 
domestic air routes and there is also a UN 
embargo on spare ports for Libyan aircraft ’ 
The potential consequences of that were 
brought home-to those passengers who 
caught sight of two Boeing 727s that had 
crashed a few years ago alongside the run¬ 
way at Tripoli. 

The limited UN sanctions were imposed 
in. 1992 to try to. force Libya to hand over 
tow men accused of the 1988 bombing of 
PanAm flight 103 over Lockerbie in Scot¬ 
land. Since then, Libya has become even 
more isolated from the rest of the world— 
and from the economic reforms embarked 
on by most of its neighbors. 

Delegates to the conference have gath¬ 
ered with high hopes of discussing trade 
liberalization, structural reform, and other 
policies to stimulate private sector-led eco¬ 
nomic growth in the Arab world. Perhaps. 



some thought optimistically, the Libyan 
authorities have begun to realize the need 
to open up more to the outside world. 

But in a country governed for the 27 
years on the basis of Col Gadaffi’s evolv¬ 
ing theories of a socialist. Islamic, and 
Green Utopia, nothing is what it seems. 

As he lectured his audience on the sim¬ 
ple and virtuous structures of Bedouin life, 
some delegates could be seen sinking 
lower into their seats. • .. 

•‘Can someone tell me: Why do.we.qeed 
so many different sizes of 
spectacles?' he said, looking at his tinted 
glasses as if for the first time. 

"Why do we need so many colours in 
our pencils?’ he went on, holding up 
crayon. "And who can eat this?’ he 
inquired picking up a large crystal ash tray. 

In the same vein, he criticized what he 
saw as the developed world's obsession 
with the services sector of the economy. 
Only 9 percent of the world’s labour force, 
according to his figures, are employed in 
his favourite sector, agriculture. But more 
than 60 per cent work in services. “What 
good is it to anyone to have an army of 
models who are paid high incomes to 
advertise these silly products?’ he asked. 

“Why do we need so many photogra¬ 
phers? These are not useful services like 
farming,” he added, as the cameramen in 
the conference hall shuffled nervously. 

After giving Mr Gadaffi a standing ova¬ 
tion for his thoughts, the conference 
seemed to lose its enthusiasm for discuss¬ 
ing such issues as the effect of the World 
Trade Organization on the Arab world and 
how Libya might benefit from the Euro¬ 
pean Union '5 partnership policy with Med¬ 
iterranean countries. 

Instead, delegates appeared keener to 
board their aircraft for Tripoliand to return 
to the outside world via Tunisia. 

"Sadly, the Libyans can only remain iso¬ 
lated while their leader has the power to 
make everyone listen to ideas such as 
these." one -visitor remarked, as he pre¬ 
pared to put his fate once again in die 
hands of Libyan Arab Airlines. 

Financial Times 
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By Nicholas Goldberg 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 


JERUSALEM—For years, “modesty squads” have 
patroled the ultraorthodox neighborhoods of Mea Shearim 
and Bnei Barak, hunting for women who dress provoca¬ 
tively. running them out of the neighborhood, often spit¬ 
ting on them or beating them. 

•Bui.lately, in the‘narrow stone-alleys behind the yeshi- 
vas and kosher butchers and'synagogues," the modesty 
’squads have take none* tie w responsibility: tracking down- 
religious students who hang posters of secular political 
parlies on the wails late at night. 

Like immodesty, secular politics is believed to be sacri¬ 
legious. an insult to God and a challenge to rabbis. 
Among the ultraorthodox, where people are traditionally 
obsessive, such challenges are simply not allowed. 

"It’s not a question of personal preferences when it 
comes to politics.” explained Simcha Reisner, a 50-year- 
old scribe with a long, graying beard and earlocks who 
works in a small store along Atanya Street in Mea Shea¬ 
rim. “We’re instructed. Our rabbis tell us what to do." 

Certainly, here in Mea Shearim, the signs of a secular 
revolution are not easily visible. Men still walk tbe streets 
inside curls and knickers, black coats and black hats, past 
synagogues named for the Jewish cities of I9th century 
Poland, Lithuania, Romania and elsewhere: Belz. Stolin- 
Karlin. Vizhnirz,Yeshivas and kolleJ—tbe schools where 
young married men study each day—dot every comer. 
Stores seem. to traffic almost exclusively in religious 
objects, tallirhim and tefillin, mezuzahs and holy (rooks at 
every storefront. Pictures of the Lubavitcher rebbe and 
the Belzer rebbe and other Hasidic holy men hang on win¬ 
dows, walls and mirrors—wizened old Jewish men with 
long, gray beards looking somberly out at their disciples. 

Those who study the community say a transformation 
is under way. There are some 250,000 haredi people liv¬ 
ing in Israel—members of Hasidic sects and other ultra or¬ 
thodox Jews —and the rabbis are having an increasingly 
difficult time keeping them under control. The power of 
the rabbis is weakening. 

A few weeks ago, according to a rabbi here, the battle 
erupted when a local boy ripped down one of the ubiqui¬ 
tous signs that says "The Torah forbids us to vote" Tak¬ 
ing it home, he altered just one Hebrew letter, but 
changed the meaning so the sign: “The Torah commands 
us to vote.’ He hung the sign up from a third-floor bal¬ 
cony overlooking the neighborhood. He told his students 
to rip it down which they did in the middle of the nighti 
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By Patrick Cockburn 


IN HIS cell in Beersheba in 
southern Israel. Yigal Amir 
must be feeling satisfied. He 
knows that he has succeeded 
in his aim of stopping the 
Oslo peace process by assas¬ 
sinating Yitzhak Rabin six 
months ago. 

Whoever is elected Prime 
Minister of Israel will lead a 
coalition more conservative 
than the present government, 
even if ii is Shimon Peres, 
who inherited Rabin's posi¬ 
tion and who is seeking to 
sell himself to the Israeli vot¬ 
ers as the candidate who will 
bring peace. 

Since the suicide bombings 
in February and March, Mr 
Peres has received fulsome 
backing from President Bill 
Clinton as Ihc man who must 
remain in office if the “peace 
process" is to continue. It is 
becoming clear that Mr Peres 
and Labor will in future be 
very restricted on what they 
can offer Yasser Arafat the 
Palestinian leader. Almost 
unnoticed, the political 
changes feared by the outside 
world have already occurred. 

Tbe Oslo accords—seeking 
to resolve the conflict 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis which has lasted for 
most of this century—were 


The end of a ‘terrible, dangerous’ peace 
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Bank and Gaza. Since the . Bv u., . 
end of the Gulf war, pressure 'V-ir* * * 
from Washington bad been an v P K - s: 


- _ essential underpinning of the ^ * er ‘ 

If Mr Peres had called an election immediately after the assassination in and "the Palestinians, hot « [q ^ ,>le F, : , Ur 
November, he would have been returned with a strong majority in the Knesset " M r h 


under Mr Clinton, this pres- 
sure has ebbed away. * 


the result of the victory of 
Labor, led by Rabin, in the 
1992 general election. Israel 
was willing 10 give up some 
of the territory gained in the 
1967 war, in secret talks, 
negotiators agreed to recogni¬ 
tion of the PLO and Palestin¬ 
ian autonomy by stages in the 
West Bank and Gaza. There 
were to be talks, starting this 
month, about the future of 
Jerusalem, refugees. Israeli 
settlements and frontiers. 

Mr Rabin could get parlia¬ 
mentary agreement for these 
terms because Labor and its 
left-wing allies in the Mcretz 
party had won 56 seats out of 
120 in the Knesset Together 
with five Arab-Israeli MPs, 
Labor had an effective major¬ 
ity. but it is very unlikely that 
this de facto coalition will win 


again. 

Israelis are voting directly 
for The Prime Minister Mr 
Peres who faces a close race 
against Binyamin Netanyahu, 
leader of the right-wing Likud 


Party, but even if he wins, 
polls show that Labor and 
Meretz will lose six or more 
seats in the election for the 
Knesset Prof Baruch Kim- 
merling. a political analyst at 
the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, predicts that "if 
Peres is elected he will be 
forced to form a new coali¬ 
tion, entirely different from 
the one set up after the 1992 
elections". 

As a result Mr Peres is 
looking for new allies—all of 
them to his right There are 
two new parties—the ‘Third 
Way”, which split from Labor 
because it rejects withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights, and 
one representing Russian 
immigrants, under Nathan 
Sharansky—which together 
are likely to win five or six 
seats. Mr Peres has also been 
flirting with religious parties. 

Earlier, the government 
reached an agreement with 
Rabbi Yoel Ben-Nun, a settler 
from Ofra, north of Jerusa¬ 


lem, who has his support in 
return for a promise (hat no 
Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Territories will be 
uprooted. The government 
further promised that most 
settlements will remain under 
Israeli sovereignty under a 
final agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

This is very bad news for 
Mr Arafat. The number of 
Palestinians who have bene¬ 
fited so far from the Oslo 
accords is very limited. Gaza 
and the West Bank have been 
wholly sealed off from Israel 
and east Jerusalem, forcing 
Palestinian laborers to stay at 
home in their villages. But 
Mr Arafat could claim that 
things would get better, sug¬ 
gesting that once the Israeli 
elections were out of the way, 
Mr Peres would lift the clo¬ 
sure and get back to serious 
negotiations. 

It does not look as if this is 
going to happen. Palestinian 
support for Mr.Peres stems 


from the fear that the Oslo 
accords will immediately go 
into the deep freeze if Mr 
Netanyahu is returned as 
Prime Minister. General Arid 
Sharon, his chief lieutenant, 
described it as “a terrible and 
dangerous agreement", and 
explained how Likud would 
reinterpret it so that the Pales¬ 
tinians would he left with lit¬ 
tle autonomy. The problem 
for Mr Arafat is that, even if 
Mr Peres wins, he may get lit¬ 
tle more from him than his 
rival, and certainly not 
enough to satisFy the 2.3 mil¬ 
lion Palestinians of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

As a foreign minister. Mr 
Peres was the architect of the 
Oslo accords, but his political 
mistakes in the six months 
since he became Prime Minis¬ 
ter arc likely to bury him, 
Moshe Arens, a leading right- 
wing politician but a percep¬ 
tive critic, wrote of Mr Peres. 
He said Peres is “a doer, 
supremely confident in his 


own judgment, having little 
respect for the opinion of oth¬ 
ers. His blustering over¬ 
confidence had led him at 
times to recklessness in work, 
and oo occasion even in 
deed”. 

In his long career—he was 
head of the Israeli defence 
industries in 1953—Mr Peres 
has been at different times a 
prominent hawk and a leading 
dove. Since Rabin's death he 
has tried to be both simulta¬ 
neously. confusing his friends 
but failing to conciliate his 
enemies. He has reinforced 
his reputation 1 for seeing him¬ 
self as the master of the cun¬ 
ning - manoeuvre, but in prac¬ 
tice doing everything by 
halves. 

If Mr Peres had called an 
election immediately after the 
assassination in November, he 
would have been returned 
with a strong majority in the 
Knesset. Instead he let the 
advantage slip away. In 
December, he withdrew the 


Israeli army from West Bank 
towns, but on 4 January the 
Israeli Shin Bet security ser¬ 
vice arranged the assassina¬ 
tion of Yahyah Ayyash, the 
Hamas master bomber, in the 
heart of Gaza. The Shin Bet 
warned to restore its reputa¬ 
tion after failing 10 protect 
Rabin, and Mr Peres wanted 
to show he was tough on 
security. Retaliation was 
inevitable, and when it came 
in the shape of four suicide 
bombs killing 63 people it 
revived the political fortunes 
0 * Mr Netanyahu and the 
nght. 

President Ginton rushed to 
rescue of Mr Peres, but may 
have done him more harm 
Sf 11 8 C S?-» e organized the 
Sharm El Sheikh conference 
m Egypt, attended by 27 
world leaders, as a show of 
solidarity with Israel. The 
focus was entirely on "terror¬ 
ism . and not on Palestinian 
grievances.. The US also sup¬ 
ported the closure of the Wmi 
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Red Flag flies high in the face of capitalism 

Japanese style socialism 
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By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

TOKYO—'The Shibuyaku area 
is an oddity, it does not smell 
of capitalism, nor of proletar- 
j an ism. However, communism 
does a sharp smell there, for 
the headquarters of the Japa¬ 
nese Communist Party (JCPj is 
located in the very heart of the 
area. 

Amidst the economic riches 
and splendour, what is the role 



Fuwa calls for a democratic 
revolution 


of the Communist Party in 
Japan? Moreover, how does it 
seek to build 'a proletarian 
movement in a high tech 
society? 

Most of the communists par- 
lies have been head over heals 
to change their names, how¬ 
ever, the JCP has remained ada¬ 
mant and the name Japanese 
Communist Party remains rid¬ 
ing high. 

The bases of communism 
starts in a place where capital¬ 
ism increases its exploi¬ 
tation," said Mr Tetsuzo 
Fuwa, the Presidium 
Chairman of the JCP and 
deputy in the House of 
Representative, (the 
lower house of Parlia¬ 
ment). Tf capitalism 
exists then contradic¬ 
tions in society become 
very wide." 

The JCP is one of the 
live major parlies in 
Japan. The Liberal Dem¬ 
ocratic Party (LDP) 
leads a coalition govern¬ 
ment made up of mem¬ 
bers from the Demo¬ 
cratic Socialist Party and 
New Pioneers. The con¬ 
servative New Frontiers 
is the official opposition. 
The communists have a 
real presence in the Japa¬ 


nese political system. They are 
quietly digging their roots 
deeply in Japan. 

The JCP received 10 percent 
of the votes in the 1995 elec¬ 
tions to the EtieL That means 
3.87 million 
voted commu¬ 
nist. But, their 
combined 
total in both 
houses of Par¬ 
liament was 
only 29 seats. 

However, 
the 1995 munici¬ 
pal elections the 
JCP was first among the 
other political parties. It won 
3989 members. 

A political science professor 
in the University of Tokai said 
that this was a shock to Japa¬ 
nese politicians. Dr Kenzo 
Uchida argued that the munici¬ 
pal elections is a sign that ordi¬ 
nary people have started to 
become cynical of the Japanese 
political establishment. 

The results of the municipal 
elections "proved that the JCP 
grass roots are very much in 
contact with the people and 
holds their interests," Mr Fuwa 
said. 

The JCP was founded as an 
underground political party, in 
1922. It was legalized after 



World War U under the twin 
motto of "The people are mas¬ 
ter of the country" and “All 
people are equal." 

“The party’s 71-year history 
is woven in one thread of strug¬ 
gle, from opposing 
Japan's war of 
aggression and 

fighting for the 
establishment of 
i— a people's sove¬ 
reignty. to the 
defence of 

democracy,” 
Fuwa said. 
Today. Lhe 
party has branches 
all over the country.It has 
strong but flexible internal sys¬ 
tem that allows every three 
members to open a branch in 
their area. 

The non Marxist-lcninist, 
non Maoist party believe in 
unadulterated pure scientific 
socialism. “We do noc import 
a system to fit our society into 
it," Fuwa explained. “Scientific 
socialism is a science. We look 
at the future of the world's 
movements and in Japan's 
from our own eyes and based 
on science.” 

Although in the post-Soviet 
Union, top secret documents 
released by the Kremlin stated 
that they financed most com¬ 


munist panics in the world, the 
documents stated that the JCP 
have never received any exter¬ 
nal Finance. 

“We fought against the hege¬ 
mony of die ex-USSR and 
China. They want to support 
and rule, and we refused,” 
Fuwa said. “The Chinese 
wanted us to cany guns and 
fight. They told us that there is 
no other way for the Japanese 
people to be successful. Of 
course we reject this.” 

The JCP stressed that the 
collapse of the Soviec bloc 
does not mean the collapse of 
socialism but only of the Sta- 
lin-Brezhnev-type” political and 
economic system. Party ideo¬ 
logues see such a system as a 
deviation from the principles of 
scientific socialism. 

Throughout the industrial¬ 
ized countries, business sectors 
play an essential role in deci¬ 
sions making. Japan is pan of 
the world economy, and the 
strong business sector in the 
country is no different to the 
ones elsewhere. 

The LDP who is lead by 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto, a leading political party 
with strong business interests, 
is accused by the JCP of “pro¬ 
tecting big business interest 
more than any country in the 



Communist party rallies: Is this the future for Japanese politics? 


world.” The JCP is fighting to 
"defeat politics that serves~the 
interest of big capital and gives 
priority to the arms build-up,” 
said Fuwa. 

The JCP is calling on the 
government to intervene in the 
economy, and protect the 
people. 

“Using this kind of interven¬ 
tion, a balance can be struck 
between the protection of peo¬ 
ple's interests and successful 
management” 

All political parties support 
the Japan-US military alliance 
and US bases in Japan, saying 


that these provide protection to 
the [unarmed] Japan from any 
external threat 

The JCP, however, is calling 
for the abrogation of the mili¬ 
tary alliance and the with¬ 
drawal of American bases. 
"We aim to break free from the 
Japan-US military alliance and 
seek a truly independent, 
nuclear-free, non-aligned and 
neutral Japan,” Fuwa said. 

Akahaia (Red Rag), the 
organ paper of the JCP, is also 
widely read, having a circula¬ 
tion of 2.500.000. According to 
JCP sources party members are 


estimated at 300,000. 

But what will happen if the 
JCP comes to power? 

"We will start with changing 
the status quo, put an end to 
contradiction between the peo¬ 
ple, and with the approval of 
the people. This of course will 
be through a step by step pro¬ 
cess,” Fuwa said. 

The JCP aims at economic 
reform, and to put big business 
under democratic control. 

But “if we come to power, 
we will not nationalize the pri¬ 
vate sector or big business," 
Fuwa said. ■ 


LA 


By Dean E. Murphy 
A Times- Washing ton Post 
Newsservice 


WARSAW, POLAND—When 
the former Communists won 
parliamentary elections here 
more than two years ago, a 
giddy Jerzy Urban appeared at 
party headquarters with a gigan¬ 
tic bottle of champagne. 

The ubiquitous spokesman 
for Poland’s last authoritarian 
regime was feeling so self- 
satisfied. that he even posed for 
photographers with his tongue 
sticking ouL 

But embarrassed leaders of 
the triumphant Democratic Left 
Alliance never popped the cork 
with Urban, who publishes an 
acerbic political - weekly that 
often mocks Poland’s transfor¬ 
mation. And when former Com¬ 
munist AJeksander Kwasniew¬ 
ski won .the Polish presidency 
last year. Urban was not on 
hand. 

1 'apologize to all those—and 
some of them.are here.in.this 
room—who . 'suffered injustice 
and ntisdeeds fromtheiamborr- . 
ties and the system . before 
1989," Kwasniewski told Polish 
lawmakers, publicly proclaim¬ 
ing his revamped party’s break 
with the past. 

Former Communists are back 
In Poland and across Central 
and “Eastern Europe, but old- 
style communism is not 

As the world anxiously 
awaits the outcome of next 
month’s presidential election in 
-Rcissia—where some fear a vic¬ 
tory by Communist Party leader 
Gennady A. Zyuganov would 
threaten democratic and market 
reforms there— analysts say 
resurgent ex-Communists else¬ 
where in the region have little in 
common with their backward¬ 
looking Moscow brethren. 

If Communists turn back the 
clock in Russia, the analysts 
say, do not expect Moscow’s 
erstwhile vassals in the former 
Eastern Bloc to do the same. 

Enthusiasm, for democracy 
and the free market varies 
greatly from country to country, 
and some reformed Communists 
remain as corrupt and authori¬ 
tarian as ever. 

But there is no groundswell 
of support for a return to the 
socialist way of yore, particu¬ 
larly one dominated by 
Moscow. 

Indeed, Eastern Europeans of 


European ex-Communists are 
back but aren’t looking backward 


most political leanings view the 
Communist resurgence in Mos¬ 
cow—and its preoccupation 
with Russia’s lost empire—with 
more consternation than 
excitement. 

While communism was 
home-grown in Russia, it was 
an instrument of imperialism 
elsewhere. 

“Things may be bad here but 
not as bad as before 1989," said 
a Western diplomat in Slovakia, 
which has one of the poorest 
records of democratic reform in 
Central Europe and a governing 
elite with strong ties to the 
Communist-era nomenklatura. 
‘The emphasis remains on the 
West and getting Western 
capital." 

-• ••'.With a few exceptions, such 
as the former Soviet republic of 
-Belarus,' which recently list¬ 
ened its association with Mos¬ 
cow, the new breed of-former 
Communists among Russia’s 
neighbors owe nothing to Mos- 
‘ cow and have no allegiance to 
the ideology of old. 

“The specter of commu¬ 
nism," made famous by Karl 
Marx in the Communist Mani¬ 
festo of 1848. is not haunting 
Europe again, even though only 
four countries in the region— 
Albania, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia and Latvia— have gov¬ 
ernments with no links to the 
Communist past. 

Instead, many of the former 
Communists are recasting them¬ 
selves as social democrats, a 
left-wing alternative to social¬ 
ism that is popular in Western 
European democracies and was 
actually derided by Marx. 

Pragmatic, reformist and 
experienced in governing, the 
new social democrats of the east 
have won voters by promising 
to soften the blow of capitalism 
without reluming to traditional 
socialism. 

Even the most moribund 
reformers with questionable 
social democratic credentials, 
such as those in Romania, are 
pushing for entry into the Euro¬ 
pean Union and NATO, not a 
reassembling of pre-1989 alli¬ 
ances, as has been advocated by 


Communists in Moscow. 

“People want compromise 
and pragmatic leaders,” Kwas¬ 
niewski said in an interview. 
“The new system has not solved 
people's problems. But only a 
very small pan of society is 
nostalgic." 

How to find compromise 
without undoing democratic 
reforms, undermining the econ¬ 
omy and scaring on Western 
investors has become the main¬ 
stay of political debate among 
former Communists in the 
region. 

The Hungarian Socialist 
Party, successor to the Commu¬ 
nists, has aggressively set out to 
dismantle the country's bloated 
social-welfare system, but the 
controversial effon has divided 
the party and angered its tradi¬ 
tional working-class supporters. 

In Bulgaria, a fiercely anti¬ 
communist president and a par¬ 
liament dominated by former 
Communists have been locked 
in a bitter dispute over the pace 


of reforms. 

President Zhelyu Zhelev says 
the Bulgarian Socialist Party is 
trying to smother private enter¬ 
prise, while Prime Minister 
Zhan Videnov accuses Zhelev 
of protecting an “unscrupulous 
minority of racketeers" who 
have profited from the changes. 

“In the end (of the 1980s). 
communism was already falling 
apart, and its main aim had 
become simply to have power." 
Polish historian Jerzy Holzcr 
said. ‘Those Communists who 
later came to lead post- 
Communist parties were people 
without ideology. They were 
opportunists and pragmatists, 
and in that sense they were able 
to adjust to the new political 
situation.” 

'Die-hard Communists who 
resisted the reform wave, by 
contrast, have been relegaied to 
the political ash heap. 

In the Czech Republic, for 
example, where national elec¬ 
tions will be held in two weeks. 


the Communist Party of Bohe¬ 
mia and Moravia is expected to 
colled just 10 percent of the 
vote, while a hard-line splinter 
group, the Party of Czechoslo¬ 
vak Communists, doesn't even 
register in opinion polls. 

The Czech Social Democratic 
Party, meanwhile, is showing 
large gains against the right- 
wing ruling party of Prime Min¬ 
ister Vaclav KJaus. The social 
democrats, who trace their roots 
to the 19th century, were 
absorbed by the Communist 
Pony in 1948 but separated 
again after 1989. 

“Russia is really the only 
country where Communists are 
openly Communist and proud of 
their heritage," said Juri Luik. 
senior associate at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace. “Central European 
(Communists) are ready to play 
in the new playground, but Rus¬ 
sian Communists say they are 
ready to change the rules of the 
game." ■ 


Who’s who in translation 
currently available 


A NEW reference source, the International 
Who's Who in Translation and Term'mology, 
was published last year. 

This publication, prepared over the past 
three years, is a collaborative venture by two 
international organizations from the public 
sector, the Union Latine in Paris and Info- 
term in Vienna, and two private-enterprise 
companies. Practorius in Nottingham and 
International Where+ How in Bonn. 

It benefited from the support of the 
national and international organizations 
including the Federation Internationale dcs 
Tradudeurs, and the collaboration of an 
international advisory panel. 

This publication contains some 2,000 
entries from leading personalities in the 
domains of translation and terminology from 
all parts of the world, giving their addresses, 
biographical details and career information. 

It is a major reference source for libraries, 
universities, journals, conference organizers, 
international organizations, companies 


active in translation and language technol¬ 
ogy, as well as for translators and 
terminologists. 

The information is provided by those 
selected for inclusion. The respondent may 
also choose to have the information printed 
in any of the four languages, English, 
French, German or Spanish. A detailed glos¬ 
sary and a standardized structure for each 
entry make it easy to identify the informa¬ 
tion, even if you do not read any foreign 
languages. 

The only listing for Jordan is for Dr 
Abdallah AI Shunnaq, a professor in transla¬ 
tion at the English Department in Yarmouk 
University in Irbid. Dr Ai Shunnaq, who is 
also the president of the Jordanian Transla¬ 
tors’ Association, has written four academic 
books on translation and hns over 30 schol¬ 
arly articles to his credit, some of which are 
Repetition, translation theory. Semantics 
and Translation an d iranslatahiUty of cultu¬ 
ral expressions.U 


‘Goat-Sucker ’ 
horrifies Mexico 


By Molly Moore 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 

MEXICO CITY—First came the reports of 
goats, then lambs and roosters, massacred in 
the night and drained of their blood. The 
only evidence of their attackers: large fang 
marks on the animals’ necks. 

Within days, a farm worker in the western 
state of Jalisco appeared at a village clinic 
with bite wounds. His assailant: a beast 
standing three feet tali with a huge snout and 
dark, velvety skin. 

It has the fangs of a vampire, the wings of 
a bat and the personality of an extraterres¬ 
trial. And now there arc sightings every¬ 
where, all across Mexico —in dusty farm vil¬ 
lages in the northern desert, in the gulf port 
of Veracruz, even on the ranch of Guanaju¬ 
ato state Gov. Vicente Fox. 

“Goat-Sucker Fever Sweeps the Nation," 
declared the front page of the Mexico City 
Times, along with an artist's conception of 
the bug-eyed, winged, demon-like animal 
that is spreading hysteria—and skepticism— 
across the land. 

Accounts of close encounters with Lhe 
goat-sucker, which began with reports of 
farm animal slaughters and have spread to 
fantastic tales of human confrontations, are 
filling Mexico’s newspapers, headlining the 
nightly television news and swamping call-in 
radio shows. 

Like Big Foot, Nessie and the yeti before 
it, no one's bagged—or even photo¬ 
graphed—the goat-sucker, or chupacabras' 
But the government became so concerned 
about quelling the mania that the state of 
Sinaloa ordered a zoological task force into 
the field to find the mystery animal. 

The government task force issued its 
report, which reads somewhat like a bad sci¬ 
ence fiction novel: There’s no goat-sucker, 
but pollution is now so bad that it's driving 
ordinary animals mad. giving them the 
behavioral trappings of crazed alien 
creatures. 

“We have ruled out the theory that the 
attack on sheep and goats was carried out by 
a supernatural being or a blood-sucking bat,” 
said Javier Delgadillo, a scientist on the task 
force, in releasing his team's results. “One 
explanation for these attacks could be that 
animals—bats, pumas, dogs, etc—have been 


driven mad by the devastating effects of poi¬ 
sonous gases and toxic wastes ou nature. Per¬ 
haps what is happening now with lhe goat¬ 
sucker is nature's way of making us pay for 
the constant damage we have inflicted on the 
environment.” 

Ernesto Enkerlin. a wildlife biologist at 
the Technological Institute of Monterrey, 
offered the News of Mexico City a more 
plausible theory: “This is a sign of collective 
psychosis. I don't know if it's the (economic) 
crisis or what, but this is an exaggerated 
amount of noise about a fairly common 
occurrence.” 

The fairly common occurrence, that is. of 
wild dogs or wolves preying on farm ani¬ 
mals. In fact, veterinarians who examined 
some of the dead animals said that the body 
tissues around the fang marks were devoid of 
blood, a common occurrence in bite cases, 
while plenty of blood remained in other parts 
of the corpses. 

Those examinations, however, have done 
nothing to squelch the explosion of new 
reports. 

Jose Rodriguez, from the town of Chimal- 
huacan in the state of Mexico, gave the 
“Naked City" TV program this chilling tale 
of a near-encounter inside his house: 

"It was early in the morning. I heart! a 
noise like a wild turkey screeching and run¬ 
ning around. I was too scared to go and 
investigate. I was afraid I was about to come 
face to face with the son of Dracula." 

Rodriguez said the goat-sucker fled before 
he could see it, leaving only a greasy foot¬ 
print on a living room chair. 

Abigael Pavon, a 25-year-old nurse from 
Mexico state, claimed that her arm was 
severed by a giant bird that swooped into her 
house. Other unconfirmed and unreliable 
reports placed the goat-sucker in a school- 
yard in the Mexico City suburb of Iztapalapa. 

Reports of the goat-sucker have surfaced 
periodically in Mexico and several other 
Latin American countries for the last 20 
years, most recently in Puerto Rico. But at a 
time when Mexico hasn't suffered a signifi¬ 
cant political assassination or resignation in 
weeks, chances are that the goat-sucker owes 
his long life this time to news organizations 
sucked dry of news. ■ 


By Jack Mathews 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 

OUTLINED AGAINST a silver multi¬ 
plex screen, the Four Horsemen ride 
again. Jn dramatic lore, they are known 
as Famine, Pestilence, Destruction and 
Death. These are only aliases. Their real 
names are Schwarzenegger, Williams, 
Carrey and Cruise. 

With apologies to Grandand Rice and 
Notre Dame, Hollywood’s big guns are 
about to thunder across the plains. The 
summer movie season is upon us, even if 
summer isn’t, and we will be inundated 
with everything from killer tornadoes 
(no, not tomatoes), to invasions from 
outer space (possibly even cyberspace), 
to a chase through post-apocalypse Los 
Angeles (but not in a white Bronco). 

We’ll see John Travolta in Phenome¬ 
non playing an ordinary man struck 
smart by a mysterious light, and a family 
so stupid, their mail is simply addressed 
to ... The Stupids. Demi Moore will take 
it off, take it all off, as a single mom in a 
go-go mode in “Striptease." Rosie Perez 
will hil the boards as a taxi dancer in 
"Somebody to Love,” and in "Joe’s 
Apartment,” a mini-musical if there ever 
•was one, we’ll see a chorus of 50,000 
.song-and-dance cockroaches. 

There-will be aquatic pets (Ripper), 
metaphorical birds The Crow: City of 
Angels, cuddly polar bears Alaska and a 
10 th century dragon so cool he will 
M>und like Sean Connery Dragonheart. 

There will be big things, like the ele* 
phani in Larger Than Life . the genie 
played by ShaquiUe O’Neal in Kazaam, 


Let the summer movie 
invasion begin 


the creature from the museum of natural 
history in The Relic and Eddie Murphy 
as The Nutty Professor. And, as a sum¬ 
mer ‘96 special, an entire sports section. 
We’ll golf with Kevin Costner and Don 
Johnson in Tin Cup, play some basket¬ 
ball for fan-turned-coach Whoopi Gold¬ 
berg in Eddie, go bowling with Woody 
Harrelson and Randy Quaid in Kingpin 
and learn from obsessed baseball buff 
Robert De Niro why The Fan is short for 
“fanatic." 

But the real news, or most of the prof¬ 
its, should come from a handful of 
movies led by the Four Horsemen of the 
Box-Office Blitz. Tom Cruise hits first, 
as the team leader for Brian De Palma’s 
adaptation of TV's Mission: Impossible. 
that opened in May. Jim Carrey follows 
as the repairman from hell in The Cable 
Guy. 14 June. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
arrives the next week, as G-man John 
Kruger, whose talent for protecting peo¬ 
ple in the federal witness-protection pro¬ 
gram has earned him the nickname 
“Eraser." And in August, Robin Wil¬ 
liams stars in Francis Ford Coppola’s 
Jack as a man stricken with a malady that 


causes him to age at four times the nor¬ 
mal human rate. 

The biggest gun of all. however, is 
likely to be no one at all. Not from the 
live-action world, anyway. The Disney 
folks have another animated musical 
coming in The Hunchback of Noire 
Dame, and the last time their animators 
drew a hunchback, it was for Beauty and 
the Beast. The idea of seeing Esmeralda 
and Quasimodo cut a rug around the bel¬ 
fry may not make your heart flutter now. 
but wait till you hear the music sure to 
give Alan Menken another set of Oscars 
for his trophy case. 

Also competing for the big bucks will 
be Edward Zwick’s Courage Under Fire. 
starring Denzel Washington and Meg 
Ryan, and Joel Schumacher’s A Time to 
Kill, adapted from the first of the John 
Grisham lawyer-lit trove that has already 
produced hit screen versions of The 
Firm, The Pelican Brief and The Client. 

As for themes, the summer is weighted 
in favor of fantasy, but there are still 
some action films. Kurt Russell returns. 
15 years after Escape From New York, to 
reprise his John Wayne-inspired Snake 


Plissken in Jolin Carpenter's Escape 
From Los Angeles. And Leslie Nielsen 
spoofs action films in Spy Hard. 

There are plenty of buddy action films, 
too. Morgan Freeman and Keanu Reeves 
team up in Chain Reaction, a high-tech 
thriller directed by the Andrew Davis 
The Fugitive. Sean Connery and Nicolas 
Cage are unlikely allies, an ex-con and 
an FBI agent, trying to reclaim Alcatraz 
from terrorists, in The Rock. Laurence 
Rshbume and Stephen Baldwin are 
chums on Lhe run, escaped cons, in Fled. 
And. in the Thelma A Louise class, or 
maybe not, Jennifer Tilly and Gina Ger- 
shon plot together to swindle the mob in 
Bound. 

It's going to be hard to avoid the array 
of science fiction, mythology, meteorol¬ 
ogy and horror fantasies clogging the 
summer pipeline. We've already men¬ 
tioned several. Dragonheart, Phenome¬ 
non. Kazaam, The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame. Children can also look forward to 
a live-action version of The Adventures 
of Pinocchio, with Martin Landau as 
Gepetto and Jonathan Taylor Thomas as 
his living handicraft. 


The box-office buzz, however, has 
been focused on 20th Century Fox's 
Independence Day. ever since bits of Lhe 
film were shown to exhibitors at their 
annual Las Vegas convention in March, 
and the other studios have given it wide 
berth on the premium 4 July weekend. 

From the coming attractions. Indepen¬ 
dence Day looks like a combination of 
War of lhe Worlds, The Day the Earth 
Stood Still and Star Wars. It’s the flip 
side of Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind. What if that mother ship had hov¬ 
ered over Washington, DC, played a few 
bars of Bad to the Bone and blew the hell 
out of everything? 

Those of us who remember what Star 
Wars and Close Encounters wrought, a 
decade's worth of imitative video-arcade 
junk, will watch this summer's returns 
closely. Apart from Independence Day, 
tile alien invasion continues with The 
Arrival, in which Charlie Sheen plays an 
astronomer trying to isolate the source of 
a space-rattling sound wave. In Solo, 
Mario Van Peebles plays a state-of-the- 
art warrior robot who—stop me if this 
sounds familiar—can think and learn and 


begin to feel ... human. (You forgot to 
stop me.) 

Many of the sci-fi-themed films are. 
encouragingly, comedies. In The Fright- 
eners, directed by New Zealander Peter 
Jackson Heavenly Creatures, Michael J. 
Fox plays a bogus ghost busier who has 
the tables turned on him when a serial 
killer from the other side shows up. In 
Multiplicity, Michael Keaton does what 
any sensible person would do if he's 
spread too thin: He has himself cloned. 

Of a more urgent nature, both because 
of its release date and its subject, is Jan 
De Boot’s Twister, which launched the 
summer season Friday. Talk about gonzo 
marketing. In the press notes for Twister, 
tornadoes take on mythic poetic dimen¬ 
sion: ‘Tornadoes are a singular phenom¬ 
enon. at once breathtaking in their beauty 
and unspeakable in Lheir ruin." U goes on 
to say that in their capricious nature, the 
same tornado that lays waste to acres of 
property will scoop up a baby and gently 
release it, unharmed, miles away. It will 
flatten one house, while leaving one a 
few feet away untouched. 

It takes nerve to release a disaster 
movie in the middle of the disaster. Eve¬ 
rybody gambles in the summer, but it 
doesn't take much imagination—well, a 
little wicked imagination—to see a Page 
1 wire service photo of a mall laid to ruin 
in a tornado’s path, shapeless rubble 
spread over a vast parking lot, except for 
the facade of its movie theater, and its 
perfectly untouched marquee. “Now 
showing—Twister.” Have a nice sum¬ 
mer. ■ 
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White City blossoms 
through the ages 


By Harry Pullens 

Special 10 The Star 


A t 72 Tawfik Ayed is at 
(he ripe age of retire¬ 
ment. But 50 years ago. 
on the eve of Jordan's 
independence from the Brit¬ 
ish. he was a young man try¬ 
ing' to launch his own 
business. 

This simple but cultured 
man. known as Abu Hamid, 
spent most of his life travel¬ 
ling as a trader throughout the 
Kingdom dealing with all 
sorts of merchandise. 

A native of Amman. Abu 
Hamid keenly followed the 
city's development from a 
small hamlet to a bustling 
metropolis. Looking back in 
time. Abu Hamid tries to 
chart the tremendous changes 
that his city has gone through. 
But his eyes light up when he 
talks of the past. He chuckles 
as he reminiscence about the 
bygone days. "We may have 
come a long way in terms of 
development, giving how 
Amman was then.” he says. 
“But everything was com¬ 
pletely in its place, life was 
simple, and there were no 
complications.” 

Everything has changed 
completely he says. He 
regrets what he describes as 
the trend of people growing 
increasingly ignorant of their 
culture and heritage. “Devel¬ 
opment is something impera¬ 


tive and valuable, but that 
which adopts our culture and 
preserves our identity.** he 
says. 

For Abu Hamid, Amman 
today is a major departure 
from the town of little over 
60.000 people, smalt houses 
and modest social amenities 
50 years ago. As Jordan cele¬ 
brates its Golden Jubilee of 
independence, Amman has 
become a modem capital of 
1.5 million people constitut¬ 
ing one third of the country js 
population. 

Amman, once known as 
Philadelphia, is a city with a 
significant and ancient char¬ 
acter. being a place steeped in 
history with boundless civili¬ 
zations which seem to have 
left a profound direction 
which the city has continued 
to move. 

Giving this impressive his¬ 
tory. down the road, since 
independence there seem to 
have been a strongly felt 
desire by the Ammaniles to 
conquer, strengthen their 
independence, built upon 
their ancient development and 
assert their cultural character¬ 
istics all encouraged by his¬ 
torical awareness. Amman, 
the formally Greco-Roman 
city was originally spread 
over seven hills like Rome in 
the distant past, but now cov¬ 
ers at least 19 hills. 

Amman is often called 
'The White City" as a result 



Inter. Con holds children 
painting’s exhibition 


of the while stones of the 
country used in the construc¬ 
tion of its houses. This out¬ 
standing whiteness of modem 
buildings together with the 
numerous desen castles and 
historical treasures ubiquitous 
everywhere has given it a 
contrasting outlook, making it 
a combination of both the 
ancient and modem. 

Abdul Salam, a shop-owner 
in downtown Amman, was 
only a teenager when Jordan 
gained its independence. He 
says that the development of 
Amman since 1946 was 
beyond-anyone’s dream. "The 
forecasts of people about 
Amman in the past differs 
sharply from the reality of 
today." he says. “No one 
could have imagined that 
Ammon would become the 
modem city thai we see 


today." 

Throughout its history, 
Amman has been open to 
development, "but many 


• -Under the patronage of Princess Wijdan and on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of Hotel 
rnter.Continental and the 30th anniversary of Ad Das- 
tour, a children's painting exhibition, titled “Happy 
Childhood'* will be held at the Inter.Con's Grand Ball¬ 
room on 31 May at 6 pm. 


development, "but many 
found it hard to shore in the 
vision of the leadership about 
the future of the city and 
indeed the whole country." 

So many factors have con¬ 
tributed to the making of mod¬ 
em Amman, but most signifi¬ 
cantly is its reputation as a 
safe haven for displaced per¬ 


sons and refugees who have 
contributed significantly to its 
cultural, social, political and 
economic development. 

Another factor is the exem¬ 
plary leadership of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

- In sharp contrast to the 
Amman of 1946, Ammaniles 
today have access to clean 
water, electricity, schools and 
colleges, civil services and 
other * amenities. Mobile 
phones arc now frequently 
seen everywhere, with ultra¬ 
modern buildings in new set¬ 
tlements, numerous universi¬ 
ties both private and public, 
with many primary and high 
schools offering the most 
qualitative education. 

Amman is still rapidly 
growing, it has become a 
busy commercial and admin¬ 
istrative center with many 
fine hotels, nightclubs, and 
discos, art galleries, modem 
sporting centers and conven¬ 
tion halls. With the far- 
reaching influence of peace in 
the region, Amman is viewed 
by many international and 
local business people as a 
meeting ground for both 
regional and international 
business transactions. ■ 


1st Euro-Arab Jazz Festival 

Tastes for the dilettante 


T he Delegation of the 
European Commis¬ 
sion in Jordan, in co¬ 
operation with the Ministry 
of Tourism arc organizing 
the first Euro-Arab Jazz Fes¬ 
tival in Jordan. The festival 
will be held under the patron¬ 
age of HRH Prince Ra'ad 
Bin Zeid. 

European and Jordanian 
artists will be performing 
between the 6-18 June in 
Amman. Each concert will 
begin at 9:30 pm. Spain will 
open the festival with Victor 
Vails Quartet. 

Following this is Faculty 
X from Jordan, a five-man 
band whose music focuses on 
Latin Fusion Jazz. 

Duo Radici from Italy will 
unite the best of popular Ital¬ 
ian music with Jazz while 
Tcte Montoliu from Spain 
will create magic with his 
piano playing. The Rabih 


Abu Khalil Quintet from Ger¬ 
many will provide the link 
between oriental music and 
Jazz by combining the two 
styles. 

France will be represented 
by the Sc la vis/ Pi fa rely Acous¬ 
tic Quartet who are one of the 
most adventurous Jazz players 
today, and the Cynthia Mac- 
Phcreon Quintet with Ms. 
MacPhcrson’s inimitable 


old ones, and with everybody ists and their contemporaries, 
who loves or discovers this The aim of the festival is to 


kind of music that originally 
comes from America and 
which has been successfully 
interpreted by European art- 


crcate a place for musical 
exchange and meetings 
between artists. ■ 


Euro-Arab Jazz Festival Programme 

AMMAN I DATE 


singing voice. 

Following this comes the 
Nathalie Loners Trio, a young 
piano playing group from Bel¬ 
gium. the Grazer Saxophone 
Quartet from Austria, and the 
talented Rollin' Phones from 
Sweden. 

All the performances will 
take place at the Roman 
Amphitheater in Amman. 
Ticket prices are set at 2 JD. 

The Jazz Festival will also 
he an opportunity for meet¬ 
ings with young amateurs and 


Victor Vails Quartet 


Thursday 6 June 


Faculty X 
Duo Radici 
Tete Montoliu 
Rabifa Abou Khalil 


Saturday 8 June 
Sunday 9 June 
Monday 10 June 
Tuesday 11 June 


Sclavis/Pifarely Acoustic 
Nathalie Loriers Trio 
Grazer Saxophone Quartet 
Mac Phones 
Rollin’ Phones 
Play Off 


Thursday 13 June 
Friday 14 June 
Saturday 15 June 
Sunday 16 June 
Monday 17 June 
Thursday 18 June 


Environmental awareness 
enhanced through Al Reem 


A L REEM is the title of 
the quarterly Jordanian 
magazine which spe- 
. cializes in nature and the 
environment. It is.issued by 
the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) including a wide 
variety of environmental top¬ 
ics. researches and features 
on natural treasures of jordan. 

The magazine can be seen 
as pari of the continuous 
efforts exerted by the RSCN 
to preserve nature. It seeks to 
spread environmental aware¬ 
ness among people and to 
attract them to enroll in the 
society. By facilitating the 
conditions of membership, 
the RSCN wants to expand 
the number of nature lovers 
and lessen those (hat arc 
indifferent to preserving 
nature. 


The ialcsl issue of the pub¬ 
lication came out last March 
it celebrated the 30th anniver¬ 
sary- of the 
establishment 
of the society 
and reviewed 


hip between environmental 
protection and sustainable 
development in Jordan". She 
added that the RSCN is 
responsible for the 
expanded 
technical 


ns accom 
plishmems 
over the Rasi 
years. HM 
Queen Noor 
commended 
the soci 


cty'j per 

formance 

and its 

role in 

protecting 

nature 

and 

“highlig 
hting the 
direct 
relations 



I capacity 
and man¬ 


power 
development 
that have 
benefited our 


environ menta 
I conservation 


institutions 
during the post 
30 years. 

Mr Alices Al 
Muasher. presi¬ 
dent of the 
RSCN. said in 
his article that 
the society is a 


pioneering 




him 


• The Hashweh Cotp.. CSA. For 
Quantas and British Airways in Jor¬ 
dan, held a workshop for local 
travel agents at Hotel 
Inter.Continental, Jordan. Tt was 
attended by Mr Mahmood Bahuian 
AH. regional manager for Quamas. 
He spoke about the excellent rela¬ 
tions between Jordan and Australia. 

This workshop is a part c*f the 
Hashweh Corp., efforts to support 
the travel trade in Jordan. 
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Manko paints nature 


A mina Manko is a painter who devoted her paintings to 
depicting pictures of nature. She uses her imaginative eye 
to unravel the secrets of the treasures of nature. 

Manko held nn exhibition at the premises of Al Hussein 
Society for the Disabled which received the admiration of 
everybody. On display were 51 ink and oil paintings beside 
.etchings. 

The artist, born in 1970 and studied art at Cambridge in 
Britain. Italy and France has been greatly influenced by the 
renowned Jordanian artist Fakhr Ai Nisa Zeid who had been 
the thesis of Manko's paper submitted to the faculty of arts in 
Italy. 

The positive view towards nature is manifested through 
Manko's "Bright-colored" paintings. On the other hand, Manko 
touched upon the human dimension through portraying the 
underprivileged areas with children wearing rags. Some^of her 
paintings are “Dead Sea Winter Sunset". "Shepherd". And 
"Bird”. ■ 


Tunisian delegation in 
Jordan to mark air route 


Orbit celebrates two years on air 


TORINO has started distributing a new promotion leaflet detailing 
the New Summer menu. Three special Sue moms have been 
created Tor the new season with an cxdting variety of fad class 
food, using top quality Ingredients offered m affordable pries. 


Each of the three menus starts with a selection of mezzo and 
your choice of salad. 


national foundation on both 
local and international levels. 
He said that when it was first 
established, it went through 
low phases, people were still 
unfamiliar with the idea and 
even some expressed their 
resentment. 

In addition to the signifi¬ 
cant role of the society in 
establishing natural reserves 
and controlling hunting. Al 
Muasher pointed out that the 
society must live up to the 
future challenges. 

The issue contained spe¬ 
cialized environmental topics 
and features. There is a 
review on the rcimroduetion 
of the Arabian Oryx to the 
Shaumari nature reserve, the 
first to be established in Jor¬ 
dan. Adnan Al Budairi, head 
of the studies and research j 
department wrote about the i 
goals, achievements and 
ambitions of his department, j 
Sterilizing water by using the 
solar energy was another 
topic written by Dr AH 
Zuheir A! Karmi. professor 
at the Hashemite University. 


I. Our PASTA CARNIVAL features your choice of Italian 
and Southern Mediterranean pasta cuisine with a variety 
of exquisite sauces. 


IL The SKEWER LINE menu ronsfels of your choice of 
OrientaLTcriyaki or Curry skewers served vrilh either rice 
or French fries. 


HI. For those wlio prefer seafood TURINO offers a very 
exclusive yet health-oriented menu which H calls the Shrimp 
and Seafood Line- your meal alternative. 

Your choice of Nammour Provincial ■ Grilled or fried OR 
Grilled Shrimps both served with sauteed vegetables. 


TURINO guarantees that the chef uses the highest quality 
ingredients absolutely for all menu Items, 

The important point In mention here is the alMnclusivc prices 
for our guests this Summer. 


PASTA CARNIVAL JD Ifl 
SKEWER LINE JD 12 

SEAFOOD & SHRIMP JD13 


All inclusive of taxes and service charges- Soft drinks arc 
included 

(We understand that you may gel away with a glass of wine 
instead Try Hi! 


The atmosphere or Turino Is absolutely fabulous, trendy 
although classic in Interior. The -specially selected high 
quality rtpro-music Is ethnic Mediterranean and offers 
charming varieties From Famous singers. 

Far visitors to Jordan, Turino is lucked round the main 
square Sweifiych on Uic southern side of fith Circle. 


Turino. Passion for Fun! Dial Now-863944 
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A 30-man Tunisian delegation is 
currently in Amman to celebrate 
the openning of the Amman- 
Tunis-Amman air route. The delegation, 
which is headed by the Director-General 
of Tunisair. Mr Taber Al Hsu Ali, in¬ 
cludes 30 Tunisian deputies. Ministry of 
Tourism officials, huisnesstnen, travel 
agents and chief editors. The aim of the 
visit is to develop the touristic relations 
and acquaint the people of both coun¬ 
tries with the louristc sites of each coun- 
try. 

The regional director of Tunisair, Mr 
Husni Bin Said, stated that as well as Bin Said 
meeting officials, delegates arc visiting 

Petra. Jerash and the Dead Sea. The visit, which lasts till 2 June, is 
to increase cooperation between Jordan and Tunis in the field of 
tourism and aviation. Mr Ali is holding a press conference at the 
Amman Marriol on June 1 at 8 am. ■ 


O rbit Satellite Television and Radio Network celebrated its 
two years of transmissions last week. Launched in 1994 
with a channel package of 16 television and 4 radio chan¬ 
nels. the network has grown to offer over 30 television and radio 
channels. 

Named “1994 Broadcast Operation of the Year" at the Interna¬ 
tional Broadcasting Convention. Orbit has received numerous oth¬ 
er awards ranging from two Gold Promax Awards for Orbit's 
graphics in 1995 to Best Arab Sports Commentator for Khalid Al 
Harban. us well os the recent spate of honors received from Egyp¬ 
tian publication Kotenas. which recognized (he Fun Club, the in¬ 
novative weekly children’s programme; Sports Confrontation, the 
in-depth Arabic sports interview show; and Mukhama and Ala AI 
Hawa. Orbit-produced talk-shows offering a detailed look at Ara¬ 
bic culture and politics. 

During the past two years, the Orbit Group has grown to be the 
recognized leader in the Arab television market. Exclusive pro¬ 
gramming agreements with entities such as Columbia Tristar, 
Warner Bros and ESPN, and channel deals with Walt Disney Tele¬ 
vision. Discovery, and Canal +. attest to the esteem Orbit has won 
indusiry-wide. The network's advanced transmission technology, 
state-of-the-art customer service and premium offerings have been 
matched by a steady subscriber growth—now at 100,000 viewing 
points.! 
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• Eat my apple, will you? LEAVE MY GARDEN! 
BEGONE! ... And take all the mole traps witti you! 
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"Good heavens! Pablo got an 'F in art!... Wen, I'm 
just going to go down to that school myself and meet 
this teacher face to facel" 








“Raised the or girt from a cub, I did.... 'Course?, we 
had to get a few things straight between us. She don't 
try to follow me into town anymore and I don’t try and 
take her food bowl away ‘til she’s done.” 



Exhibitions 

■ The works of Rafic maj- 
zoub, ai The French Cultu¬ 
ral Center, opening on Mon¬ 
day 3 June continues till 27 
June 

■ An exhibition entitled 
From Picasso to our Present- 
Days from the collection of 
Museo del Grabado Espanol 
Contcmporaneo-Marbella at 
Darat a] Funun, continues 
til 6 June, 

• An exhibition entitled 
Christophc hesse. at The 
French Cultural Center, 


continues till 27 June 
■ The recent works of the 
artist Ayyad al Nimer at 
Darat al Funun, continues 
til J 2 June. 


Films 

■ Eduardo Chillida. ai 
Darat ai Funun,'Thursday 
30 May at 6:00 pm. 

■ The Jazz Singer, al The 
American Center, Thursday 
30 May at 5pm. 

■ Un coeur en hiver. at The 
French Cultural Cento** 
Monday 3 June at 8 pm. 
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A special section offering 
fresh perspectives on 
global issues preparedfor 

The Star 
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Each year, farmers force-feed the 
earth millions of tons of manure 
and chemicals. This fertilizer, in 
the areas of the world that can af¬ 
ford it, has helped boost the 
world’s food production to levels 
unimaginable even 40 years ago. 
JBut there are signs that the fertil¬ 
izer in, crops out equation is 
breaking down; signs that include 
polluted rivers and aquifers, ster¬ 
ile soil and diminishing returns on 
additional fertilizer. 
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RftCameron Brandt 

I ' hie Mississippi River, which 
drains a vast area of the United 
States often referred to as “the na¬ 
tion’s breadbasket,” provides ac¬ 
cess to the sea for hun- REJ>Q 
dreds of ships carrying 'from 
jnuflions of tons of grain and DAOl 
' cereals bound for export. That BUul 
. tbeUS has. this bounty is due 
: in.iarge part to the 1.8 billion kilo¬ 
grams offertflizer the nation’s formers 
apply to their fields each year. 

< But the Mississippi also illustrates 
[ another side to the use of fertilizer. 
Each summer, a huge algal bloom off 
thetnouth of the river consumes the 
available oxygen, turning hundreds of 
sqiiare miles into a “dead zone.” Fuel- 
fogjthat bloom—along with human 
Mlljage-^is fertilizer residue that has 
been^washed out of the fields into the 
nver.Noris the Mississippi an isolat- 
ttfeaae: The Mediterranean and Rus¬ 
tics inland seas have seen similar 
bfo&ns^and nitrates from both organ¬ 
ic 'and-' chemical fertilizers pose a 
tliieat to groundwater in parts of In- 
djjfc China and the US. 

\ ^THese environmental issues, allied 
ftoffiefect that the gain from addition¬ 
al fertilizer is shrinking in many parts 
of the world, has prompted a re¬ 
assessment of the simple equation 
■whereby chemical and organic fertil¬ 
isers are added to the soil to offset the 
A&ients absorbed by crops. Among 
tbirmajor issues are: 

:>How to close what is currently an 
opeu-ended loop. Fertilizer applied to 
aheld in the US is absorbed by an ear 
of corn that can easily end up in Chi- 
where it is eaten, digested, and the 
^Ulting sewage discharged into the 
ocean. Even in nations like China 
*fore the government is strong rela¬ 
te to die individual, there is a deep- 
Hted resistance to using human ma- 
fVe as fertilizer, hence the nutrients 

* 1 lot of fertilizer are only “used” 
ce before finding their way into the 
grid’s oceans. 

-•^The migration of phosphates and 
^•hates from fertilizer into rivers and 
puffers. 
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ble, anything that the plants do not ab¬ 
sorb has the potential to be washed or 
leached arway. This imposes econom¬ 
ic losses on farmers and damages 
freshwater ecosystems that already 
have multiple human demands 
-placed upon them. 

N ~~~ ► Questions about the long¬ 

term effect on soil fertility. In 
addition to altering the chemi¬ 
cal composition of the soil, fertilizer 
use encourages the repeated planting 
ofa single crop and multiple harvests. 
This increases the likelihood of mar 
chinery disturbing and compacting 
the sod, specific nutrients being re¬ 
moved and the soil being without ero¬ 
sion-resistant plant cover for longer 


plied to—losses at present are esti¬ 
mated at 50 percent with a value of 
US$4 billion annually. 

In spite of these issues, however, 
the use of fertilizer will continue un¬ 
abated. In developing countries, the 
average use per hectare is projected to 
grow from the current 70 kilograms 
per hectare to 110 kilograms by 2010. 
And the reason is simple; until popu¬ 
lation growth levels off and the pres¬ 
sure on existing cropland eases, farms 
will have to keep squeezing more out 
of the areas under cultivation. 

According to Robert Brinkman, di¬ 
rector of FAO’s Land and Water De¬ 
velopment Division, “One of the cen¬ 
tral reasons for non-sustainability of 

RETURNS 



Afterdecades of steady growth, the use of chemical fertilizers has 
begun to level off or decline in some of the biggest nations 
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periods of rime. 

►The ability of existing plant 
species to absorb fertilizer. Between 
1950 and 1980, formers could expect 
an additional ton of fertilizer to boost 
grain yields by 9 tons. Today, an addi¬ 
tional ton of fertilizer yields under 2 
tons of extra grain. The Rome-based 
Food and Agriculture Organization 


agricultural production in many de¬ 
veloping countries is the very inade¬ 
quate input of (fertilizers), so that the- 
soils are steadily mined of their fertil¬ 
ity, with the result that crop yields go 
down and (the) countries become 
more dependent on external food sup¬ 
plies.” 

The key to solving many of the 


f Shu* nearly all fertilizers are solu- get absorbed by the rice plants it is ap- 


(FAO) is working with the govern- dilemmas posed by the use of ferriliz- 
ments of Malaysia, Indonesia and the ers—currently 125 millions tons an- 
Philippines to reduce the amount of nually worldwide—are research, edu- 
nitrogen from fertilizer that does not cation and the right political climate. 
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Exhausted fields spell trouble 


Smallholders in Kenya are 
now waiting for the 
leaves to fall 


By Thomas O. McOwiti subsistence formers in Africa can afford 

mt c cording to the United Nations inorganic fertilizers. Woomer believes 
Food and Agriculture Ozganiza- , the answer might lie in increased use of 
tion, Africa is the only region of the cheaper, unprocessed rock phosphate 

H world where per capita food pro- for phosphorus and other inorganic 
ducrion is declining. Any debate sources for nitrogen. According to 
about the right types of fertilizer Woomer, good rock phosphate can be 
and its proper use are overshadowed by up to 65 percent as effective as inor- 
poverty and extreme need. ganic fertilizer, yet cost about half as 

The record of food production for much, 
the 600 million people living in sub-Sa- Except for Zimbabwe, South Africa 

haran Africa has been dismal. The food and the countries in the north, most 
deficit, which stood at 10 million tons African countries import the fertilizer they 
in 1990, will be a staggering 90 million use. A few sub-Saharan African countries 
by 2020, according to a 1994 World have commercial deposits of phosphate 
Bank report. Malnutrition among chil- rock, but lack the necessary capacity to 
dTen is at an all-time high, with nearly ^ manufacture fertilizers. 
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a third suffering to some degree. 

Clearly, many African countries, 
some of the world’s poorest, are |jl|i 
losing the battle to feed their f|A| 
people. 

There are many reasons for this, but 
perhaps one of the most critical is the loss 
of sofl fertility on the smallholder forms 
that produce most of Africa’s food. Tra¬ 
ditionally, African farmers left their land 
follow for 40-50 years to restore its fertil¬ 
ity. However, high population pressure 
has shortened follow periods—or elimi¬ 
nated them altogether—on much of die 
continent. Pedro Sdnchez, the director 
general of the Nairobi-based Interna¬ 
tional Centre for Re- 

(ICRAF), points o^t Traditrafially. African 

that, “African soils * . ■ ■ , 

have been cropped for tiUlllfirS iBlt UlBir UUID 

centuries with little or , r_ ia rn 

no external addition fallOW fOT 40 tO 58 ^VdlS 

of nutrients, decreas- ■_ g 

ing their ability to sus- 10 IHStON) itS fertility. 

One way to restore However, higli population 

soil fertility is to use . . ■ 

purchased' inorganic prCSSIM! IttS SflOrtORefl 

fertilizers. However, a * ■ ■ 

study by the Tropical ftllOW pi lOQS Or 
Soils Biology and Fer- ... . . 

dlity (TSBF) unit 6lDHIII2tea tu6ID 

found that Kenya’s j. . . 
fertilizer use is only37 2lt6g0U!eF 
percent of what fr 
should be, and is mostly confined to com¬ 
mercial forms and export crops. Of the 
subsistence formers who grow three- 
quarters of the country’s food, 90 percent 
use little or no fertilizer simply because 
they cannot afford it. 

The quickest way to solve the fertility 
crisis might be, of course, to apply laige 
amounts of inorganic fertilizers. Ludwig 
Schatz, coordinator of a fertilizer exten¬ 
sion project run joindy by Kenya’s min¬ 
istry of agriculture and the German 
Agency for Technical Cooperation says 
that, “there is no option but to increase 
the quantity and efficiency of use oflnor- 
ganic fertilizers because the extent of nu¬ 
trient depletion isjust too great” 

Paul Woomer, a scientist working 
with TSBF, also fovors increased fertil¬ 
izer use. But he recognizes that with re¬ 
moval of subsidies to form inputs, few 
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Luckily, it makes no differ- 
ence to the plants where the 
jnj nutrients they use come 

JO I from—organic and inorganic 

sources of fertilizers do equal¬ 
ly’ well. Nitrogen, for example, can eas¬ 
ily be replenished organically using 
leguminous plants, which trap nitrogen 
from the air and fix it in the soil, or 
deep-rooted trees such as sesbania ses- 
ban that extract nitrogen from the sub¬ 
soil and make it available to shallow- 
rooted crops. 

In Chipata, eastern Zambia, where 
soil fertility and crop yields have been 
foiling steadily, agroforestry researchers 
,.^ w . v -v.*-v.v.... have developed an im- 

r - proved follow system us- 

Fflball iqgfost-growinglegumi- 

« I j nous trees in place of the 

SI I wJIU tra ditional grass or weed 

Cfl wnnro Tb* trees 

JU JGulo enormous amounts oi 

irtilrtu leaf litter. Furthermore 

pITHIiy. the roots, left in the 

lAnnl^tifUi ground when the follow 

iOpimilM is cleared, continue to 

■MrtnnnJ decompose over time 

lOneueB and nourish foture 

ir ^p 5 - 

II The results are excii- 

ing. Trials with sesbania 
H trees resulted in large in¬ 

creases in maize yield 
compared with unfertil¬ 
ized maize fields in die 
first two years after follow clearance. Re¬ 
searchers obtained yields of5.0 and 5.6 
tons per hectare in 1990 and 1991,higfr- 
er than the yields of 4.9 and 4.3 tons on 
fertilized fields, and a mere 1.2 and 1.9 
tons for unfertilized fields. 

Such natural systems have other ad¬ 
vantages too. Not only do they improve 
soil fertility, they also improve the wa¬ 
ter-holding capacity of the soil, micro¬ 
bial activity, and help improve the mi¬ 
croclimate on forms. In Chipata, 
formers experimenting on their own 
with the “fellow” trees—and they num¬ 
ber over 1,000 already—also noticed a 
marked decrease in weed infestation, 
particularly the parasitic weed striga, 
which usually thrives in poor soils and 
plagues cereal crops throughout Africa. 
Above all, such agroforestry systems are 
sus tainab le and easy to maintain. 


According to Sanchez, agroforestry 
cannot supply most of the phosphorus 
inputs required by crops. Most of the 
phosphorus accumulated by cereal crops 
and grain legumes is in the grain, which 
constitutes the harvest. So the most prag¬ 
matic option is for formers who can afford 
it to use inorganic fertilizers in combina¬ 
tion with organic ones. <Q) 

McOwm O. Thomas works for 
the International Centre for 
Research in Agroforestry in 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
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| Political manure \ 

> Perhaps the greatest con- { 
t s t r a i nt s to fertilizer use in | 
Africa today are inappropri- | 
\ ate government policies on ? 
land ownership and tenure, < 
agriculture, and food mar- i 
1 ketmg (or trade). 

A fanner would hesitate to 1 
I improve the productivity of I 
i land that he or she is not sure < 
j to retain the following year, | 
| or carry out labor intensive i 
tasks such as terracing to re- 
»' tain top soil on such land, i 
I Most fertilizer use is biased i 
towards cash and export *■ 

* crops. Yet most African farm- « 
l ers five on subsistence crops | 

* such as cassava, yams, trad!- ? 
tional vegetables and fruits. 
Often, the prices of these | 

* crops are too low to Justify 1 
| the use of expensive com- ij 

mercial fertilizers, as does r 
lack of protection from the 
t dumping of cheap food hn- % 
ports into the local market, ^ 
and lack of reasonable cred- 
fit facilities. \ 

$ Recently, structural ad- * 
i justment programs (SAPs)— ■ 

implemented to restore cred- i 
| ibility in foreign capital J 
s markets—have further re- | 
duced most farmers capacity 
to use fertilizer. In Kenya for * 
instance, SAPS came in with 
| liberalization, both for the lo- t 
cal market and the import/ex- 
| port markets. Importation f 
; and reselling of fertilizer is | 
now totally .free, but the | 
prices never went down. In- ? 

; stead, liberalization of the 
import sector allowed wheat jj 
| and maize millers (mostly po- | 
fitkaHy-coraiected EncBviduats 
and government officials) to 
import large quantities of jj 
cheaper cereals. Local farm- “ 
j ers are thus unable to sell ' 

! their produce. The govern- ? 
merit's response? Blame 
SAPS and do nothing. | 

—By Thomas O. McOwiti 
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FORCE-FEEDING THE EARTH 


World’s most populous nation faces the question 


China pins 


its hopes on 


organic 

fertilizer 


By Zhao Qjngkua 

|aced with a growing population 
and limited farmland, China is pin¬ 
ning some of its hopes on the ag¬ 
gressive use of organic fertilizer. If 
all goes according to plan, grain 
yields will be increased by 50 mil¬ 
lion tons annually over the next five 
years. 

Under the current plan, the use of 
organic fertilizer will grow by 5 per¬ 
cent a year through 2000. The official 
goal is an average of no less than 50 
tons per hectare per year. To provide 
sufficient organic fertil¬ 
izer, a number of mea¬ 
sures will be intro¬ 
duced and promoted. 
These include process- 
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mg animal and human wastes, planti¬ 
ng “green manure'' crops that will be 
plowed back into the soil and using 
microbes to break down the stalks of 
harvested plants. 

This commitment to organic fer¬ 
tilizers, which is an important part of 
the law governing China's agricul¬ 
ture, is seen as a key factor in the pro¬ 
tection of existing farmland and the 
sustainable production of crops. An 
age-old practice in China, “the in¬ 
creased use of organic manure is an 
important, irreplaceable way to im¬ 
prove soil fertility and develop sus¬ 
tainable agriculture,” says Wang Jin- 
deng, director of the Agriculture 
Ministry's Soil and Fertilizer Section. 
While some chemical fertilizers are 
needed, better use of organic vari¬ 
eties allows farmers to boost produc¬ 
tion at a lower cost, “and this be¬ 
comes an important strategy for 
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increasing the staying power of Chi¬ 
na’s agriculture,” explains Wang. 

Mobilizing these sources has in¬ 
volved extensive government efforts. 
Starting in 1989, for instance, the 
provincial government of Hei¬ 
longjiang has given awards to officials 
and technicians who promote the use 
of organic fertilizer. As a result, some 
US$72 million has been invested ip 
organic fertilizer production and ap¬ 
plication. Of that total, farmers ac¬ 
counted for US$42 million. 

These efforts to-imp rove the soil of 
medium and low-yielding fields can 
result in dramatic improvements. The 
526 peasant famili es in Shangyuan, a 
village in Xinjiang county, increased 
their output of wheat by 25 percent 
between 1992 and 
1995 without using 
any additional 
chemical fertilizer. 

Instead, they used 
the manure from 
nearly 700 domes¬ 
tic animals and 
piled waterlogged 
stalks and leaves on 
their land. 

One source of 
-organic fertilizer 
that has not been 
fully utilized is 
treated human 
waste, known in 
China as “night 
soil ” The 13 mil¬ 
lion residents of Shanghai, for in¬ 
stance, produce over 5,500 tons of 
night soil daily, of which only one-fifth 
finds its way onto farms. Furthermore, 



China hopes that aggressive use of organic fertilizers, such as human and animal manure, will boost grain production 
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There are five main sources of 
organic fertilizers in China: 


Manure from farm animals, 
which accounts for 60 percent of 
China's organic fertilizer 


Stalks of harvested crops 


Green manure; crops grown 
with the intention of plowing 
them back into the soil 


Sludge from river or lake beds 


Shiny from the treatment of hu¬ 
man sewage 

j-r. .• -■■■■>■ i 'vv, 


suburban peasants are using less and 
less, meaning that more and more 
must be piped, treated and discharged 
at great cost to the 
city. 

In an effort to get 
peasants to use 
night soil, which 
agronomists say is 
an excellent fertiliz¬ 
er, Shanghai has in¬ 
troduced a subsidy 
that cost the munic¬ 
ipal government $5 
million in 1995. 
But die foul smell 
and transportation 
difficulties continue 
to hobble efforts to 


that all sectors of the economy must be 
involved for this to happen.® 


Zhao Qinghua is a writer for Chi¬ 
na Features, a division of the offi¬ 
cial Chinese news agency Xinhua. 


SIX BILLION PEOPLE 

Continued from page 1 


promote its use. 

While Shang¬ 
hai's experience 
with night soil represents a setback, 
the overall role of organic fertilizers in 
China's agricultural sector will con¬ 
tinue to grow, says Wang, who adds 


The latter is especially important, 
since proper use of fertilizers repre¬ 
sents an investment in materials, tech¬ 
nology and education that will only he 
made if farmers believe the benefits 
won’t be taken from them. 

In time, research efforts should re¬ 
sult in better fertilizers and plants that 
can frilly utilize them. Work is under¬ 
way in the US and Europe on fertiliz¬ 
ers whose nutrients are released in a 
“controlled’' manner that ties in with 
die growing cycle of plants. Other re¬ 
search is focused on simpler goals; fer¬ 


tilizers that do not wash out of the soil 
so easily, or do not require lengthy 
production processes. Canadian and 
Zimbabwean experts have developed 
a method of combining phosphate 
rock with commercial fertilizer and 
food waste that avoids the treatment 
with sulfuric acid normally needed. 

A great deal of research is also be¬ 
ing done on agricultural systems that 
require fewer chemical inputs. Some 
organic farmers have been able to 
boost yields without using any chem¬ 
ical fertilizers by varying their crops, 
applying organic fertilizers when 
needed and paying close attention to 
soil quality so that nutrients are not 
lost to erosion and leaching. Many 
vineyards in California, including the 
well-known Gallo-Sonoraa company, 
have successfully introduced some of 
these approaches. China (see related 
story) has made a major commit¬ 
ment—both financially and legally—to 
the use of organic fertilizers. 


Fertilizer, and its use, has come a 
long way since the ancient Egyptians 
waited for the flooding Nile River to 
deposit nutrient-rich silt over their 
fields. But the progress must contin¬ 
ue, and take a more environmentally 
aware direction, if the algal bloom that 
forms each year off the mouth of the 
Mississippi River is not to become fer¬ 
tilizer’s defining image.® 
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Cameron Brandt is managing 
editor OF The WorldPaper. 
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Local supplies wither 


Peru feeds growth 


with imports 


By Victor Mantilla and Ricardo Yi 

T the end of last year, two of 
Peru’s major fertilizer compa¬ 
nies—Fertisa and Indus—filed for 
I bankruptcy. They fell victim to 
I foreign competition, mile- 
Istones in a year where fer¬ 
tilizer imports jumped 30 per¬ 
cent compared to 1994. 

That Peru is becoming a ma¬ 


REPORTLVG 

FROM 


Ui 

1 


jor importer of fertilizers may, at first 
glance, appear surprising. The country 
has good reserves of phosphate rock, a 
key ingredient in many fertilizers, and the 
urea-rich bird droppings scraped from 
the offshore guano islands gave the coun¬ 
try an commanding position in the pre- 
World War II market for fertilizer. Yet, in 
1995 the country imported231,871 tons 
of urea, 47,647 tons of diamonic phos¬ 
phate and 13,467tons of potassium chlo¬ 
ride. 

The decline in domestic fertilizer pro¬ 
duction comes at a time when agricul¬ 
tural production—which accounts for 
about one-tenth of the country’s gross 
domestic product—i$ posting steady 
gains. Coffee, rice, cotton, sugpr and fruit 
are the main crops. The Miiustry of Agri¬ 
culture predicts growth over the next five 
years, and the diversifying agricultural 
sector is demanding a wider and more 
complex variety of fertilizers. 

It is a demand that local producers 
are unable to meet. Hobbled by limit¬ 
ed product ranges, local producers ran 
into problems when they experiment- 3 
ed with new types. Fierce foreign com¬ 
petition cut profit margins to the point | 
where firms like Fertisa could not af¬ 
ford the costs associated with develop¬ 


ing and marketing new types of prod¬ 
uct. For instance, this competition 
helped push the prices of ammonium 
sulfate and potassiuih chloride—two 
widely used fertilizers—down by 86 
percent in 1995. 

Not all fertilizer prices went 
down. Urea, which accounts 
for over half of all imported fer¬ 
tilizers bought by 


the lack of competition. 

Jn the short run, Peru’s dynamic, ex¬ 
port-oriented agriculture sector is likely 
to find that foreign firms supply an in- 
creasingshare ofits fertilizer needs. In the 
long-run. however, officials ho]>e that the 
level of demand will attract the attention 
of investors, giving new life to a battered 
domestic fertilizer industry.® 


Peruvian 

farmers,jumped 75 percent in price to 
US$241 per ton. The warning is clear: 
in sectors where Peru has no produc¬ 
tion capacity, fertilizer prices are like¬ 
ly to rise as foreign suppliers adjust to 


VICTOR Mantilla is an economic 
analyst FOR Semana Econcmica, a 
Lima-based newsmagazine. Ricardo 
Y l IS AN ANALYST FOR MaCROCONSULT, 
AN ECONOMIC CONSULTING FIRM. 



Foreign soil: fertilizer imports into Peru are surging as local firms struggle 


Russia Portfolio 


THE RUSSIAN SECURITIES NEWSLETTER 


If you missed the last 24 issues of Russia 
Portfolio, then you haven’t achieved maximum 
performance in Russia’s capital markets. Subscribe 

now and we’ll take $200 off our regular subscription price . And we’ll send you a free 
CT-RPM.Qf Russia Portfolio’s 1995 back issues . Russia Portfolio gives you an 
in-depth, insider view of the Russian securities industry every two weeks. You also get 
coverage of important developments concerning Western money 
managers investing in Russia. The newsletter features such impor¬ 
tant topics as early warning of upcoming stock and bond issues. 
uDdaies.on_securities laws and regulations, company news and its 
likely impact on share prices, coverage of the continuing develop¬ 
ment of Russia’s market infrastructure , and the bond mark-es* 



ce 


For anyone who needs a 
concise and insightful view 
of what is currently hap¬ 
pening on the Russian 
investment scene, Russia 
Portfolio is indispensable." 
-Dr. J. MarkMObtos, President 
Templeton Investment 
Management 




1996 Special Savin gs. Fill in and fax now to start your subscription! 


□ YESt I wreh lo start my risk frm subscription to Russia Portfolio. By subscribing before March 1. 1996. IU receive a S200 discount and 
a CD-ROM of Russia Portfolio’s 1995 bad; issues free of dtaigQ. "The total amount payable is 5995 (add 1100 foe non-US residents) for 
one year (.6 Mum). I understand that l can cancel my subsenpbon at any rime and receive a refund for any unmailed copies. 

□ My check a enclosed and payable to Gtobnllnvcaor Publishing Q Bill me 

□ »will pay by bank vm>: ABA* 011300595 Account Name: Cbbal Invest Pubfching, «nc Accaunt Number 76683601 

□ Please charge my subscription lo: □ American Express Q visa □ MasterCard 
u Please send me a free sample copy 
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Programs on JTV 
from 1-7 June 



To 

advertise 
in this 
space, 
call us at 
652380 


Imoush programs 

vr SATURDAY 

l-OO-r-Moomio 
3 -JO—^Pumpkin Patch 
4:40—-Big Brother Jake 
News Flash 

Sftfcrfrench Programs 
£ 30 —News Headlines 
7^Eltei 

g: 00 —discovering the 7th 
Continent 

KUu-Miami Vke 


Earth Assignment 
_5l^ r _Prism 
tfrOO^News at Ten 
' lft25—-Tbe Bold and the 
Benitiftff 

11 : 10 —-Featare Filin: Soffel, 
starring, Diane Keaton and Mel 
Gebsoa ... 

SUNDAY 

i00—The Mask 
3£30r-lMac and Motley 
4 ^) 0 —Italian Soccer 
&00-News Flash 
5 ^ 1 —French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
7:35—Cinema, Cinema 
8 : 00 —The Axnerican Chart 
Show 

8:30—Jordanian Armed 
Forces Band 

8:45—-Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
9:10—Blacke’s Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10^25— The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11 : 10 —Connterstrike 

MONDAY 

3:00—Bonkers 
3:30—Richie Rich 
4:00—Animals of the Medi¬ 
terranean . . 

5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
730—News Headlines 
735—The Nanny 


8:00—Rhythms That Speak 
8:25—JRock Around the 
World 

9:10—100 Years of Capital¬ 
ism in Korea 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—PS. I Luv U 
12:00—Taurus Rising 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Iris- the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

3:20—Captain Planet 

3:45— Hot Shots 

4:10—The Bob Morrison 

Show 

435—AIT 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

730—News Headlines 

735—Encounter 

8:00—Blossom 

835—Deep Probe Expedition 

9:10—Star Trek 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—The Bold and the 

Beautiful 

11:10—-Feature Film: Black 
Moon Rising, starring. Tommy 
Lee Jones and Linda Hamilton 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—The Flintstones 
3:30—Iris 

3:45—Bill Nye the Science Guy 

4:10—Kelly 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

730—News Headline 

7:35—The Evening Shade 

8:00—World Net 

830—Chancer 

9:10—Hunter 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:15—The Bold and the 

Beautiful 

11:10—Airwolf 



Mel Gibson in Soffel, on Saturday at 11:10pm 

12:00—My Two Wives 


THURSDAY 

3:00—Aladdin 
330—NBA 
4:35—Pirates 
5:00—French Programs 
7:35—Carol and Company 
8:00—Taratata 
9:00—Star Trek 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Be¬ 
tween Love &. Honor , starring. 
Grand Show and Maria Pitillo 


FRIDAY 

3:00—Iris the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

3:15—Pebbles aud Bamm 
Bamm Show 
3:40—Bush School 
3:50—See How They Grow 
4:00—Gillette World Sport 
Special 

430—Give us a Cule 
5:00—News Flash 
5:00—French Programs 


730—-News Headline 
735—Growing Pains 
8:00—Nasty Boys 
8:45—It Had To Be You 
9:10— The Hanging Gale 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Clastic Movie: Show 
Boat , starring Kathryn Geayson 
and Howarid Keel 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN$AJS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilieurgagne 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—-Faut pas rever 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devam moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoyl special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

6:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Divertissement 
L’ccole des fans 
•(Patrick Bruel» 

6:00—Magazine 
Thaiassa 

7:00—Le journal 


7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—-Magazine 

Savoir plus sant£ 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Ushuai'a 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
530—Serie 

Secret de famille 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dessin anime 
5:30—Var!6t6s 

Le monde est k vous 
* Serge Lama* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archimfede 
8:00—Vari£t£s 
Taratata 

iRobert Charlebois» 

. VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
530—Film 

"Lt s enfanis de 
Lumitre* 

Un film-documeniaire 
surles lOOansdu 
cinema franca is 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 




ACROSS 
1 Movie 
-canine 
5 Beneath 

10 Liner 

H Swag 

15 large deer 

IB Alleviate 

17 "Thanks—I 

18 Read. - 

- studkjusJy 

IB A—a 
dozen. 

20 Ungramma¬ 
tical term 

2? Asian ass 

24 Tender 

25 Secluded 
valley 

26 Chin 
whistens 

29 Worry 

30 Draft tetters 

33 Ready far 
war _ 

34 Legal 
doaanentfl 

35 Sombrero 

36 Reimbursed 


37 Region of 
China 

38 Walker’s aid 

39 Common 
abbr. 

40 Restrict 

41 Strong point 

42 Poor grade 

43 Space 

44 Footwear 

45 Wallet 
stutters 

46 Civi wrong 

47 Mount In 
Israel 

50 Ireland's 
flower 

54 Out of the 
wfftd 

55 Diner 

57 Baking 
chamber 

58 Party tor 

men 

59 Degradation 

60 Behind fine 

61 Israeli dance 

62 Cavalry 
sword 


63 Large 
number 

DOWN 

1 —and 
alack! 

2 Aria 

3 implement 

4 Swore to 

5 Referee’s 
relation 

6 Rope loop 

7 College 
budding 

8 Wind 
direction 

9 Odorous 

10 dosed car 

11 Secretary of 
state 

12 Woe—I 

13 Equal 

21 Campus 

girl 

23 Profits 

25 Salute 

26 Stared open- 
mouthed 

27 Speechify 


28 Priest's 
vestment 

29 Shank bone 

30 Pottery 
fragment 

31 — Clara 

32 Girder 
material 

34 Citrus fruit 

37 Enduring 

38 Keeps In fine 

40 Byway 

41 Agricultural 
unit 

44 Highflyer 

45 The end 

46 Topic 

47 Ready 
money 

48 Singing 
voice 

49 Bring up 

50 Wound with 
a dagger 

51 Egg-shaped 

52 Whale 

53 Was aware 

56 Exclamation 

of surprise 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The moon's in 
Cancer, favoring hands-on learning. 
There'll be a flurry of activity. Clean 
house and buy food. 

Aries (March 21-ApriI 19). Your 
luck changes for die better, although 
there’s still a problem to resolve at 
home. Give in to one of your friend’s 
demands. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Ask 
for what you want. You'll worry 
more about money with the sun now 
in Gemini, but that’s OK. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). It’s 
your turn at bat! The sun goes into 
your sign, making you practically 
invincible. Do be careful with your 
finances ihougb. 

Cancer (June 22-Ju)y 22). You’ll 
want a little more private time. 
Confer with your sweetheart. Clear 
up a misunderstanding before it gets 
worse. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll be 
lucky with group activities and team 
sports. Finish up overdue assign¬ 
ments. You'll have more time to play 
with your friends, but don’t ditch 
work. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept- 22). Your 
workload usually increases when the 
sun’s in Gemini, because your super¬ 
visors get more active. They’ll think 
of all lands of new things to keep you 
busy. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Lofty 
thinking is easier for you wheh the 
sun’s in Gemini. You can find just 
the right words. That will help you 
argue a point with a supervisor. 

Scorpio (OcL 24 -Nov. 21). Sum 
applying for whatever you want. 
Pick up the paperwork. Also have a 
meaningful conversation with a 
friend. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You may decide to take on a partner. 
Pick one who gives you lots of auton¬ 
omy. But first, handle finances. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You’ll have to work a little harder. 
Sell stuff to bring more money into 
your account. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You’re lucky with romance and 
games. You may not get to play 
much though — too much work to 
do. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). The 
sun in Gemini puts the spotlight on 
your home life. Thai should be going 
very well, with true love favored. 

If You're Having a Birthday 
This Week: Learn to manage money 
this year, and you’ll never have to 
worry about it again. 

O 1996. Tribune Mwba Semen 


Bridge 

Neat Counter-punching 

By Tannah Hirsch 


Neither vulne rabl e. East deals. 
NORTH 
454 
Q9532 
O J874 
*KQ 


WEST 
*10 2 
S?K74 
0 A 10 9 5 
+ 8754 


EAST 
+A98763 
<?A86 
063 
+ 63 


SOUTH 
+ KQJ 
<7J10 
OKQ2 
+ A J10 9 2 

The bidding: 

East South West 

2* 2NT Pass 

Pass Pass Pass 


North 

3NT 


Opening lead: Ten. of + 

The battle over the green baize has 
many elements in common with 
prize-fighting. Your timing must be 
perfect, your footwork auick and 
your counterpunching deadly. 

After East s weak two-spade open¬ 
ing bid, North-South quickly landed 
in three no trump. North saw no 
point in introducing the weak five- 
card heart suit; had South been inter¬ 


ested in that suit, a takeout double 
was available. Note that four hearts 
had no play while three no trump 
would have sneaked home against 
less-than-perfect defense. 

West led a spade, and declarer 
encouraged mildly with the seven. 
Declarer won ana could count six 
fast tricks since the clubs were run¬ 
ning. There was no point in going 
after hearts — the defenders would 
have spades set up before declarer 
could cash any heart tricks, so the 
three tricks had to come from two or 
three diamonds and one more spade. 

Declarer led the king of diamonds 
to the second trick. Had West taken 
the ace, declarer would have scored a 
knockout, but West neatly side¬ 
stepped the haymaker by bolding up 
the ace. Since declarer could not 
revert to spades without esta b li sh ing 
East’s suit before a ninth trick was 
set up, the diamond queen was con¬ 
tinued. West stepped up with the ace 
of diamonds ana staggered South by 
returning the ten of diamonds. 

Declarer tried to steal the fulfilling 
trick by winning the jack of dia¬ 
monds and leading a spade, but East 
countered by rising with the ace and 
shifting to the ace of hearts and 
another. The king of hearts and 
nine of diamonds delivered the 
knockout blow. 


Jumble 


Unscramble these four words, one 
lener to eacb square, lo form foor 
ordinary words. 





Now arra ng t Ihc anted totters U Eflra 
(be surprise answer, as suggested by the 
abow cartoon. 


Print answer hen: THEIR 


SISV2B 

^ ipani opnp aqi in n|goo6 Ann»q aqn«tM 1B “ W V 
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Words of 
Wisdom 


Generosity toward others 
is a good measure of charac¬ 
ter. 

0 + 4 

If you doubt what you see, 
don’t be so willing to believe 
everything you hear. 


Luck is best taken advan¬ 
tage of by those who also are 
prepared. 

0 4 4 

Pessimist: One who dis¬ 
counts his blessings. 

• ■ a 

If you can’t stand to be by 
yourself, perhaps you should 
work on improving your 
company. 

0 0 4 

A lie is a theft of truth. 

C 19%. Tritwc Media Seniew 
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Cinema 

"CASINO" (MCA/Universal,)-‘ Robert De Niro 

and director Martin Scorsese yield yet another memorable 
collaboration with this big-scale drama of racketeering in Las 
Vegas, with the actor playing the operator of one of the city's 
most popular gambling dens. He has to ward off those who 
would oust him. with the love of his life (Oscar nominee 
Sharon Stone) a liability to him; Joe Pesci also appears. *** 
(R: AS, P, GV) 

"NICK OF TIME" (Paramount, ): Unfolding in 

real time, as it would in actual life, director John Badham’s 
thriller casts Johnny Depp as a businessman blackmailed by 
two crafty villains (Christopher Walken, Roma Maffia) into 
participating in a political-assassination plot. If he doesn't 
cooperate, his young daughter — who’s been kidnapped by 
them—will be killed; Marsha Mason also is featured. ** (R: 
P,V) 

HELD OVER: "CVtRJNGTON" (PolyGram, 

Jonaihan Pryce ("Barbarians at the Gate," Broadway's 
"Miss Saigon") earned a great deal of critical praise for his 
performance as author Lytton Strachey in this drama direct¬ 
ed by Christopher Hampton, who wrote "Dangerous 
Liaisons. ‘ * Emma Thompson also stars in the title role of the 
painrer who loved him passionately, despite their widely 
varying lifestyles. *** (R: AS, P) 

"TOM AND HUCK" (Disney,). Though Mark 
Twain's sagas of the adventurous lads Tom Sawyer and 
Huckleberry Finn have been told numerous times, this latest 
version makes a stab at appealing to today's younger audi¬ 
ence by casting Jonathan Taylor Thomas {"Home Improve¬ 
ment") and Brad Renfro (“The Client") in the roles. As 
usual, they find plenty of excitement in their Mississippi Riv¬ 
er exploits. ** (PG: V) 

“THE DOOM GENERATION ’' ( Vidmark,) : Defi¬ 

nitely not a film for casual after-dinner viewing, this is the 
saga of three travelers — played by Johnathon Schaech. 
Rose McGowan and James Duval — on a campaign of free- 
for-all violence. Such famili ar TV faces as Christopher 
Knight ("The Brady Bunch' *) and Lauren Tewes (“TTit’ Love 
Boat' 1 rum up. as does someone by the name of Heidi Reiss. 
** (R and unrated versions: AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: "DUNSTON CHECKS IN" (Fox, 
May 28): Jason Alexander plays the manager of a posh hotel 
targeted by a jewel thief and his clever orangutan accom¬ 
plice. (PG) 

“GET SHORTY" (MGM/UA. May 28): John Travolta 
stars as a small-time hoodlum introduced to the world of 
showbiz; Gene Hackman and Rene Russo also appear. (R) 

"WILD BILL" (MGM/UA, May 28): Jeff Bridges por¬ 
trays Western legend Wild Bill Hickok in director Walter 
Hill's revisionist biography; Ellen Barkin also stars. (R) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions; N. nudity; P. profanity; V, violence; GV. particularly 
graphic violence. 

O »%. Tribune Media Serried 


Mortgage and 
investment are crucial 
to Jordan’s economy 



ABDOUN REAL 
Estate is one of the 
prominent real estate 
offices in Jordan. 


Ja'aban, the general 
manager, told The 
Star that their policy 
is to build confi¬ 
dence with clients 
and put them at ease 
by being always 
punctual. Clients buy 
what they have ex¬ 
actly been shown. 
“We give them a 


about any project or 
property,” Ja’aban 
said. “We consider 
clients as number 
one and they are al¬ 
ways right." 

Talking about mortgage in Jordan he said “We should fa¬ 
cilitate loans and develop housing projects. All over the 
world people can get a mortgage for thirty years enabling 
them to own a house instead of renting one. In the long run, 
people will be paying JD 50,000 and end up paying JD 
150,000 within thirty years. “The idea is to make it easier 
for everybody to-own a house," Ja'aban said 

He added that there should be housing projects for stan¬ 
dard income people. "We should take care of those invest¬ 
ing in Jordan and interested in Jordanian products," Ja'aban 
said. Their projects provide job opportunities for the unem¬ 
ployment and bolster the com. my. The government must 
remove the obstacles which the investors face to facilitate 
their work. 

There are countries which reached top levels in invest¬ 
ment through free zones, he said. Some states like Dubai 
have wide range of investments and trading in Lhe foreign 
currencies. Jordanians must think this way to attract foreign 
investment and currencies to Jordan, he added. 

Ja’abari said he faced some difficulties in running his 
business. “We worked on couple of projects, one cost S4 
million. It took us almost a year to get financial sources,” 
he said. 'To keep this project going we should benefit from 
the experience of foreign investors." New procedures must 
be followed so that investors will not have to wait 4 or 6 
months to get the approval of the government on the prop¬ 
erties they want to buy. “I hope that the new government 
will set down new laws for investment to help the economy 
rise in a region witnessing new developments after the 
breakthrough in the Arab-lsraeli relations, he concluded. ■ 
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Bientot six milliards d f habitants 


Supplement en fran£ais du Star 


•Selon le dernier report du foods de I'Onu pour la population, la plmitefnsnchira k cop des 
six milliards d'habitanis dans deux ans. En 2050, la population mondiale oscillera entre 7,9 el 
Ilf) milliards d'habitants. , 

L'essentid de la croissance demographique repose sur le dynamisme despays en vote de 
developpemenl. Avec 2,7%. I’Afrique garde an tanx record. Certains pays comme la Tanzame, le 
Zaire ou I'Ethiopie devrait doubler leurpopulation en moins d'une generation. 

Quelques regions d'Asie ct du Moycn-Orient conitaisscnl une ivolution similaire' avec 3,5% par 
an, l 'Arable Saoudite passera de 18 A 42 millions d'ici Van 2025. L’lrak (+3%) passero de 21 a 
42 millions et la Syrie (+3J%) de 15 a 33 millions. 

L’Europe, I’Amerique du Nord etle Japan connaissent des niveaia fatbles (respectivement 
+0,1%, +0,9%, +0£% par an). Quelques pays comme I’AUemagne sont tombis au niveau zero, 
ou ont une croissance nigative (Russia. Ukraine _ 

Les deux pays les plus peuples du monde resteront bien sur en 2025 la Chine, avec lp milliard 
d'habilants, et Vlnde qui devrait prochainement "dcpasser le milliard» et compter dans trente 
ans 1,3 milliards d'habilants. 
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SELON 



Monsieur le nou¬ 
veau Premier mini sire isra£- 
lien. Vous etes sans doute 
consciem de la chance que 
vous avez de prendre vos 
fonctions alors que les voi- 
sins cnnemis d'hier sont d£- 
sormais vos fid&les eompag- 
nons. M.Shamir doit vous 
envier de -trignen* aiors 
que la guerre des pierres 
s'esi transforms en guerre 
des frires, et que d’autres se 
chargent aujourd'hui de liq- 
uider les terrorisies pales tin- 
iens. 

Vous continuerez a prof- 
iter du robinet financier 
am£ricain qui vous versera 
cette annfie la modesie 
somme de trois milliards de 
dollars. Dans le monde enti- 
er. Israel ne manque pas 
d'amis. Mais c'est votre peu- 
ple qui vous privera du 
5ommeil et qui vous causera 
angoisse. stress et mllanco- 
lie. 

Vous aurez a lutter contre 
la segregation raciale et les 
differents conflits ethniques 
qui dechirent votre socifitS. 
Vous aurez £ affronter les 
•'Yeshivot Hesder- qui ont 
en reserve d'autres Yigal 
Amir. II vous faudra aussi 
rcdonner confiance a vos ci- 
toyens effiray6s par v le pro¬ 
cessus de paix: 

Vous serez aussi confron¬ 
ts £ la difficile tSche 
d'upaiscr le mdcontentement 
dc vos citoyens modemes 
conire la mainmise des re- 
ligieux prehistoriques dans 
leur vie quotidienne. Vos i 
soucis vont s'orienter du ; 
c5td de vos miiiiaires qui 
s'agitenu et au sein desquels 
un certain g&vSral Hen 
Anialtzia appellc les soldats 
a la d&sob6issancc en cas 
d evacuation des colonies, i 

Durant vos longues nuils | 
d’insomnie. vous aurez du 
temps pour penser ii votre 1 
nation ou hicntol un habi- I 
tant sur cinq sera arabe et i 
oil I'on danse la nuit du sab- i 
bat dans les night-clubs de | 
Talipot :i quelques metres 
sculcmenl dun quartier re- 1 
ligieux voisin ou I'on incen- i 
drail voila quelques anr.ies, 
les cafes qui osaieni ouvrir | 
pendant la joumee du sab-, 
bat J 

Vous avez. Monsieur le 
Premier ininistre. la mal- 
ihancc dc gouvemer un 
pcuple instruit qui com¬ 
mence a dccouvrir les mcn- 
songes de certains de vos 
prcdccesseurj.. comme les 
massacres de civils Palestin¬ 
ians enl947 ou les tueries 
de soldats egyptiens desar- 
mes. Dc Sabra a Cana. la 
vuc d'enfonts cn pieces d£t- 
achees a degoute vos citoy¬ 
ens qui sc souviennent en¬ 
core dc crimes aussi atTrcux 
commis a lours £gards voila 
un dcmi-.sicclc. 

Vous. save/ sans doute 
que la France, qui a lou- 
jours etc de votre cotd. com¬ 
mence a se poser des ques¬ 
tions au sujet de votre 
innocence, ct que de nom- 
hreux intcllectucls emettent 
des domes a propos de la 
mystique dc l'Elnt juif. ai- 
d& sans doute par les imag¬ 
es dc vos victinics sur les 
terms de television. 

Le cauchemar commence 
pour vous. Monsieur le Pre¬ 
mier ministne. ct vous 
navez pas fini d’avalcr des 
antidcprcsscurs ct des anxi- 
olytiques pour vous aider & 
sortir votre pays du naliona- 
lismc tribal ct 1c conduire 
vers legality des races cl le 
respect des aulres cthnies. 

Votre ami Jean-Paul Sar¬ 
tre a ccrit voilS vingl ans 
•me I'Cfat d'Israel elail sur le 
point d'etre dynamitd de 
I’intdrieur. Vous allez cer- 
taincmcnt ntaintenant tout 
fairc pour eviter I’cxplosion 
dc votre nation. Sachcz cn 
ioul cas que le fait dc sc re- 
mettre en question n’est pas 
un deshonneur. Et bon cou¬ 
rage. Monsieur le Premier 
ministre israelien.B 


Souhail A1 Sweis 



Tourisme 

Amman, une ville sans capital 

Malgre les efforts ae certaines agences de tourisme , peu de touristes 
passent plus d’une joumee dans la capitale jordanienne . Ils ne 
lui trouvent en effet que peu d’interet, et ne s’y arretent que 
pour avoir un pied-a-terre et profiter des sites qui Ventourent. 


« Laissez-nous VOUS 
faire decouvrir un endroii rests 
vierge pendant de longues an- 
nees et rest4 a iabri des wya- 
geurs modemes, un endroii 
dans lequel les habitants ac- 
cueilleni les etrangers comme 
s‘ils faisaient partie de leur fa¬ 
milies. C'est oinsi qu’est presen¬ 
ts ia Jordanie dans une bro¬ 
chure touristique de l'un des 
plus grands hdtels d'Amman. 
Depuis qu'ils ont retabli la paix 
dans la region, et surtout en Jor¬ 
danie, les secteurs priv£s et 
publics cherchent en effet it 
promouvoir «la Jordanie touris- 
tique» dans ie monde entier. 

Petra est devenu un site prat- 
iquement incontoumable dans 
la region. Un lieu rendu trfes 
touristique grSce & sa grande ri- 
chesse. mais aussi parce que les 
campagnes de ddveloppement 
du tourisme en Jordanie parlent 
depuis des onn£es surtout de 
P^tra, Le royaume hachfimite 
n’a en effet pas encore rgussi Si 
vendre de la meme fafon ses 
autres richesses. 

^Amman est sur la route de 
Jerash. de Petra, ou de la mer 
morte *. explique Hala Khoury, 
une des responsables de I'HStel 
Marriott it Amman. Si on ne 
mettait pas Vaccent sur Petra 
ou Jeraslu personae ne vien- 
drait a Amman, malgre les 
quelques sites touristiques qui 
se trouvent dans cette ville.* 

Amman n'est pas faite pour 
attirer les touristes et les agenc¬ 
es ne s'efforcent pas vraiment 
de la vendre. 

-Quand on vend la Jordanie, 
on la vend comme une unite 
complete, du nord jusqu'au 
sud». explique Ghada Najir de 
United Travel Agency. Amman 
est une ville dans Iaquelle les 
touristes sont obliges de passer, 
mais dans Iaquelle ils ne sou- 
haitenl gufcne raster. Ils passent 
en moyenne deux it trois nuits 



Avec son architecture tres modeme et son manque d'animation, Amman a bien du mal a 
seduire les touristes qui n’y passent pas en general plus d'une joupnee. 


dans la capitale jordanienne. 
Une joumfie est g£n£ralement 
consacrfe & la visile de la ville. 
«Amman est divisie en plu- 
sieurs circuits touristiques •, 
comraente Ghada Najar. Les 
deux musees. I'amphithedtre co¬ 
ntain, les vestiges d'lraq el 
Amir,... Ensuite, on leur montre 
le cote modeme d'Amman et 
enfin son artisanal.» 


Une ville de passage 

Si Amman est bien au coeur 
du pays, son centre-viile 
manque de vie. *Ca ne bougc 
pas beaucoup *, deplore Osama 
Salfiti. directeur des hdtels fin¬ 
alises Commodore et Middle 
EasL "Pendant la joumee, les 
touristes visileni les villes auto- 
ur d'Amman, mais la nuit, 
quand ils reviennent qu'est ce 


qu’ils ont a faire?* s'inlerroge- 
t-il. 

Jumana Sabenegh, une dcs 
responsables de I'agence de tou¬ 
risme Top Tours dresse le 
meme constat. "On peut faire 
le tour d’Amman cn une jour¬ 
nee. Et le soir. en fonction de 
leurs budgets, les touristes dc- 
mandent de temps en temps un 
groupe de folklore jordanicn.» 
Les touristes qui sc rendent en 
Jordanie ont ginfiralement entre 
45 el 60 ans dc moyenne d'age. 
Beaucoup recherchcnt la tran¬ 
quillity. surtout pendant la sai- 
son d'automne et pendant Ic 
printemps. «Un touristc qui 
vient en Jordanie nc cherchc 
pas la modemiie de la ville. Au 
contrairc. il rcut la fair* ex¬ 
plique Khoury. 

Promouvoir Amman en al- 


Oroub el Abed 


Politique 

Le cap des cent jours reveille 1'opposition 

Cent jours apres sa formation , le gouvemement de Karim Abdoul Kabariti qui 
a promis «la revolution blanche» affronte aujourd'hui une premiere vague 
de protestations. L’opposition s'est en effet reveillee et lui reproche de ne pas 
tenir ses promesses. Des analystes politiques donnent leur avis. 


Quelques analystes con- 
stalent que cc gouvemement est 
arrive «avec de grands espoirs'* 
qui sont difficiles a rdaliscr. cn 
tenant compte dcs ressources 
de la Jordanie. 

D'autres notent que la faillite 
principle du gouvemement est 
sa politique exterieure. son 
cquipe ministiSrieile ou plus 
pn£cis6ment son Iquipe 6cono- 
mique. Les analystes, toutefois. 
admettent que la pdriode de 100 
jours est un peu courie pour 
juger la performance du gou- 
vemcment dans son ensemble. 

Selon un analyste. ancien 
ministre Iui-meme, qui pr£f%re 
garder I'anonymat. b deception 
des Jordaniens vis-h-vis de la 
«revolution blanche annonc£c» 
nc tient pas en premier lieu & 
{‘incapacity du gouvemement 
dc transformer la Jordanie du 
jour au lendemain en un pays 
ddmocniliquc. mais piutot A sa 
politique cconomiquc incohc- 
rente. Pour lui. le gouveme- 
ment a du mal h poursuivre 
avec succte les nSfbrmes cnlre- 
prises depuis 1989 par les gou- 
vemcmcnts pr6c£dcnts. 

Selon lui. ia Jordanie a par 
contra enregistnS dcs progres 
notables dans ie domainc des li- 
bert6s publiques. el ce malgr£ 
les proiestations dc I'op- 
position. "La situation est plus 
detendue main tenant» cx- 
piiquc-t-il. Et pour lui. toutc la 
poldmique qui eniourc le projel 
gouvememcntal de rfforme de 
la loi du syndicat des jouma- 
lisles exprime dairement le re- 
fus de certains d'acccptcr tout 
change ment. 

Le ministre dc I'lnformalion 
Marwan Mouashcr a en effet 
propose d’introduirc une nou- 
veile loi pour lc syndicat dcs 
joumalistes. I’anciennc dalant 
de 1983. Le syndicat redoute 
aujourd'hui ccllc loi. arguam 
qu i! doit etre consultc aupara- 
vant. M. Mouasher a lui assurd 
qu'aucune ryforme ne serait ap- 
ptiqu^e sans discussion pream¬ 
ble au scin dc la commission ju¬ 
dicial re de la chambrc bassc 


des deputes. Pour M.Mouasher, 
ce projet de re forme modemi- 
scrait Ia loi du syndicat des 
joumalistes et permenrait no- 
lammenl a deux tiers des jour¬ 
nalises jordaniens. qui ne sont 
pas syndiques. de pouvoir de- 
venir membres du svndicaL 


Das rumours de 
demission 

Lc parti du Front d'aciion is- 
lamique fFAI) s'est monirg tres 
virulent a I'egard du gouveme- 
mem. critiquant son action 
comme jamais il nc I'avaif fait 
dans le passe. 

Dons un communique de 
presse publie deux jours scuic- 
ment apres une rencontre entre 
le E^remicr ministre et les lead¬ 
ers islamistes, le secretaire gen¬ 
eral du FAI. Ishaq Farhan. a 
decrit la performance du gou¬ 
vemement comme n'etant «pas 
serieuse du tout'*. II s'en est vi- 
olcmment pris a «1'incapadtc 
dc ce gouvemement dc lenir 
ses promesses.* 

La presse a ellc fait dial de 
dissensions au scin dc ce jeunc 
gouvememenr. Scion certains 
hebdomadal res. cinq ministres 
scraient ddju sur Ic point dc d£- 
missionner. 

Pour un sp6cialistc dc la poli¬ 
tique jordanienne. «lc gou¬ 
vemement ne serait pas dans 
i'impasse s'ils parvenaiem a 
avoir de meillcurs resullais 
6conomiques et s'il manifestait 
r6ellement sa volonte dc lutter 
contre la corruption.* Pour lui. 
ccpendam. il est trop lot pour 
parler d un remaniement mini- 
sitSric!. 

Le roi Hussein (voircncadrd) 
a d'ailleuis Iui-meme renouvete 
sa confiance 5 ce gouvemement 
ii l'occasion de la commemora¬ 
tion du cinquamiiime anniver- 
sairc dc I'independartcc dc la 
Jordanie. jugcant que dcs 
changemcnts nc pouvaient etre 
realises qu'avec *ta determina¬ 
tion et lc travail de tous les Jor¬ 
daniens ». M 



Pour le gouvemement de MAbdoul Karim Kabariti, il 
s ’agit desormais de realiser la +revolution blanche» an - 
noncce lors de sa nomination voila cent Jours. 


Le roi Hussein se montre confiant 


Sa'eda Kilani 


fAvec iot peu de patience et beaucoup de conjiance. nous 
ancindrans sdrement nos objectifs a d£clan£ Ic roi Hussein 
au cours d'une allocution tfiWvisee a l'occasion du cinquon- 
ti&mc anniversaire de 1'indfipendancc du royaume. 

"La situation nc peut pas changer en un jour et une nuit. 
mais eUe s'amcUorcra sdremem* a ajout^ le souverain. 

L'amelioration de la situation dconomique est 1'objeclif pri¬ 
ori taire que s'&aiL fix£ le gouvemement Kabariti qui veut lut¬ 
ter contre le chOmage, affectanr environ 20% dc la population 
active, « relanccr l^conomie encore marquee par les retom- 
bdes de la guerre du Golfe cc qui doit supporter une dctic extd- 
ricurt de plus de cinq milliards de dollars.* 


Tourisme 

Coup de froid sur la Jordanie 

Le climat politique regional ne se prete guere en 
ce moment au tourisme. Apres un bon premier 
trimestre, la Jordanie enregistre depuis avril 
un ralentissement de son activite touristique. 




Corps 


longcunt la durde des sdjours 
n’est done pas dcs plus fucilcs. 
Surtout que cette ville se trouve 
au milieu d'une region tr&s tou- 
risiique qui offre beaucoup. 
"En general, les agence organ- 
iseni des circuits sur plusieurs 
pays, ct lc temps est tres limi- 
te», explique Najar. 

Pour Amman, il est done 
bien difficile dc concurrencer 
d^autres destinations dc ia re¬ 
gion pour cssayer de devenfr un 
lieu reellemcnt touristique. 

La capitale jordanienne sem- 
ble en effet condamn£c it rester 
une ville de passage, qui donne 
accfcs u de superbes sites 
comme Madnbn. Jerash ou la 
mer mono.* 


Le secteur du touris- 

me est Ie premier touchd en 
Jordanie par la demi&re offen¬ 
sive israfelienhe au Uban et 
1'assassinat au Caire d'une ving- 
taine de touristes grecs en mi- 
avrii. La Jordanie. done tous 
les bureaux touristiques organi¬ 
sed des voyages en Syrie. au 
Li ban ou en Egypte passant par 
ia Jordanie, sont unanimes 
quant it la vague d'annuladon 
de reservations qui a suivi ces 
6v6nements. Ces tueries ont r£- 
veilifi le rfiflexe de peur parmi 
les touristes qui prdvoyaient de 
se rendre dans la rdgion. 

Beaucoup d'agences de voy¬ 
ages et d'hdtel implant6s it Am¬ 
man ont dQ annuler des voyag¬ 
es prgvus depuis plusieurs 
mois, les taux d’annulation var¬ 
iant selon les hotels de 30 h 
40%. Les touristes ont en effet 
peur de ne plus Stre en s€curit£, 
meme en Jordanie. 

Les nombreuses mesures 
prises par les differenis Etats 
pour empecher ce genre de 
drame ne suffisent pas a les 
rassurer. 

C'est la premi&re fois depuis 
la signature du troitd de paix is- 
rayio-jordanien que le tourisme 
connalt un tel repli dans le 
pays. Le chiffrc de visiteurs 
n'avait en effet cessi 
d'augmenter depuis !e mois 
d'oetobre 1994. La ville 
d’Amman, qui est devenue en 
un peu plus d'un an un impor¬ 
tant centre de conferences, a 
perdu soudainement environ un 
tiers dc ses visiteurs. 

Un chiffre qui inquire bien 
sflr les responsables du touris¬ 
me qui s'aocndem & connaltre 
une annde 1996 record quant 
au nombre dc visiteurs en Jor¬ 
danie (voir encadrd). La Jorda¬ 
nie aspire en effet & jouer un 
rile beaucouj) plus important 
dans ce domaine, aussi impor¬ 
tant que cclui que jouait le Li- 
bon avant d'entrer dans la 
guerre. 



L’images des combats reprenant au Liban a large ment 
contribue a dissuader beaucoup de touristes de venir dans, 
la region ces deux demiers mois. 


Mais l'actualitfi dfimoncre une que la paix ne rfegnera pas 
fois de plus que les efforts d€- completement dans les pays 


ployds par la Jordanie ne peu- voisins, ie tourisme en Jordanie 
vent pas £ cux seuls garantir le continuera 5 etre soumis h de 


d£veloppement du secteur tou- tels al&as. 
ristique. 

Le contexte regional joue en S 

effet un rile primordial, et tant 


Souad Retiti Ennimer 


Un bon premier trimestre 


Selon les chiffres du rainistfere jordanien du Tourisme, 223 612 
touristes se sont rendus en Jordanie dans les trois premiers mois 
de i'annde 1996. soil 19,25% de plus qu'en 1995 sur la mSme 
pyriode. Si la plupart d'entre eux 6taient am6ricains ou euro- 
pyens, plus de 26 000 Isradliens sont venus visiter le royaume 
taachymite, soil l£-aussi pris de 20% de plus que i'annfie pricy- 
den te. 

Des chiffres qui ne peuvenc que rassurer ie ministre du Tou¬ 
risme Saleh Irsheidat qui table pour raunde 1996 sur une aug¬ 
mentation globale de 25% du nombre de visiteurs pour atteindre 
le chiffre global d’ 1 350 000 touristes. 

Malheureusemem, les troubles survenus dans les pays voisins 
et la tenue d'un scrutin £ risques en Israel a considyrablement ra- 
lenti le fhix de visiteurs. 

Juste a pris le dyclenchement des opyrations militaires isray- 
liennes au Liban, Jerusalem estimait a 30% ia baisse des riserva- 
tions, et Tel-Aviv £ 25%. Dcs cumulations qui ont des retombyes 
dircctcs sur la Jordanie, puisque beaucoup de touristes visitent 
les deux pays £ ia fois Jl 


I 


Education 

Un journal ecole en fran^ais 

Pour la premiere fois, un journal 6cole en langue frangaise a ete 
realise en Jordanie. Un projet qui a associe pres de 400 eleves 
appartenant a une vingtaine d’etablissements scolaires differents. 

Une vingtaine d'yta- |,Ecok , Nazareth, et Michel Bie- droit Ie plus important: Ic droit 

ra de rEcole frangaise • ■ - 

d'Amman: 


blissemems scolaires d’Amman. 
dans lesquels le franpiis est en- 
scigny cn troisi&mc langue, sc 
sont ass odds pour rialiser un 
journal dcolc baptisd «A bras 
ouverts**. Leur premier numyro 
vient de sortir au mois dc mai. 
an quel pris de 400 £l&vcs ont 
participy. Une cinquontaine 
d'entre cux ont 6t£ pub lids dans 
ce premier num£ro. aprfes une 
selection des articles faite par 
un comitd de redaction com- 
prenant des profcsscurs ct des 
filfcves. 

Un rancours filait d'ail leurs 
organisd au sein des dcolcs 
pour primer les meiiieurs arti¬ 
cles. avec £ la clef un sdjour cn 
France pour sept yi£vcs. Ils se- 
ront accueillis pendant une di- 
zaine dc jours dans un college 
Francois, e: auront la possibility 
dc prolongcr leur premiere ex¬ 
perience journalist] que cn col- 
iaborant sur place u un numyro 
spyciai du journal «Vauclusc 
matin*. 

Lc th&me rctenu pour cc ran¬ 
cours ytoit «la dtoyennety in- 
icrnationale dcs jcuncs*. 

Void les articles des deux 
lauriats, Dina Kayyaii dc 


«Dan5 ce monde, ii riy a per¬ 
sonae qui soit totalement m6- 
prisablc, meme les criminels 
parce que s'ils nous racontaient 
leur passd. ii est certain qu’ils 
avaieni un passy plein de 
problfcmcs, qu'ils auraient vficu 
dcs moments d'insdcuriiy sans 
amour et qu'ils dtaient dyfavori* 
s£s cc qui les a conduits a de- 
venir ddlinquants. ayant des 
problcmcs psychologiques el 
autrefois £ commcttrc des actes 
criminels. 

La partie la plus iristc, c'est 
l'hisloire qui se ripfctc. Les mil¬ 
lions d'enfonls qui meurem de 
faim. de mauvais traitements 
chnquc minute sans que per- 
sonne nc s'en occupe. 

Nous sommes £ la fin du 
20£me sifrcle. et on trouve des 
criminels qui vendem dcs en- 
fams innocents, cela m'a cho- 
quyc cn iisant la presse qu'on 
puissc arriver £ une telle bos¬ 
ses sc. 

Alors ou sont leurs droits £ la 
sanri. £ ryducodon, £ la protec¬ 
tion contre les mauvais traite- 
ments et Ie racismc? Oil est leur 


droit Ie plus important: lc droit 
de vivre en familJc? 

Ii faut commencer £ travail!- 
er pour Ic bonheur dcs enfants 
en leur assurant I'amour et la 
solidarity. On pourra rialiser un 
pas vers un meiileur avenir si 
on a des enfiims beureux. bons, 
dleves qui om une bonne sant£ 
ct un bon esprit: e'est le seui 
moyen qui permet de former dc 
bons citoyens.'* 

Dina Kayyaii 


C’est la vie 


L'agenda fran^ais d'Amman 
Cinema 

«Un ctrur en ltivcr» f de Claude Sautet avec Emma- 
nuelle B^art, Daniel Auteuil,... 

Le 3 juin A 20h00 au Centre culturel frantjais. 

Expositions 


Yvan Pommaux et Christophe Besse, illustrateurs 
de livres pour enfants, exponent leurs planches ius- 
qu'au 31 mai au Centre culturel fran^ais. 


I'Lorsqu’on parlc dc la citoy- 
ennete ciiez les jcunes. je pense 
a I'Ecole fi-angaisc d'Amman. 

Dans cet yiablissemcnt. nous. 

£ lives, parents ct enseignants. ^ 
consu'tuons une petite commu- 
nauty multinationale. Les 
yifevcs sc connaissent tous, 
meme ccux dc la matcrnelle .daSy'. 
avec ics terminalcs. .'yWr/ 

A col6 des obligations sco- 
laires, on a certains droits: Ics 
opinions et les initiatives indi- 
vi duel les sont bien appriei6e5. 

Les reprysentams dcs secon- 
daircs partidpent £ ia prise dcs 
dyeisions: cela aide £ cr6er une 
ambiance bienveillantc entre 
el£ves ct leurs enseigrrants. ... rin 
C'est par le dialogue et lc com- "*n£ jjgj 
promis qu'on teme de risoudre 
les problemes qui apparaissent. • \ 

Evidemment un grand rdlc ap- 
paniem au personnel dc rticofe- 
Je pense qu'anaiogiquement 
dans unc communauri plus l i ftp. 

large le succfes dc la dfimocradc V D *r ^ 
ddpend aussi des qualiris dcs 
dirigeams. 

Lc travail des profcsscuts est 'Rj 
essentiei. mais ancun d’entre: p-'V K r- 
eux nc pourrait imposcr sa *.; • ' 
domination mlellcclucMe: ■ /' ^ 

programme est riaiisy avee it ,v-j. r -'• 
CNED. En consyquence les ad* 
olescents sont plus indy pen- .. 




■/, . - 

I r., f . 

■ v ‘*'*nai 

tp- 




danis ct peut-eire plus res pons- . 
ablcs. Le respect mutueJ” 
exigy par Ic rtclememintyricurA N* (j t- 


Rafic Majzoub, artiste s'inscrivant dans la mou- 
vance de «l'art brut», expose ses toiles k partir du 3 
juin au CCF. 


exigy par ic rtglement im6ricurA 
Mon dcole est pour moi unci’ 
petite dcoie de dtoyennety. Ellc 
montre comment exertcr . 
droits et ses devoirs civiqocs 'n 
pour savoir les appliquer dans 
I'avenir.** 

Michel Bier* * 




" ’• •- i. 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre._... 661026/7 

American Centre Library. 820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute.641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish). 610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre .639777 

Haya Arts Centre...665195 

YAV.C.A.641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Darat a! Funun.643252 

Alia Art Gallery.— 639303 

Baladna An Gallery..657132 

Nabil AI Mashini The::'re. 675571 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaia Cinema.gft)23S 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Hubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club ..815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■ Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R.S.C.N.837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


To bcok jcur Acverticirrcri’. G-apNc .‘•'is? Dct, rr.s cr, tr-t Glnctrcr-c Sion ftorjrdc on thu 
cf SAF6WAY S!ds- CSKNANA Ctrtc' - Job.'.: Ah-ssier & DOWNTOWN call 680367 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance....636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information.641467 

Interior Ministry.6631! 1 

Justice .6631‘M 


Labour.698186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning.644466 

Post St Communications.624301 

Public Health .665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian. 641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini. 664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian —. 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech . 671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Greek:. 671331/2 

Hungarian.SI 5614 

Icelandic Consulate.698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi.. 639331 

Italian. 638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan:. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.656720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.636155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian.. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki. Consulate.645312 

South Korean .. 660745/6 

South Africa..SI 1194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese.. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish .... 641251 

U.A.E. .I.....’....' 643347/643341- 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegau'on. 668191 

ESCWA. 694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airiines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Acromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .82S801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines.63632 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines. 643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/66236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Phillippinc Airlines.640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.6373S0 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... (OS) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.62209U/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.S97467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 , 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.664164/0 

Al-Bushir. Ashraficli....775l 11/26 

Al-Muashcr Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

I Hussein Medical Centre... SI3813 , 

Inlian-Al-Muhajrcen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani. 664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... b02240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali .... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info. 750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


I 


Hotel Suites 

Luxury 


Comfort 


@ Service 

•w’ 

A Location 


In the Cp of 

C- 1 

Sweifyieh 

■*4*’ 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 





“ Pizza Hul offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid‘s meal'' 

"Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Alinouhraseb Center. 


[■ » HOSPITALITY " I 
" > 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:3I4131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel :6 6 6 705 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquomarina I.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday lnt'1.312426 

Miramar. 314340 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


et &2I35 
cr Ceater 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manic tires & 
padicures 






To Advertise in this 

V V 

space , call us at 


152-3 






Cafe Restaurant 


Different 




.label \.r.i:ti^r. Tel: fi4?224 



~ r -T .?> p 

ij j ci-' Li' 

Professional Quality in I 


Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20 X 30 cm 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlivyah Girb School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:QQ-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


SB 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 

* * * * 1 

i 

For reservations call (03) 316636 1 

Fax (03) 318246 | 



Hi'Jti <>mVi‘ \I Mis(I;ir S(r 
l'i l: 778 t Fax: 7X1 *81 


Safewav-Tel: 68531 1 


The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

l WNt-IN.TAKE \\V\V & ll&JYHKV I 
Mecca si. Jah'r Trade Corner 

Tot: 821938 


ri.G7£7iESe 


i- uA. m . _ 





7th circle. Tel. 820099 


U1S CEHTBE FOEWICE SERVICES 

* Professional Drycleaning. 

*Shoes Repair 
* Darning 
*Engraving 

*Upholstery «£ Carpet Cleaning 
Al-Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


KRJ S/ 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY i A \ ' A ~ 

1 />. : I ! ‘AA‘ \:aA ! , f r. ! f • 

Available at: . ’> r n n p - ■« - -T* ; v v - y 3/ h •' a ; -! 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique Ml hjj jf£ <•;}j r! if v j: 

^ ^ ^ Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714 


rrnvn^ 

ill h j 1 

V -IL ? \ t. 


carriage carriage 





CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


teaK ^ mnF- Wasfi Al-Tal St \\J 

Tel: 695180 

■ Fax: 682525 


z&eh A.uti 


■Service Ceirt2sr_. 


i we offer:- 

t rj v Computerized Engine Check 4* Electro Mechanical car check „ 

v.■’ I -4- Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintenance*= 
\b%rakeh/ ❖ Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 ^ 


carriage carriage Rentacar carriage carriage 


gai %i 
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COMPUTING & HIGH tECH 


Edited by Zeid Nasser . 


M 


O 


Have you 
noticed: 

Everyone is talking 
about the Internet 
and birttiine services. 

The Workstation 
page is truning into 
the forum for these 
topics. 

Fax Us on 648298 or 
email us at 
Star^M ETS.com. Jo 
with your views. 
We and our readers 
want to know them. 


Intranets 9 begin to appear in Jordan, but what are they? 


Local-level Interact 


By Jihad Abdullah 

Special la ihe Star 


THE INTERNET is viewed as 
the network that links the world 
through computers, 
modems and tele¬ 
phone networks, due 
to the fact that its con¬ 
tents were available on 
a global level, without 
any actual limitations. 

However, this very 
global characteristic 
causes some practical 
problems, such as lack 
of security and 
privacy. 

This has led to the 
appearance of the 
“'Intranet", which is 
simply a local Internet, 
with no major techni¬ 
cal differences. 

Intranet networks 
use the same Internet 


such as Mosaic. Netscape Navi¬ 
gator, or Alis Tango. 

Intranets mainly provide the 
valuable function of maintaining 
corporate privacy, and the possi- 



company. by a consultancy firm 
called Business Optimization 
Consultants (BOO, in coopera¬ 
tion with Specialized Technical 
Services (STS). 

The Aramex Intra¬ 
net wjl] provide inte¬ 
grated hardware and 
software Intranet solu¬ 
tions. based on Sun 
servers provided by 
STS. and optimized 
software solutions uti¬ 
lizing Netscape from 
BOG The icfea is to 
use HTML-based 
server management 
utilizing the browser 
concept. 


Protocol (IP), and deal with data 
in the same manner, by depend¬ 
ing on TCP/IP. The difference 
comes, practically, from the 
server. 

While InLemet treats the 
server as on external unit, with¬ 
out a firewall in many cases, the 
Intranet uses an internal server, 
that is usually protected with a 
firewall to maintain access to it 
as an exclusive right to only 
authorized users. 

On the soft¬ 


ware side, the 
same software 
uses to navi¬ 
gate Internet is 
utilized for 
Intranet surf¬ 
ing. Users may 
to benefit 
from the popu¬ 
lar browsers 
they may 
already have. 



biiity to customize the system to 
meet the needs of the enterprise. 
Intranets also provide high sav¬ 
ings on Internet connectivity 
costs which an organization 
would normally have to incur, as 
users can navigate the World 
Wide Web. through a local area 
network. 

Furthermore, Intranet users 
are still able to access the Inter¬ 
net if required, combining the 
best values of the two networks. 

On the other hand, 
internet users can¬ 
not access an 
Intranet server 
unless authorized 
to do so. 

In Jordan, there 
is only one Intra¬ 
net project that we 
know of at the 
moment, which is 
being built for 
Aramex, the 
express services 


Jihad Abdallah is 
the Managing Editor 
of Byte Middle East 
magazine, and the 
editor of 'Internet 
World' weekly page 


in .44 Dustour daily. 


An external modem series offering speed and functionality; 

Sportster 14.400 from U.S. Robotics 


SAADI COMMUNICATION 
Systems (SCS) are introducing 
U.S. Robotics modems to the 
Jordanian market, to 
meet with the 
increased demand for 
data communications 
products. 

One of the latest 
modems on offer is 
the Sportster, a 14.4 
bps range of modems 
specifically designed 
for small business, 
home office and per¬ 
sonal use. ft's an 
external unit, which is 
suitably sized to fit 
anywhere on your 
desk, near your 
computer. 


line, and in five minutes you're 
ready to check e-mail, chat on a 
bulletin board, navigate the Inter¬ 



communications software pack¬ 
ages, and can be adjusted to 
hardware / software require¬ 
ments with, easy-to- 
reacb DIP switches. 

It supports' 14.400 
bps Group III fax and 
transmits data at 14.400 
bps with V.42 bis/MNP 
5 data compression, for 
throughput up to 57.600 
bps. 

Visual indicators, 
that make it easier to 
monitor your modems 
performance. are 
included. These take the 
form of seven front 
panel Status Lights. 

The ti.S. Robotics 


U.S. Robotics has been budd¬ 


ing and designing modems 
since 1976. 

Sportster incorporates the 
same proven U.S. Robotics 
technology that users worldwide 
have come to depend on. 

It's easy to use. Just plug it 
into your computer and phone 


net and more. 

Sportster 14.400 Fax Modems 
allow the user to send and 
receive faxes while running other 
applications. 

Special sending features also 
provide options like 'group send' 
and ‘delayed faxes', ft is compat¬ 
ible with most popular fax and 


package includes modem, man¬ 
ual, AC adapter. RJIlC phone 
cord, fax and communication 
software. 

For more information on the 
Sportster and other products 
from U.S. Robotics, contact 
Saadi Communication Systems 
(SCS) at telefax 693353. ■ 


News update 


Novell Middle East run an 
innovative campaign and 
competition 


• Novell Middle East is cur¬ 
rently running a NetWare aware¬ 
ness advertising campaign in 
leading Middle East IT maga¬ 
zines. Each advertisement pro¬ 
vides a different fact about 
Novell Netware 4.1. 

All you have to do to win an 
impressive Psion personal orga¬ 
nizer is to find the 12 facts used 
in the NetWare 4.1 Novel Mid¬ 
dle East advertising campaign. 


Microsoft Tower Solutions’ hits Amman 


DURING MAY and June, Mkrosoftls touring the Middle 
East to demonstrate its new generation of applications, featur¬ 
ing its latest two additions to Microsoft Back Office- 
The Microsoft Internet Information Server is a powerful 
platform Tor a new generation of Web applications. Microsoft 
Exchange Sorer integrates email, electronic forms and 
groupware- applications on a stogie platform to be managed 
with centralized, easy-to-use ad mini s tr ati on. 

The tour is. organized in .cooperation with Compaq Com¬ 
puter Middle East, under the title of 'Corporate Power Solu¬ 
tions. Last week, on Wednesday 22-and Thursday 23,1996, 
Microsoft displayed these solutions here to Amman, to coop¬ 
eration with Jordan Data Systems, the Compaq Computer 
distributors in Jordan, and Specialized Technical Services 
(STS), master distributors for Microsoft in Jordan. 

The idea Is to demonstrate bow Microsoft Windows NT 
and Compaq's P6 -systems work together as the corporate 
choke, providing a‘wewoftbe future oTthe IT industry. 

. For more informa tion o n. Microsoft’s communications soft¬ 
ware Server, contact STS at telephone 827611- ■ 


i Hill looking to return to 
winning ways in Barcelona 


AMMAN (Star!—World cham¬ 
pionship leader Damon Hill is 
looking to bounce back to win¬ 
ning ways at the Spanish Grand 
Prix on Sunday 2 June, follow¬ 
ing his disappointment in 
Monaco. Although he failed to 
finish the race in Monaco, the 
sixth round of the FIA Formula 
One World Championship. Hill 
still retained a 21 point lead in 
the title chase over his Roth¬ 
mans Williams Renault team¬ 
mate Jacques Villeneuvc. who 
was one of the many top driv¬ 
ers to fall by the wayside in the 
dramatic 75 lap race. 

“We were very disappointed 
with the results in Monaco, but 
at /cast none of my nearest 
rivals scored points and so the 
gap in the championship 
remains the same." said Hill, 
who won the race in Barcelona 
in 1994. "We still have a lot of 
races to come." 

"As soon as l gen out of the 
car niter my 12 laps i knew I 
had gone too early. At Monaco 
you cannot afford to be sitting 
there watching the last ten min¬ 
utes. The reason 1 went early 
heeausc I wanted to improve 
my grid position and with 20 
minutes to go there was a clear 
period, with nobody on the 
track. Once out of the car I had 
a really strong feeling that it 
hadn't been the right moment 
to make my effort and sure 
enough Michael went quicker." 



Damon HiU is ready to bounce back 
Hill said. 

Vilieneuve will be making 
his racing debut at the 4.727 
km (2.937 mile) circuit on the 
outskirts of Barcelona, first 
used for the Spanish Grand 
Prix in 199). The race was won 
by Nigel Mansell, setting up 
four successive victories for the 
Williams team round the 


Jacques Vilieneuve is at the chase 



Michael Schumacher (center), in earlier winning moments 


bumpy and demanding track. 
The sequence was broken last 
year when World Champion 
Michael Schumacher was a 
comfortable winner of the race 
from his then Benetton team¬ 
mate, Johnny Herbert, with Hill 
dropping from second to fourth 
on the last lap with a mechani¬ 
cal problem. 

Schumacher has 
grabbed pole position 
from Hill at the last 
two grands prix in 
Imola and Monaco 
but has not managed 
win either race for 
Ferrari. The German 
still trails Vilieneuve 
in the championship 
by six points, with 
Jean Alesi a further 
five points adrift. 
Alesi was stung into 
his best form in 
Monaco after criti¬ 
cism of his driving in 
the earlier races for 
his new Benetton 
team. He led after 
Hill's retirement 
before being side- 
jg lined with a rear sus- 
-45,! pension problem and 
1 could be a real threat 
*; in Barcelona if he 
, ,, continue sin Ihe 
same form. 


Schumacher said after tan¬ 
gling with Gerhard Berger, dur¬ 
ing qualifying. “The incident 
with Gerhard was purely my 
fault. 1 thought the session had 
finished. The moment I saw 
him in my mirrors I got on the 
throttle in order to go straight 
on and leave him a clear line. 
Obviously he wav. braking very 
late and he spun off." 

Many other drivers will be 
hoping to erase Monaco memo¬ 
ries in Barcelona including the 
Jordan Peugeot duo of Rubens 
Barrichello and Martin Brun- 
dlc. Eddie Irvine and Jos 
VcrMappcn. 

The Spanish Grand Prix had 
been held al five different cir¬ 
cuits. The first race was held on 
the Pedralbes street circuit in 
the suburbs of Barcelona in 
1951. Seventeen years later the 
grand prix returned alternating 
between Jarama and Montjuich 
Park, which was the she of the 
1992 Olympic Games. The 
Jerez circuit in Southern Spain 
then rook over the running of 
the race until it returned to Bar¬ 
celona and the new Catalunya 
circuit in 1991. 

The 65 lap race, 307.255km 
(191.69 mile), the seventh 
round of the FIA Formula One 
World Championship, starts at 
14.00 hre local timeJi 


write them down and fax them 
to Novell Middle East before 31 
July. 1996. 

The first correct entiy to be 
drawn from the replies will 
receive a Psion Organizer. Fax 
your entries to ++ 971 4 319248. 


SOicon Graphics unveils 
‘Reality Immersion Tech¬ 
nology’ for Nintendo 64 


designed specifically by Silicon 
Graphics for Nintendo, combines 
the most advanced features nec¬ 
essary to create the Nintendo 64 
real-time game environment 
Nintendo 64 will be available 
from Nintendo. Application soft¬ 
ware will be supplied by Nin¬ 
tendo and its authorized 
licensees. 


• Silicon Graphics, inc. and 
its microprocessor subsidiary, 
MIPS Technologies. Inc. 
revealed their "Reality Immer¬ 
sion Technology" as pan of the 
debut of Nintendo 64. home 
video game system. 

The technology combines Sili¬ 
con Graphics' powerful digital 
media and visual computing 
technologies with MIPS's RISC 
processor technology to create 
the first immersive, highly- 
reaiistic home video game 
system. 

Representing a new age of 
video game entertainment. Nin¬ 
tendo 64 utilizes a specific cus¬ 
tom implementation of this 
advanced computer technology 
to enable players to step inside 
real-time, unconstrained, three- 
dimensional worlds, and become 
part of the game itself. 

Nintendo 64 puts Silicon 
Graphics' powerful visual eom- 
pyting technology into the hands 
of everyday consumers. 

The Reality Co-Processor. 


The new JCS administra¬ 
tive committee 


• Last month witnessed the 
election of the sixth administra¬ 
tive committee for the Jordan 
Computer Society, the profes¬ 
sional body that represents the 
sector in Jordan. 

The winners of the seven seats 
were as follows: Mr Karim 
Kawar, Mr Amjad Al Oubwa. Dr 
Yasser Al Hussein. Ms Hanada 
Haddadin. Mr Hussein Seesan, 
Mr Mohammed Mujahid and Ms 
Rana Al Khalib. 

On the agenda of this new 
committee are a number of perti¬ 
nent matters including stepping 
up activities regarding the soci¬ 
ety's housing project for its 
members, finding new head 
quarters for the society, establish¬ 
ing a data bank for corporate and 
persona) uses, introducing a new 
membership law and. finally, 
focusing on educating the public 
about the importance of intellec¬ 
tual property rights. 
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Jordan BBS explosion 


England’s squad for Euro ‘96 


LONDON—Ex-England striker 
Gary Lineker, whose own interna¬ 
tional career was brought to what 
many believe was a premature 
end. believes Terry Venables has 
made a major mistake by dropping 
Newcastle’s Peter Beardsley for 
Euro '96. 

Lineker and Beardsley shared a 
1'ormid;ihlc attack ing partnership 
from the 1986 World Cup where 
they helped guide England into the 
quuncrfmais before losing to 
Argentina 2-1. 

“I think Peter is still the best 
player in the country for that role 
just behind (he front players." 
Lineker told The Sun newspaper 
on Tuesday. "If you analyze the 
situation. Peter has had a much 
better season than Nick Barmby. 
But Barmby gets a couple of goals 
against China and he’s in. That's 
harsh. 

"When you think of the strength 
of opposition Barmby got his 
goals against, it's lough nn Peter 
Beardsley." 

The 22-strong England squad 
was named Tuesday, in the 1992, 
championship the then England 
manager Graham Graham 
.substituted 

Lineker 27 minutes before the 



Football striker Les Ferdinand joins the team 


end of the defeat by Sweden. The striker subsequently retired 
from the international game. 

David Seaman (Arsenal). Tim Rowers (Blackburn), Ian 
Walker (Tottenham). Gary Neville (Manchester United). Tony 
Adams (Arsenal). Gareth Southgate (Aston Villa). Steve 
Howcy (Newcastle). Sol Campbell (Tottenham). Stuart Pearce 
(Nottingham Forest). Philip Neville (Manchester United), Dar¬ 


ren Anderton (Tottenham), Steve Stone (Nottingham Forest). 
Paul Gascoigne (Rangers), Paul lnce (Inter Milan). David Platt 
(Arsenal). Jamie Redknapp (Liverpool). Steve McManaman 
(Liverpool). Les Ferdinand (Newcastle), Robbie Fowler (Liv¬ 
erpool), Nick Barmby (Middlesbrough). Teddy Sheringham 
(Tottenham), Alan Shearer (Blackburn). ■ 
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IN THE coming few months, it is expected that a number of 
new bulletin board services (BBS's) will have obtained 
licenses -to start operation in the Jordanian market, entering a 
well-established sector currently dominated by pioneering 
companies such as NETS and Access. 

Considering the fact that, between the two of them. Access 
and NETS have well over 1,500 active users, one has to stop 
to think about the potential market left at this stage for new 
BBS operators. 

Of course, more Jordanian users will obtain modems and 
will be interested in 'linking-up' to a service, so their will be 
growth worth capitalizing on. However, the explosive rale of 
growth witnessed by current BBS's, especially NETS." may 
never happen again. - _ . 

ft is difficult to imagine a mass immigration of users ftnnfca 
service they have gotten used to, onto a hew one just because 
it offers a number”of extras such as more varied information 
or better software-functionality.. 

Also, there’s another important factor, that these early BBS 
efforts benefited from. That is. the misconception among the 
Jordanian public that being on a BBS is just like being on the 
Internet. 1 personally heard tens of people say tilings like 1 
hooked up the Internet recently’, when what they actually 
meant was that they subscribed to a BBS. 

Up until Lhe end of last year, the differences between an on¬ 
line service, such as a BBS. and full Internet were not yet clear 
to most Jordanian users. As a matter of fact. BBS operators 
admit that they created many of their accounts at the lime 
through the impression that their services were Internet- 
related. The Internet craze had begun to sweep the country and 
everyone was anxious to gain email services, to start with, 
which BBS's did actually offer. So. that’s just whai happened. 
BBS's were a success. 

BBS operators provide email services by establishing a link 
with an Internet server abroad at which the BBS has an Inter¬ 
net account. That way, a user's email is shifted to that 
account, and from there, onto the Internet where it find its des¬ 
tination. Receiving email also follows the same rule. Email is 
addressed to the NETS or Access address on a server, which is 
then down-loaded by the BBS operator in Jordan and distrib¬ 
uted among clients locally. 

When Global One/Sprint Jordan began to offer actual Inter¬ 
net services in the country, starting March this year, the differ¬ 
ence between a BBS and Internet-proper became clearer. In 
fact, a sizable number of Internet customers in the past few 
months have been BBS users, who now enjoy both kinds of 
services. 

All over the world, the largest on-line services—which are 
basically huge BBS.S—are gearing themselves more towards 
the Internet. Services like America On-Line and CompuServe 
offer Internet gateways, to allow subscribers to enjoy the best 
of both worlds and to ensure that users will stick to these 
services. 

Will BBS operators in Jordon be able to offer such Internet 
gateways to users, through leased lines to the Internet? Per¬ 
haps. but this is a question that should be directed to Global 
One/ Sprint Jordan, the only Internet Service provider (ISP) in 
the country. For now. it doesn't look like there will be any 
such arrangement. Global Onc/Sprint Jordan only offers Inter¬ 
net access directly, while NETS and Access still shift and 
receive email in the same way explained above. 

How that may change when a new ISP. other than Global 
One/Sprint Jordan, enters the market is not clear as of yeL 

Still, more BBS providers mean a more active on-line com¬ 
munity in the country; something that can only be positive. 

In the next few weeks, we'll know more 'official' informa¬ 
tion about at least one of these new BBS's. 

Let's wait and see how this latest entrant into the BBS bat¬ 
tle in Jordan will present itself and what it will offer users that 
is new, innovative and worthwhile. ■ 
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Danes blend youth and 
veterans in Euro ‘96 team 


and 


COPENHAGEN—Denmark 
coach Richard Moeller Nielsen 
opted for a mix of experience, 
personified by the Laudrup 
brothers, and youth on Tuesday 
when he named his 22-man 
squad to defend the European 
.soccer championship. 

Veterans who helped Den¬ 
mark to become surprise cham¬ 
pions four years ago include 
goalkeeper Peter Schmcichcl. 
striker Brian Laudrup. defender 
Lars Olsen and midfielder Kim 
Vilfon. who scored five goals 
in the qualifying matches this 
time. 

Brian Laudrup. who will 
spearhead the Danish attack 
and his midfielder brother 


Michael of Real Madrid—ihc 
squad's captain hut absent by 
choice four years ago—will 
play key roles. 

Michael Laudrup ruled him¬ 
self out in Sweden four years 
ago after a bitter conflict with 
Moeller Nielsen over tactics 
and leadership style but he 
returned to the fold in 1993. 

Young but tested talent 
includes defenders Jacob Laur- 
sen and Jens Rli sager and mid¬ 
fielder Michael Schjocnbcrg. 
Strikers Stig Tocfting and 
Socrcn Andersen, however, arc 
both new entrants to the 
national side. 

Denmark, who have lost 
only one match in the past 17 


months, are drawn in group D 
with Croatia. Portugal and Tur¬ 
key. They play their first 
match, against Portugal at 
Hillsborough. on 9 June. 

Denmark were drafted into 
the 1992 tournament only as 
laic replacements for Yugosla¬ 
via. who were top in their qual¬ 
ifying group but were pre¬ 
vented from competing by the 
outbreak of war. 

Squad: 

Goalkeepers - Peter Schmei- 
chcl (Manchester United. Eng¬ 
land), Lars Hocgh (Odense). 
Mogens Krogh (Brocndby). 

Defenders - Thomas Helveg 
(Udinese, Italy). Marc Riepcr 
(Wcsr Ham, England). Jes 
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Hocgh (Fencrbahce. Turkey]' ^ 

Jacob Laursen {Silkeborg}. ^, V* 

Lars Olsen (Broendby). Totten \ % ^ 
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Picchnik (Aarhus), 
ager (Broendby). 

Midfielders - Claus Thom«l»_ V 
(Ipswich. England), Kim Vifc ^ J 
fort (Broendby), Henrik ^ a J seil ; i 4 *v v '% J r 
(Lyngby), Brian Steen Ni clSfl \, t J 
(Odense). Michael ifc Ir - 

(Real Madrid. Spain). *2 ' 

Nielsen (Broendby). Mictad;A h 
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Schjocnbcrg (Odense), . t- \' iw, ”i 
Strikers - Brian Laudn4\ 

(Glasgow Rangers. Sco^™h' r J r J5* 
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Mikkel Beck (Fortona Cologne. 

Germany). Erik Bo Andos®, \ 

(Glasgow Rangers, Scotty r t . 

Stig Toefting (Aarhus), ^ ocrC ^ ‘ tt 1£ . 

Andersen (Aalborg). ■ 
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